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TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. GMO Salmon Coming to Tables: Fast-growing, genetically modified salmon have been approved for 
distribution in the United States. They might soon be served in restaurants and university cafeterias. 

2. Scientists Propose a Trillion Trees: Trees are necessary on God’s Earth. Scientists say the planet 
needs more of them—lots more. But planting a trillion trees isn’t as easy as it might seem.

3. Tonga’s Debt to China: The small island country of Tonga has needed help. But now it may not be 
able to repay loans from China. What does this mean for Tonga’s future?

4. Blood Testing Cues Brain Health: Scientists may have found a way to test for dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease. The simple new test involves tracking levels of a protein in a patient’s blood. 

 

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. What reason do AquaBounty’s opponents give for their objections to the company’s genetically 
modified salmon as a food option? 
a) The fish are fed toxic chemicals that poison the meat, causing proven liver damage in humans. 
b) Opponents fear there could be unforeseen health consequences for consumers who eat genetically 
modified foods.

2. What is a practical problem with planting one trillion trees? 
a) The number is so large that it probably can’t be done. 
b) There isn’t room on Earth for that many new trees.

3. What kind of trouble is the kingdom of Tonga having? 
a) People are fleeing the islands to live in Taiwan. 
b) Tonga is in debt to China for loans and other forms of aid.

4. Researchers are looking for a simple test for Alzheimer’s. What kinds of tests are currently 
showing promise? 
a) Some blood tests are able to identify or rule out those with a protein associated with Alzheimer’s. 
b) Brain scans are the only reliable tests for determining any kind of dementia-causing disease.

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Hong Kong Post-it Protests: Post-it note messages are plastered all over Hong Kong. Citizens of the former 
British territory write about preserving their freedoms now that Hong Kong has been returned to China.

2. Passport Panic in Zimbabwe: A weak economy and joblessness have led to a passport crisis in Zimbabwe. 
People who hope to find jobs in other countries must wait months for their documents to be printed.

3. Young Iranians Embrace the Symphony: Classical music isn’t just for older folks. Iran’s young adults are 
showing an interest in Western classical music performed by the Tehran Symphony Orchestra.

4. Babylon Named a World Heritage Site: An ancient city of biblical infamy is honored for its cultural 
contributions. Babylon, located in modern-day Iraq, has a long history of art, architecture—and violence.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. What is holding up the passport process in Zimbabwe? 
a) The government can’t afford to import the proper paper, ink, and other materials to make the passports. 
b) The country is so dangerous that the passport offices cannot open more than an hour or two at a time.

2. Since the Islamic Revolution of 1979 in Iran, the government there typically suppresses cultural trends 
from Western societies. What form of artistic expression is growing in acceptance in Tehran? 
a) modern Western dress and hairstyles for women 
b) public performances of classical music by the Tehran Symphony Orchestra, to mixed audiences

3. Which city of biblical infamy has been added to the United Nations list of World Heritage Sites for its 
contributions to human civilization? 
a)  Ninevah, of the book of Jonah 
b) Babylon, the home of the Assyrians and King Nebuchadnezzar

4. What are citizens of Hong Kong doing to express their opposition to freedom-limiting proposed 
legislation? 
a) Refusing to go to work and blocking streets with crowds of chanting pedestrians 
b) Posting their thoughts on walls in public spaces using colorful sticky notes

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Notre Dame’s Actual Supporters: Pledges from big-name donors haven’t materialized, but work at 
Notre Dame continues. Officials say that’s thanks mostly to American contributors. 

2. Row, Row, Row Your . . . Cow?: A boat in the Netherlands holds the world’s first floating dairy farm. 
Could this be the wave of the future for local food production?

3. Dairy Funds School Coffee Bars: Coffee in schools is a new but growing trend, thanks in part to the 
U.S. dairy industry. Do you agree that there are benefits to selling java on site at schools?

