
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

WORLDteen 1

TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Indian Archaeology Find: An archaeological dig along a New England river revealed one of the most 
important Native American discoveries in the Northeast. The find sheds new light on the little-known 
Norwalk tribe.

2. AI Poems Lack Verbal Magic: Artificial Intelligence programs just keep getting more impressive. They can 
perform a remarkable array of tasks and functions—even responding to changing conditions. But can AI 
replace human creativity? Some scientists put AI to a new test: writing poetry.

3. Living History Museums: Old Sturbridge Village in Massachusetts is just one of today’s museums that is 
experiencing a decline in attendance. To draw more visitors, the living history museum is making some 
important changes—and corrections.

4. Creating Genome Maps: Animal researchers are making complex maps. But these maps don’t show where 
animals live. These maps detail the genetic makeup of different species. The Vertebrate Genomes Project 
hopes to compile genome maps for every species of vertebrate.

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. Archaeologists have unearthed what alongside railroad tracks in Norwalk, Connecticut?
a) the remains of a 17th-century fort and thousands of Native American artifacts

b) the world’s first steam engine, which wrecked by the tracks hundreds of years ago

2. What happened when programmers tried to make an AI program called Deep-Speare write poetry?
a) Deep-Speare wrote poems with proper form but that weren’t very readable.

b) The AI wrote poems that tricked most readers into thinking they were Shakespeare’s poems.

3. Museum surveys at Old Sturbridge Village living history museum suggest that many visitors think 
something is missing from their visit. What do some believe that “something” is?
a) high-tech computer maps and videos

b) the stories of minorities and women of the time period

4. What are scientists with the Vertebrate Genomes Project working on?
a) mapping the genomes of 66,000 species of animals

b) making genome maps for every single organism on the planet

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1.Hunger Stones of Remembrance: As drought and high temperatures hit Central Europe this summer, water 
levels in rivers dropped. Observers spotted giant boulders along the Elbe River. Dates and sayings carved into 
them reveal why they are there.

2.Pacific Walruses Gather on Alaskan Shore: An estimated 25,000 walrus cows and their young gathered on a 
barrier island near Point Lay, Alaska. They come to the beach to rest between dives for food when the ice in the 
Chukchi Sea reaches its yearly minimum.

3.Greek Island Gets Webbed: It wasn’t a world-wide web, but the spiders of Aitoliko in Greece definitely left 
their distinguished mark! Sticky white webs literally blanketed the rocks and shrubs of Aitoliko. What caused so 
much of the ghostly gossamer?

4.U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley Moves On: United States Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley is 
resigning after two years. She will leave her post at the U.N. at the end of the year. She was effective at her job 
and considered it a time of progress for America on the world scene.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. During this summer’s drought, engraved stones appeared along the Elbe River in Europe. What was the 
purpose of these stones?
a) to encourage one another when times were tough

b) to remember times of famine and to warn of coming trouble

2. Why do Pacific walruses gather on the beach in northwestern Alaska each year?
a) During winter, walruses rest on floating sea ice where they feed; but as the ice seasonally melts, the walruses rest 

on the shore between feeding dives.

b) In late summer, food on the ocean floor is scarce, but oyster beds along the shoreline of Alaska’s coast are rich 
with food for the herds.

3. Why do scientists believe Tetragnatha spiders have blanketed part of the shoreline of Aitoliko in Greece with 
their webs?
a) Ocean temperatures and pollution have made the area uninhabitable by humans, so the spiders have moved in.

b) High temperatures, lots of humidity, and plentiful insects have sent the spiders into overdrive.

4. The United Nations is an international organization made up of 193 member nations. What do members of 
the United Nations do?
a) Member countries send ambassadors to discuss and negotiate international issues like health emergencies, 

human rights, security, and terrorism.

b) Member ambassadors travel to countries that are having economic or civil unrest and force reorganization there.
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GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Big Bucks for P.V. Sindhu: Corporate sponsors are investing in the athleticism of P.V. Sindhu. The 
top female badminton player in India—and one of the best in the world—is bringing in enough 
financial endorsements to make her the world’s seventh-highest-paid woman in sports!

2. Automated Dumplings Go Global?: A South Korean food company is spending big bucks on 
high-speed machines in hopes of getting a Korean staple on dim sum menus around the world. 
Traditionally made by hand, perfect pleated dumplings are now rolled out by the millions.

3. Hotels Want to Go Head-to-Head with Airbnb: Could Airbnb options damage the big-chain hotel 
market? Some hotels don’t want to wait any longer to find out. They are experimenting with ways to 
give travelers the unique experiences they would find with home-sharing options.

4. Yemeni Blacksmiths Beat a Living from War Refuse: Blacksmith Ali Ghomari buys little of the 
steel he uses for crafting traditional knives new these days. Instead, he relies on a surprising yet 
plentiful source of quality metal.

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. Why do big corporations want to invest millions of endorsement dollars into the career of 
athlete P.V. Sindhu?
a. Sindhu plays badminton, which since the Rio de Janeiro Olympics has become the fastest-growing 

sport in the world.

b. Sindhu is a talented athlete from one of the world’s most-populated countries, giving her sponsors 
a huge marketing audience.

