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OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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£ 1. Hunch about Painting Proves True: Was the old painting an original by Dutch Master Jan Steen?  
         Or was it a copy? One museum curator had a hunch—and she followed it to a happy conclusion!

£ 2. Amelia Earhart’s Bones?: A new analysis of photographs of the famous pilot—compared with recorded   
         measurements from another discovery—may finally put an 81-year-old mystery to rest … or will it? 

£ 3. Wind Farm Blowback: Wind turbines provide pollution-free energy. That sounds good, but not everyone      
         values the benefits more than the great views and peace and quiet that wind farms can disrupt.

£ 4. Fake Meat: Things are getting complicated in the food industry. Can a plant protein patty legitimately   
         be called “meat”? It’s a battle over words, and as more variety in food proteins hits the market, the law is  
         getting involved.

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. Experts examined the chemical makeup of the paint in The Mocking of Samson.  
     They found that __.

a) the green paint in a flagbearer’s sash matched a green paint used by Steen

b) Steen had signed the painting by writing his initials with hand-made indigo ink

2. What do wind power supporters believe are its benefits?

a) pollution-free electricity, more jobs, and reasonable costs for power

b) quiet, efficient, dependable, and plentiful electricity

3. The U.S. Cattlemen’s Association petitioned the U.S. Department of Agriculture to help __.

a) come up with an official definition for “meat” and “beef”

b) stop companies from making “meat” in science labs

4. What did anthropologist Richard Jantz use to conclude that bones once found at  
     Nikumaroro Island in the Western Pacific probably belong to Amelia Earhart?

a) DNA testing and ancestral history websites

b) measurements taken from Earhart’s trousers and from photos showing her holding known objects

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



£  1. Chile’s New National Parks: About 100 countries around the world designate some of their land as    
 national parks. Two of the world’s newest parks are in Chile, South America.

£   2. Global Fishing: Business on the Waters: Scientists tag sea creatures to track their movements and   
 activities. Now they can finally track the most impactful ocean hunters: people!

£   3. South Africa Land Seizure: South Africa’s president wants to improve life for many of his nation’s   
 citizens. Once, land was unjustly divided. Will his proposed solution right that wrong—or create another one?

£  4. South Korea: Reversing Workaholic Culture: How long should a workday be? Employees in South Korea  
 log some very long hours. Will shutting down computers force workers to take a much-needed break?

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. Doug and Kristine Tompkins bought up large tracts of land in Chile and Argentina. For what purpose did  
     they purchase the land?

a) to build factories for their growing clothing and sportswear businesses

b) to return the land so that it could be preserved as nature reserves or parks

2. A new study analyzed information from emergency beacons on large ships. What were scientists  
     studying with the data?

a) They studied how much of the world industrial fishing affects.

b) They studied how sharks move around the globe from ocean to ocean.

3. How is the South Korean government hoping to stop a “culture of working overtime”? 

a) by giving bonuses to workers who work the correct number of hours

b) by turning off employees’ computers at quitting time

4. What proposal is a South African parliamentary committee considering?

a) a constitutional amendment that would allow seizure of land—without payment to the owners

b) apartheid—a wicked policy of government-endorsed racial discrimination and segregation
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GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



£  1. Eye on the Horse Trade: The Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex hosts the first major horse auction   
 each year. People come to purchase draft horses, carriage horses, and all the Amish-made gear that  
 goes with them.

£  2. Belt-Tightening at L.L. Bean: 100% satisfaction guaranteed. That’s what the L.L. Bean company offered  
 since its beginning. But people have abused the company’s good intentions. So Bean had to make some   
 policy changes to stay in business.

£  3. Folding Money: Venezuela’s bolivar (currency) is almost worthless now. But craftsman Richard Segovia   
 came up with a way to turn the worthless paper cash into needed income.

£  4. Toys R Gone: Toy-selling giant Toys “R” Us is closing hundreds of stores. Small toysellers may be   
 rejoicing, but how far-reaching are the effects on other businesses and individuals? 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. What is retailer L.L. Bean doing to reduce growing abuse and fraud in its returns department? 

a) installing cameras in its stores and GPS-enabled tracking devices in its clothing

b) changing its return policy to introduce a one-year limit on most returns

2. People from all over the United States and Canada come to the Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex in   
    January to buy and sell what?

a) high quality work and carriage horses

b) first-off-the-production-line Cadillac cars

3. Just across the border from Venezuela in Colombia, Richard Segovia has discovered a way to eke out a    
     living by doing what?

a) smuggling Colombian currency and communications across the border to his impoverished community 
there

b) selling crafts that he makes by folding and weaving worthless Venezuelan currency into useful gifts

4. Which of the following led to financial trouble at Toys “R” Us?

a) offering too many cheaply made, disposable toys produced in overseas markets

b) kids playing digital apps and parents and grandparents choosing to shop online  
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



5

MAY/JUNE TEACHING GUIDE

£  1. Poland’s Holocaust Law: Poland is the site of several World War II-era, Nazi-built concentration  
 camps. Who was responsible for those—the Polish or the Nazis? Poland has a new law limiting   
 accusations against its country for crimes at those camps.