4. End of Road for the VW Beetle: The once-popular VW Beetle is in production no more. As sales 
figures slid, Volkswagen decided to stop making the iconic rounded car. 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. Where are the actual funds paid to date for Notre Dame’s rebuilding coming from? 
a) huge donations from a few very wealthy French businesspeople 
b) modest donations collected from many individuals and small businesses, mostly Americans

2. Peter van Wingerden’s floating dairy farm is an effort to produce food that __. 
a) uses sustainable production methods and is close to the place where it will be consumed 
b) is less expensive and more plentiful

3. Regional dairy groups encourage schools to serve milk by __. 
a) giving away skim and two percent chocolate milk to every student with every hot lunch purchase 
b) awarding grant money to schools to buy coffee carts or open bars that serve milk in drinks like 
smoothies, hot chocolate, and iced lattes

4. Why did Adolf Hitler ask German engineers for a “car of the people”? 
a) He wanted to make money to finance the war. 
b) He hoped to spread car ownership the way the Model T had in the United States.
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Giant Telescope Project May Relocate: Builders of the world’s largest telescope may need to find a 
location other than Hawaii. Talks with one European country that may become Plan B are underway.

2. Hijab Forsakers, Law Breakers : Some Iranian women defy authorities by removing their headscarves in 
public. Cultural change happens slowly—and sometimes at risk of discipline to those who seek it.

3. Illegal Garden Gets Green Light: A front yard vegetable garden ban in Florida is ruled unconstitutional. 
Residents who grew their own veggies in the past can do so again.

4. Cabinet of Curiosities: Strangely marked bottles hold liquid clues. This isn’t your typical library, but its 
contents are essential for research that some detectives must conduct.

 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. What was acceptable in front yard gardens in Miami Shores Village before the law was changed? 
a) potatoes and green beans 
b) pink flamingos and garden gnomes

2. The Secret Service’s International Ink Library helps agents investigate what kinds of objects?  
a) ransom letters, phony documents, money, and fake souvenirs or artwork 
b) books written by unknown authors pretending to be famous 

3. Which term describes the head-to-toe black robes and tightly pulled headscarves that some women 
in Iran wear in public?  
a) hijab 
b) chador

4. If Mauna Kea, Hawaii, doesn’t work out for the building site of the Thirty Meter Telescope, where 
might astronomers go to build their project? 
a) Canary Islands, Spain 
b) Mt. Cook, New Zealand

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Wolves in the Wild and in Words: God gave the wolf a role in nature, and humans give the wolf a role in 
many stories. People are also helping to restore wolf populations in North America.

2. Elephant Recovery in Africa: Zero is a big number for a big animal. A wildlife preserve in Mozambique 
celebrates zero poaching of elephants—a big improvement!

3. Rot in Peace, Deceased Whales: Scientists seek remote, private beaches for dead whales to rot. It’s a 
natural solution for a large, smelly problem.

4. Fueled by Feces: Animal and human waste can produce inexpensive and efficient fuel when broken into 
elements to release hydrogen—the tiniest building block in God’s creation.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. What record are officials at Niassa Reserve in northern Mozambique celebrating? 
a) the most baby elephants ever born on an African wildlife reserve 
b) a year of not finding a single elephant killed by poachers

2. How were dead whales disposed of in the past?  
a) buried, transported to landfills, sunk at sea, and even blown up 
b) attached to planes and flown from shore, then dropped to sink to the ocean floor

3. Graforce has developed a process to split chemical compounds and separate hydrogen atoms 
from other elements in wastewater. What is their process called? 
a) elemental flushing 
b) plasmalysis4

4. Now numbering approximately 6,500 in North America, gray wolves once covered the continent 
at what size population, according to conservationists? 
a) 35,000 
b) 500,000
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Tempting with Wallets: A lost-wallet honesty experiment gives surprising—and encouraging—results. Would 
more money inside prompt theft—or the wallet’s return?

2. “Little” People of the Tennis World: The life of a tennis ball boy or ball girl isn’t all games. There are tests 
and tryouts to become one of the important people who keep the matches moving along.

3. Cut Hours Haven’t Cut Care: Shortening weekly training hours for doctors hasn’t resulted in harm or inferior 
care for patients. Long term, patients do just as well when their doctors had a few hours a week to rest.

