
MAY/JUNE 2019

TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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MAY/JUNE TEACHING GUIDE

1. Librarians Hunt Bedbugs: Tiny bedbugs are a big nuisance. They hide in cracks and crevices—and 
even inside library books! 

2. Baseball: New Rules, New Fans?: New technology, new strategies, new rules. Despite the nostalgia, 
soon baseball could look a lot different.

3. Pronunciation May Change with Diet: Could the food you eat affect your pronunciation? A new study 
suggests that mouth shape has changed over time as has diet.

4. Going Wireless in NICU: New skin-like wireless sensors may free sick or premature babies from the 
many health-tracking wires they need now—and bring those babies closer to mom and dad!

Explain It! quiz

1. Librarians at the Bennett Martin Library have a training program for detecting what problem with 
their books? 
a) People often ruin the books by scribbling in the margins or tearing pages out. 
b) Sometimes the books have bedbugs living in them.

2. What are the two biggest drawbacks to the current sticky, wired monitors used in neonatal 
intensive care units to track preemies’ vital signs? 
a) The monitors are extremely costly and designed for single use, so they must be replaced with new ones 
after getting pulled loose from a baby’s skin. 
b) The adhesive on the monitors can damage undeveloped newborn skin, and the attached tangle of 
wires prevents close, cuddly contact between babies and parents.

3. Some researchers say an overbite seen in more modern skulls could be due to what aspect of a 
modern diet? 
a) sucking sodas, slushies, and other beverages through straws 
b) chewing soft foods such as cooked veggies and cheese

4. Major League Baseball is partnering with another league in order to __. 
a) because the wiring for the old lighting system was dangerous and I once wasablle the church was afraid 
of lawsuits 
b) to help illuminate shadowy, semi-dark areas of the church and to allow for different lighting setups

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. A New Era in Japan: Reiwa: Japan has a new emperor. And with each new emperor comes a new age 
on the calendar. Find out what “reiwa” means and how the name was chosen.

2. Cuba Internet Gives Citizens Power: In December, Cuban citizens got internet service—almost 30 
years after the rest of the developed world. Already, it’s bringing social change.

3. Salt Cave Keeps Growing: Not far from the Dead Sea, researchers have discovered the world’s longest 
salt cave. About six miles of salt-deposited caverns twist and turn under Mount Sodom.

4. Is Puerto Rico Storm Ready?: Tiny Puerto Rico was ill-prepared for Hurricane Maria, the Caribbean’s 
worst natural disaster ever. See what changes are in place for this hurricane season.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. Why did the Cuban government limit internet access for the Cuban people?  
a) They couldn’t figure out how to run cables to the island nation. 
b) Communist leaders feared a free flow of information to the citizens and U.S. criticisms of communism.

2. The Puerto Rican people came up with ingenious methods to communicate after Hurricane Maria. 
Now officials want better systems in place before the next big storm. What are some of the ideas 
currently being experimented with? 
a) personalized drones in every citizen’s house and cellphones that run on solar power 
b) large mats with symbols that drones can read and wi-fi transmitter boxes stuck on trees

3. Malham Cave is the world’s longest salt cave. Salt caves form when __. 
a) stalagmites and stalactites deposit salt into the water and soil 
b) rainwater gushes over salt deposits and seeps through crevices in the ground

4. Since the 400s, Japan has used an Imperial Calendar, which uses nengo. What is nengo? 
a) Nengo are era names that mark the reign of a new emperor. 
b) Nengo is an ancient method of counting the stars to mark the passage of time. 

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. No Ugly Veggies!: Americans like their fruits and veggies fresh. But what about pretty? Grocery stores 
tried pushing less-than-perfect foods. Would people buy them?

2. Indigo: Nigeria’s Dyeing Craft: These indigo dye pits in Nigeria’s ancient northern city of Kano are the 
only ones that remain after five centuries of existence.

3. E-Scooters Offer Thrifty Transport: They’re kinda nerdy, a bit trendy, and a lotta fun. Electric 
scooters are popping up around the globe. But the two-wheeled transport has its pros and its cons.

4. IKEA Takes on India: IKEA has reached saturation with its stores in Europe and the United States. So 
now it’s tackling the $40 billion Indian furniture market.