2. A South Korean food company has spent millions of dollars to develop a machine to make 
what product?
a) mandu, a type of frilled, filled Korean dumpling

b) kimchi, a kind of spicy pickled cabbage

3. Some hotel chains are responding to the popularity of home-sharing sites like Airbnb by __.
a) trying to pass laws that will shut down many of the most-used websites

b) beginning to offer some home-sharing properties in addition to their usual hotel rooms

4. What is the source of steel that Yemen’s blacksmiths use to craft the traditional knife blades 
they sell to sustain a meager living?
a) Turkish steel imported by smugglers on the black market due to sanctions against the mainly 

Muslim nation

b) shrapnel from missile airstrikes by a coalition of Iranian and Saudi-backed Muslim groups
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Tunisia Law Changes for the Better: Nations around the world have systems of law and justice. 
In much of the world, law is based on biblical truths. But in other places, laws seem unjust or unfair. 
Tunisia is making some changes to its laws. The changes should make life better for women.

2. When Whodunnit? Becomes Whowroteit?: An incident this fall brought attention to a different type 
of detective: a language detective. Formally called “forensic linguists,” these specialists try to prove 
authorship of written works based on writing style and word choices.

3. Food Naming: Freedom or Enforcement?: Naming a product goes beyond simply communicating 
what a consumer is getting. As food companies develop substitutes for meat, dairy, and other foods, 
names and their meanings are important. They must appeal to customers and obey certain legal 
restrictions.

4. Animal-Caging Law Revisited in California: California voters are being asked to weigh in on the 
sizes of farm-animal pens. How much room should a chicken have? What about a pig? Changing the 
requirements will come at a cost—to farmers and food buyers.

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. In Tunisia, as in many Muslim countries, women often suffer under sharia. Sharia is __.
a) a type of heavy black clothing that Muslim women are required to wear

b) a set of religious principles that dictate many areas of Islamic life

2. Why do forensic linguists investigate language?
a) to try to figure out the authorship of a work

b) to decide whether a work is written by a human or a computer

3. Food industry officials want to make rules about food names. For example, current law says 
products labeled as “dairy” must __.
a) contain ingredients that come from cows

b) appear in the refrigerated section of the grocery store

4. What does Proposition 12, the Farm Animal Confinement Initiative, recommend creating for three 
types of animals?
a) minimum size requirements for cages or pens

b) rules about the kinds of food animals are allowed to eat

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Telltale eDNA Helps Scientists Track Species: Biologists and conservationists have a new tool to help as 
they study the world’s biodiversity. Animals leave DNA behind in the environment. It can be collected from soil 
and water, revealing evidence of past and present populations!

2. Seaweed for Cattle Feed: Cows produce a great deal of food for the worldwide human population. But they 
also produce a lot of a gas called methane. Too much methane is not a good thing. So scientists are tinkering 
with cattle feed. Seaweed might help settle bovine digestion.

3. Fungi: Good, Bad, or Both?: God created nearly four million species of fungi. The Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew in England thinks it’s time yeasts, molds, and mushrooms got the respect they deserve. Scientists there 
have released a report on the importance of fungi.

4. Migration Learning from Generations: God gave some types of animals the instinct to migrate in search of 
food or other survival conditions. GPS tracking data now shows that established herds of animals retain food-
foraging knowledge and even pass it on through generations. 

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. Traces of eDNA help scientists track endangered species. How is this eDNA gathered?
a) Scientists must tag each creature with a special dart, designed to make contact and shortly afterward fall to 

the ground with a tiny DNA sample on board.

b) Scientists collect water or soil from the species’ habitat and analyze it for trace amounts of DNA shed into the 
species’ environment.

2. Scientists are experimenting with adding seaweed to cattle feed. By doing so, they hope to __.
a) make cows produce less methane

b) make cows produce more milk and muscle meat

3. One of the lessons from a study on animal migration and food finding is __.
a) learning the importance of identifying and protecting migration corridors

b) protecting older herds over younger ones

4. Fungi have both good and bad characteristics. Bad fungi kill insects or people. Good fungi __.
a) have already been found to increase the health benefits of most vegetables

b) can be used to develop medicine or to “eat” harmful substances
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Innovator Takes on Ocean Pollution: Boyan Slat became passionate about cleaning the world’s oceans 
when he went scuba diving at age 15. Today, he’s the founder and CEO of The Ocean Cleanup project. His 
brainchild has been sent out to clean up the Pacific Garbage Patch—an area twice the size of Texas!

2. Zero-Waste Households: A growing number of households are joining the Zero-Waste movement. Bea 
Johnson and Lauren Singer represent two of those. Singer says she produces so little garbage, she can store 
six years’ worth in a single Mason jar!

3. A Tale of Two Cultures: A vanishing breed of city-dwelling Maryland horsemen and a rural group of Old 
Order Mennonites work together. Each contributes to supporting the other’s livelihood in an unexpected, 
interdependent relationship.