4. The White Queen of Okoyong: A 19th-century Scottish missionary’s influence is still felt in Nigeria. Mary 
Slessor helped to discredit dangerous superstitions and save lives—and souls.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. The results of a report called “Civic Honesty Around the Globe” surprised researchers. During an 
experiment using “lost” wallets, researchers found that __. 
a) most people look both ways before sneaking the wallet into a purse or pocket 
b) a majority of people called a wallet’s “owner,” especially if there was money inside

2. What kinds of skills do Wimbledon ball boys and ball girls (BBGs) possess? 
a) fitness, knowledge of the game, and the ability to stand still 
b) helping the referees and judges to call the games

3. What were two things that helped reduce doctors-in-training work-week hours?  
a) nurse practitioners and fewer conferences 
b) more conferences and paperwork deadlines

4. Mary Slessor’s legacy continues in Nigeria. She is remembered chiefly for __. 
a) contracting malaria early on in her time in Africa 
b) fighting the practice of killing twins out of superstition
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Dream Big, Fly High: No, it’s not a scene from a superhero movie. It’s actually happening. Inventor 
Richard Browning’s jet suit makes the dream of flying a reality. 

2. Moon vs Mars or Asteroids: People surveyed have different opinions about the value of space 
exploration. How would you rank various options in order of priority?

3. Dronejacker Hacks Rogue Drones: A new artificial intelligence program can hijack rogue drones. The 
new technology minimizes opportunity for both threat and mischief.

4. Meat from a Lab Nears the Market: Producers of lab-grown meat say it’s the real deal. The cellular 
makeup of the protein source is exactly the same as if it grew up in a pasture instead of in a petri dish.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. In a 2019 poll about the importance of certain U.S. space programs, Americans voted which 
program as the most important? 
a) monitoring asteroids, comets, and other objects that could hit Earth 
b) establishing a U.S. military presence in space

2. Richard Browning designed the Jet Suit to use the ___ as the flight computer and the __ as the 
flight structure.  
a) onboard data pack; leg and spine braces 
b) human brain; human body

3. The Federal Aviation Administration receives many reports of unauthorized drone sightings every 
month. How does the Dronejacker address the threat of rogue drones? 
a) by detecting, disrupting, and hijacking the drones 
b) by shooting the drones down from the sky or crashing them into a safe zone

4. What are some of the advantages of cell-based meat? 
a) Cell-based meat doesn’t require land, water, or food needed to raise livestock. 
b) Cell-based meat is less expensive per serving than regular meat and has a lower fat content.
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Processed Food? What’s the Problem?: Studies hone in on why convenience foods work against good 
health. Understanding why people choose pre-packaged food over natural alternatives is part of the 
solution to improving nutrition.

2. App-etite for Unsold Food: Europeans are making use of smartphone technology to help reduce food 
waste. Some are getting good meal deals at the same time!

3. Animal Statues Promote Community: Twenty years after they first invaded Chicago, a herd of colorful 
cows came home. In the two decades since their first arrival, the cows inspired other community art events 
around the nation.

4. Click, Clack, Ding! Typewriters Return: Vintage typewriters have found a place in the hearts of today’s 
Millennial generation. What has brought on this renewed interest in an older, simpler form of technology?

POP! SMART QUIZ 

1. What three factors have scientists identified that may cause people to overeat highly processed 
foods compared to minimally processed foods? 
a) Highly processed foods are cheap, take little time to prepare and consume, and don’t cause a release of an 
appetite-suppressing hormone in the consumer that minimally processed foods do cause. 
b) Anxiety disorders that prompt overeating, sedentary interests that coincide with snacking, and 
government-sponsored food programs that distribute low quality, highly processed foods are all on the rise. 

2. “Too Good To Go” is a popular method of reducing food waste. It is __. 
a) a smartphone app that allows people to search for discounted unsold food 
b) an alert that tells people when food is getting ready to go bad

3. Peter Hanig’s idea for cow sculptures in Chicago was to __. 
a) see fine art in the middle of the city 
b) give people a reason to interact on the street

4. Which manual technology of the past century is making a comeback in popularity among young 
adults in the United States in the last 10 years? 
a) the manual typewriter 
b) the rotary-dial telephone
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

ANSWER KEY

Explain It! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

Globe Trek quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. b

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