£  2. Crafty Dispute: Native Alaskans create and sell crafts made from the bones and fur of animals   
 they hunt. But international laws about animal trade—which are intended to protect species—  
 might interfere with the Alaskans’ income. 

£  3. Dirt Cheap in Rhode Island: Farmers are leaving the state of Rhode Island, claiming it is too   
 expensive to buy or keep farmland there. So the state came up with a generous solution to entice   
 its farmers to plow ahead at home!

£  4. Closed on Sundays: Many people observe a day of rest each week as part of religious    
 observance. For Christians, that’s usually Sunday. Jews rest on Saturday. Should governments   
 impose a day of rest? Poland is moving to require citizens to take Sundays off.

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. Native Alaskans are upset with the Etsy policy because __. 

a) selling crafts online is the only way Alaska natives can make a living

b) selling crafts online gives Alaska natives a much wider customer base than selling only locally

2. A new Polish law sometimes called the “Holocaust Law” makes what activity a crime?

a) making fun of or trying to deny that the Holocaust ever happened

b) accusing Poles or the country of Poland of crimes actually committed by the Nazis during World War II

3. People in Poland have mixed feelings about a new law. The law requires __.

a) large supermarkets and most other retailers to close on Sundays

b) all Poles to register with the local communist party in order to shop

4. Why is the state of Rhode Island buying up farmland?

a) The tiny state needs more land for public spaces like parks, community centers, and shopping malls.

b) Rhode Island is buying land to resell to farmers in the hopes they’ll stay in the state and keep farming.

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



£  1. From Berry to Bear and Back Again: Scientists have discovered that bears play a much larger role in   
 the balance of their ecosystem than originally thought. They don’t just keep salmon populations in   
 check. They are important for spreading seeds too!

£  2. Waste Not: As much as one third of the world’s food gets thrown away. Could that waste be turned into  
 useful nutrition? Researchers are using black soldier flies to recycle food waste back into the food chain   
 quickly and efficiently.

£  3. Getting To Know the Biggest Fish in the Sea: The whale shark may be big, but it’s still a mysterious   
 creature. Marine biologists know very little about this docile giant—so some set out to learn more    
 with onsite studies and testing never before done on the whale shark.

£  4. The Music of the Caves: Some people enjoy spelunking (cave exploring) as well as listening to live   
 music. So why not combine both? Some underground caves can become acoustical chambers for   
 musicians and audiences. 

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. What significant function have scientists discovered for the digestive waste of bears in an Alaskan     
     forest ecosystem?

a) Bear scat provides necessary nutrients for fertilizing plants, which draw insects, which feed salmon,  
     which the bears eat.

b) Bear scat is the primary carrier of berry seeds, and without bears eating the berries, few seeds would be   
     scattered to bring about new berry plants.

2. Researchers use black soldier flies _.

a) to manage sewage problems and as animal feed

b) to study cures for various deadly diseases

3. Why are scientists currently studying the non-predatory whale shark?

a) Though it is the largest fish known in the ocean, very little else is understood about the fish, which is        
     shrinking in numbers and may need intervention to keep it from becoming endangered.

b) The gigantic fish could provide vast amounts of food if harvested in a sustainable manner, and so  
     scientists  want to understand how to increase its numbers in the wild.

4. Todd Mayo recently bought a cave in Tennessee. What does he plan to do with the property?

a) develop it into a theme park for spelunkers

b) turn it into a place to hold music concerts
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



£  1. Nations Suffer Brain Drain: Dr. Stevanov is leaving her home country for better opportunity elsewhere.  
 She’s not the only one. Serbia, among other nations, is losing most of its highly skilled young professionals.  
 The phenomenon is called “brain drain.” 

£  2. Childhood Holocaust Survivors Reunite: It’s been 76 years since Alice Gerstel saw her childhood friend  
 Simon Gronowski. They were separated in Brussels, Belgium, a lifetime ago. The two Holocaust survivors   
 finally found one another for a tearful reunion.

£  3. Reading to Preemies: It’s a helpless time for parents when their newborn baby must stay in the   
 neonatal intensive care unit. But it doesn’t have to be! Some NICUs encourage parents to read out loud to   
 their preemies. It helps their little brains develop and comforts all.