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. With almost a third of the nation’s food supply going uneaten, how have some grocery stores tried 
to solve the food waste problem in the United States? 
a) by sending unused food to needy countries around the world 
b) by offering less-than-perfect fruits and vegetables at reduced prices

2. What do the Nigerian craftsmen at Kofar Mata produce in the round pits they labor over? 
a) varieties of indigo blue dye for coloring handmade fabrics that have been internationally renowned for 
five centuries 
b) herbal medicines brewed from plant leaves and stems collected just south of their site, in the  
Sudanian savanna

3.  E-scooter sharing is a service that __. 
a) allows riders to use an app to locate and rent scooters 
b) allows two or more riders to ride the same scooter at the same time

4. What is IKEA’s biggest hurdle in securing customer furniture purchases in India? 
a) overcoming the expectation that prices on big-ticket items are negotiable, the way they are in 
traditional Indian furniture markets 
b) making assembly instructions for its products accessible and appealing to Indians, who expect 
already-assembled furniture delivered to their doorsteps.
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Protecting the U.S. Census: Every 10 years, the U.S. government counts the people living in the United 
States. The nation’s 24th census will begin next year.

2. Native American Adoption Law in Court: A federal appeals court is considering the legality of a 
complicated adoption law intended to protect Native American children.

3. Copyright Almost Kills Mockingbird: Who has the rights to produce a play based on the beloved 
American novel To Kill a Mockingbird? A dispute disrupted performances and landed two parties in court.

4. Wanted: Pastureland: Wild horses have multiplied beyond the range of their federally provided roaming 
land. So the U.S. government wants to pay landowners to pasture several thousand. 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. For 2020, what question are some lawmakers hoping to add to the census? 
a) a question asking whether the person completing the census is a citizen of the United States 
b) a question about how much income the person completing the census makes per year

2. Copyright law protects authors and artists by giving them certain rights like __. 
a) requiring others to pay them a higher price for their creative works than for performing manual labor tasks 
b) producing and selling their works, making items for sale related to their works, and displaying or      
performing their works

3. Why is the U.S. Bureau of Land Management concerned about the wild horses that roam its public 
lands? 
a) The non-native wild horse is considered an invasive species that the U.S. government has been trying to 
re-home or exterminate since issuing the Wild and Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act in 1971. 
b) The public land range available for wild horses can sustain only about 27,000 well, but more than 82,000 
horses and burros currently live there.

4. What made adopting the child they had fostered from infancy difficult for Texas couple Chad and 
Jennifer Brackeen? 
a) The 1978 Indian Child Welfare Act gives Native American tribes preference in cases of adoptions involving 
Indian children—even those fostered long-term outside the tribes. 
b) The Brackeens were attempting to adopt a child born into an immigrant family, which made the process 
an international adoption.

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Northern Red Sea Coral Are Thriving: Earth’s coral reefs are in danger. But in Israel, there’s a rare 
glimmer of hope. The corals of the northern Red Sea are thriving.

2. Science Exhibit Explores Dog Traits: “Dog is man’s best friend.” But did people pick the pooch? Or did 
the hound hunt for the human? A California exhibit explores that question and more about dogs.

3. New Take on T. Rex: Scientists’ ideas about dinosaurs are changing. An exhibit at the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City explores the latest research, discoveries, and speculation. 

4. Germs Fighting Germs: With some traditional medicines becoming ineffective, scientists are getting 
down and dirty as they seek new ways to fight disease.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. As many coral reefs around the world bleach and die, what good news have Israeli  
scientists discovered? 
a) It’s completely safe to transplant healthy corals from one area of the world to another without affecting 
the delicate ocean balance. 
b) Corals in the northern Red Sea are thriving and seem to be genetically immune to the stresses other 
corals are succumbing to.

2. What is the idea behind the use of bacteriophages to treat illnesses? 
a) to allow viruses to invade and kill bacterial cells 
b) to kill as many germs as possible the same way antibiotics do

3. Why do some scientists disagree about the early life and juvenile changes a T. rex dinosaur  
passes through before reaching adulthood? 
a) Not all scientists agree with certainty that the smaller fossils used in forming development theories 
belong to baby and juvenile T. rexes. 
b) There is no evidence at all in the fossil record of young or juvenile T. rexes, so it’s just anybody’s guess  
how a T. rex changed as it grew. 

4. How many more sensory receptors does a dog have in its nose compared to a human? 
a) twice as many 
b) 50 times as many
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Valve-Turners: Heroes or Terrorists?: Concerned that fossil fuels damage the environment, four activists 
targeted an oil pipeline in northern Minnesota. Are they potentially doing more harm than good?

2. Caught in Quicksand: Wet weather and sandy terrain turned one hike into a fight for survival. Before they 
knew it, two hikers had encountered quicksand!