4. Thai Soccer Team on Tour: Freed from life-threatening danger in a flooded cave last summer, the Wild Boars 
soccer team and their coach are touring the Americas. With numerous public appearances, the spotlight is 
back on the boys the world prayed for and helped to rescue.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ
1. After a scuba diving trip as a teenager, Boyan Slat decided to focus his life’s work on what project?

a) cleaning plastic pollution from the world’s seas and oceans

b) protecting the delicate balance between crustaceans, fish, and plankton in coral reefs 

2. What is the main reason the Thai government says the 12 youths and their soccer coach are taking an 
overseas trip?
a) to show the world the team is doing well and give them opportunity to thank the nations that contributed  

 to their cave rescue

b) to give the boys and their coach a much-needed vacation after such a long and terrifying ordeal back in  
 the summer

3. Baltimore’s urban horse-drawn cart peddlers are called “arabbers” because __.
a) the Middle-Eastern descendants are known for the beautiful white Arabian horses that pull their fruit wagons

b) the term “arab” once referred to anyone who moved about from place to place in nomadic style

4. What is the motto of the people who try to produce as little garbage for landfills as they possibly can?
a) Stash it, don’t trash it!

b) Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rot
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Designer Constructs Gills for Humans: Jun Kamei of London’s Royal College of Art combined his interests 
in science and fashion. He created an accessory that he believes will one day enable humans to breathe 
under water. He calls his gill-like garment Amphibio.

2. Off (and around) to the Races: Horse racing as a sport has seen dramatic innovations in the last century—
from the photo-finish camera to electric starting gates to closed-circuit television and replays. But here’s a 
new one: a way to keep spectators and horses together during the race! 

3. Robot Boat: A small, unmanned boat made a record-setting voyage this summer. Sailbuoy may look like a 
toy, but it’s much more. The self-sailing, solar-powered robotic boat could assist in ocean research, search 
and recovery, security, and surveillance in the near future.

4. High-Flying Glider Record: How do gliders reach the heights Jim Payne and Tim Gardner are achieving? 
The two glider pilots operated an experimental sailplane. They used winds and air currents to navigate 
higher and higher—setting a new record without engine power assisting them.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. Daniel Lee’s proposed racetrack in New Mexico would include what innovation?
a) a moving grandstand that circles the track with the horses

b) a way for horses to stay in one place while running

2. SB Met won this year’s Microtransat Challenge. How did this small vessel make history?
a) SB Met became the only boat ever to reach the ocean floor.

b) SB Met was the first unmanned sailboat to cross the Atlantic.

3. Engineless gliders can operate at high altitudes by riding mountain waves. What are “mountain waves”?
a) the result of air flowing up, over, and down mountains

b) extremely large ocean waves that create wind turbulence

4. Jun Kamei has created a fashion accessory that he hopes will one day do what?
a) win the top prize at the UK’s International Fashion Showcase

b) allow humans to breathe underwater through its artificial gill function
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Beat the Drum for Dragon Boats: Ornately carved teak dragon boats originated in China more than 2,000 
years ago. Dragon boat racing began as a competitive sport in the 1970s. The United States has a dragon boat 
program. Ten to 20 paddlers on a team must work in perfect unison.

2. Three-Screen Theaters: A new type of movie-viewing experience promises patrons will feel like they are a 
part of the onscreen action. But will ScreenX, the three-screen theater experience, be enough to bring paying 
patrons back to the cinemas?

3. World Equestrian Games: Horse enthusiasts refer to the World Equestrian Games as the “Super Bowl 
of equestrian competition.” The massive event was held this year in Tryon, North Carolina. More than 600 
equestrians and 700 horses from 71 countries and six continents took part.

4. Beloved Blue Boy Gets a Makeover: One of the world’s most recognizable paintings is off the wall. At 
Southern California’s Huntington Library, an art restorer spent more than a year preparing to give Thomas 
Gainsborough’s famous Blue Boy a thorough makeover.

POP! SMART QUIZ

1. What new experience does ScreenX offer to moviegoers?
a) ScreenX uses more senses by allowing moviegoers not only to see the action but also to “feel” and “smell” 

what’s happening onscreen.

b) ScreenX expands movie scenes onto the side walls of the theater, nearly surrounding moviegoers with picture.

2. What is dragon boating?
a) an ancient ritual of hunting dragons using carved boats thought to scare the beasts

b) a rowing sport involving rowers, drummers, and steerspersons in boats with dragon heads and tails

3. What happened during a 100-mile endurance competition at the World Equestrian Games?
a) Horses and riders were disqualified because of problems with international rules violations.

b) Officials sent horses and riders off in the wrong direction at the start.

4. Why has the famous Blue Boy painting gone so long without a major restoration?
a) It is so popular that fans, tourists, and museum staff did not want to take it out of the public view long enough 

to make the needed repairs.

b) The painting technique used by Gainsborough was so unique and elaborate, and pigments so rare, that no 
one knew how to replicate it in the restoration process.
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a 

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. a

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