£  4. A Christian Smuggler in China: Rachel Han thought she was just serving Jesus. Then she was arrested   
 in China on a serious charge: human smuggling. Han was helping persecuted North Koreans with    
 food, shelter, and transportation on their way to safety in another country.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. What is “brain drain”?

a) Brain drain is helping skilled healthcare professionals to locate jobs quickly so that they do not leave  
     to seek work elsewhere.

b) Brain drain is the idea of a skilled workforce’s forsaking one country for another—often to seek higher       
     salaries and improved living conditions.

2. What have doctors found to be helpful in reversing speech delays in premature infants as they grow?

a. reading to them frequently from birth, even while still in neonatal intensive care

b. dimming lights and performing a gentle skin massage daily

3. Alice Gerstel and Simon Gronowski recently met again after 76 years. How did they know each other,       
    and what kept them separated for so long?

a) Gronowski’s family hid Gerstel’s family during World War II. They were separated because Gerstel’s family       
     escaped the Nazis, but Gronowski’s family was sent to Auschwitz.

b) Gronowski’s family was Catholic, but Gertel’s family was Jewish. Their parents did not allow them to   
     communicate, and they eventually moved to different parts of Europe.

4. Rachel Han has dedicated her adult life to Christian ministry. For what crime was she arrested  
     in China?

a. starting a house church

b. helping persecuted North Koreans cross the border into China and then to safety elsewhere
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



£  1. Out of the Dark Ages: Virtual reality is transforming the way we gain life experience and even do   
 complicated jobs. From training for surgery to controlling air traffic to taking classroom field trips,    
 technology is offering virtual experiences to replace or enhance the real!

£  2. Tattle-Tooth Sensors: Wireless wearables that track fitness goals, activity, and vital signs are all the   
 rage. Now there’s a tiny sensor that affixes to a tooth that tracks what you take in. What else might it soon   
 be able to do?

£  3. AI: People behind the Curtain: How intelligent is artificial intelligence? Where does the knowledge   
 AI works from originate? Surprise, surprise! There are people working hard to put in all the data AI needs to  
 function so impressively.

£  4. Vision-Correcting Eye Drops: Move over, glasses and contacts! Out of the way, LASIK surgery! Scientists  
 in Israel have a patent on a new vision-correcting eye drop that just might change the way millions of   
 people around the world see—for the better!

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. In the classroom, one advantage of virtual reality technology is__.

a) being able to do a difficult or expensive experiment many times over

b) being able to keep a closer eye on students by having them remain in the classroom

2. Humans gather data for companies like Google and eBay because__.

a) humans can often understand subtle differences in language or images that computers cannot

b) human workers cost much less than maintaining a large computer network

3. New RF-Trilayer sensors are wireless and small enough to fit on a tooth. What do  
    the devices do?

a) track a wearer’s movements using GPS technology

b) register data about what a person has been eating

4. A team of scientists and ophthalmologists from Israel have created and patented what?

a)  new multifocal eyeglass lenses that solve the out-of-focus, mid-distance problems of  
      current lenses

b) an eye drop solution that adheres to the cornea to temporarily correct vision problems
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



£  1. Facebook for the Younger Set?: Do children need to be online to message and chat with friends and   
 family? Facebook says its new Messenger Kids app is filling that need. But pediatricians say, “Pull the plug!”

£  2. Battle over Books: The “library” of yesterday is commonly called the “media center” today. What has   
 changed? What’s behind the movement to purge little-read books from shelves? Are there positive reasons  
 for the changes, or will the cost be greater than the benefits?

£  3. Beard Traditions: Beards have been quite trendy for the last few years. Though signs suggest the   
 popular fad is starting to fade, religious and cultural traditions around the world still hold a man’s beard in  
 very high regard. Explore some of the reasons why.

£  4. Kenya: Can You Dig It?: Kenya has a reality TV show with a goal: to promote farming. Don’t Lose the Plot  
 pits competitors against one another to keep their farms in business. The country hopes the program will   
 build interest in farming to make food production appealing for future farmers.

POP! SMART QUIZ

1. Many experts say Facebook’s new Messenger Kids app is problematic because they believe__.

a) kids under 13 are too trusting and may not be able to protect their own privacy

b) kids will spend too much money on purchases and waste too much time online

2. One of the goals of Mediae Company’s Don’t Lose the Plot is__.

a) motivating East Africans to strive for the $10,000 prize for winning the show

b) inspiring young people in East Africa to pursue agribusiness

3. For centuries, men have worn beards at times for what reasons? 

a) statements of religious devotion

b) a way to keep insects away

4. Libraries across the United States are doing what with their books?

a) featuring them more prominently to attract readers to little-read books and hosting authors for book         
    signings and lectures to increase reading

b) purging unread volumes to make space for group gatherings, lightweight reading, and more popular  
    multi-media

9

MAY/JUNE TEACHING GUIDE

POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