3. Finding Anne Bradstreet: Scholars at Merrimack College in Massachusetts are trying to pinpoint the burial 
site of the North American continent’s first published poet.

4. Octogenarian Athlete Still Competing: An 84-year-old pole vaulter isn’t putting her pole down anytime 
soon. In fact, she recently competed in the World Masters Athletics Championship Indoor games in Poland.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. Florence “Flo” Filion Meiler has succeeded into her old age with competitive pole vaulting because __. 
a) She began the sport as a pre-teen under her father’s guidance and has never taken a day off from practice, 
even now that she’s in her 80s. 
b) She trains 5 to 6 days per week, warms up and stretches out carefully, and structures her life around being an 
athlete—even though she did not start vaulting until age 65.

2. What danger sometimes forms in loose, wet sand and standing water? 
a) hypothermia 
b) quicksand

3. Anne Bradstreet was a wealthy, educated, Puritan wife and mother of eight who was also __. 
a) North America’s first published poet 
b) the first female governor of Massachusetts

4. When does activism cross over into terrorism? 
a) when people feel inconvenienced by the presence of activists with whom they disagree 
b) when an activist’s tactics cause fear or extreme uncertainty about one’s security, with or without  
using violence
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Skin Graft Printing: A new printer uses an unusual kind of “ink”: human skin cells. Researchers are 
experimenting with printing skin grafts. 

2. House of Tomorrow Needs Help Today: Back in 1933, it was a “futuristic marvel.” Today, it’s in need of 
extensive repair. What does the future hold for George Keck’s House of Tomorrow?

3. Human Survival Tips from the Tardigrade: The tardigrade is Earth’s tiny ultimate survivor. Because of its 
resiliency under extreme conditions, the U.S. military wants to learn its secrets.

4. Metallic Wood: Stronger, Lighter: Scientists are building a product that’s even stronger and lighter than 
titanium. Tomorrow’s high-performance tools may be made of metallic “wood.”

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. How does the bio-printer from Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative Medicine work? 
a) It prints sheets of notebook-paper-sized fake skin that look very much like real skin. 
b) Software scans the wound with lasers and tells print heads how and where to dispense skin cells.

2. What’s wooden about metallic “wood”? 
a) Metallic wood is made from a specific type of tree that is magnetic. 
b) Metallic wood contains tiny pores—like those found in wood grain.

3. Why are scientists getting paid by the U.S. military to study the tiny tardigrade? 
a) Tardigrades can survive many extreme conditions for very long periods of time, suggesting they have 
characteristics that could be replicated to improve life for humans. 
b) Tardigrades are invasive species that are showing up in water sources around the world, contaminating the 
drinking supply of most of the population.

4. What were some of the features of the House of Tomorrow that seemed fantastic in 1933 but are now 
quite commonplace in homes? 
a) dishwasher, air conditioning, self-cooling refrigerator, automatic garage doors 
b) Jacuzzi tub, central vacuuming, anti-theft security system, intercom system
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. En Garde for Lightsabers: The French Fencing Federation is giving lightsabers, the famed movie weapons, 
equal rank with the foil, epee, and sabre—traditional blades of the Olympic Games.

2. Teen Vaping Targeted: In an effort to curb teen vaping, some U.S. cities and states want to ban certain kid-
friendly flavors of e-cigarettes. 

3. Curling Heats Up: Every four years, a sport nicknamed “chess on ice” captures audience attention around 
the globe. But U.S. curling proponents want that interest to last beyond the Olympic Games.

4. NYC’s Buzzy New Landmark: Investors are turning the Hudson Yards section of midtown New York into a 
trendy city-within-the-city. But most of the buzz is going to the Vessel, a climbable sculpture. 

POP! SMART QUIZ

1. What new sport has the French Fencing Federation officially recognized? 
a) lightsaber dueling 
b) fencing with plastic swords or foils

2. What is the basic gist of the sport of curling? 
a) Players slide 42-pound rocks over a sheet of ice toward a target. 
b) Players perform gymnastic moves on ice.

3. Hudson Yards is “the cultural center of Manhattan’s New West Side,” but the biggest attraction is an 
interactive piece of art. What is the Vessel? 
a) the storage facility beside the Hudson River where trains are kept 
b) a 150-foot climbable metallic sculpture shaped like a pinecone or shawarma

4. The nicotine in vaping can do what to young brains? 
a) change the brain’s circuitry and damage its ability to learn 
b) make the brain swell and press against the skull causing severe headaches
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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Explain It! quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. a

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


