
OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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MARCH/APRIL EXAMPLE LESSONS:

What would it be like to live under the control of the Islamic State today? With an 
expanded, online-only news story entitled Ferah’s World: A Teen Girl among ISIS, People 
Mover brings one first-hand account to young teen readers. Radical, life-changing events 
occurred when Mosul, Ferah’s home city, fell to IS militants overnight. For years, she 
lived confined mostly to her home, oppressed by rigid laws and fear of violence. Readers 
can put themselves into her experience and give thanks both for freedom from such 
oppression and for the progress that was made in Mosul to push back the militants.

STORIES:

How did a Swedish farm boy grow a business from a single-employee berry-picking 
operation into a multi-billion-dollar, global furniture empire? One frugal decision at a 
time. IKEA’s founder, Ingvar Kamprad, passed away in January. But the business-minded 
entrepreneur left not only a financial fortune behind but also a priceless wealth of 
knowledge about successful business plans and practices. Read Leaving It All Behind 
to learn about Kamprad’s life, business success, and some of his economic philosophy.

STORIES:

Just where is Macedonia? Is it a territory in Greece? Or is it a nation that split from the 
former Yugoslavia? And where does the biblically referenced Macedonia, which Paul 
visited, fit in with the modern-day area? There’s not a simple answer to these questions 
today. Use of the name “Macedonia” is the topic of a big and divisive dispute. Greece 
claims it’s a strictly and historically Greek name. But not everyone agrees. Name 
Dispute over Macedonia explains the reason for the conflict.

STORIES:
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•  Ferah’s World: A Teen Girl among ISIS 
•  Teen Barrel Racer
•  The Farmer and the Slopes

•  Healthcare Adapts for the Elderly
•  Online quiz

•  Paleontologists Dig Their Work
•  Short Circuit on Electric Bikes
•  Leaving It All Behind

•  Restoration at Aleppo Bazaar
•  Online quiz

•  Come Visit My Jungle
•  A Biblical Treasure in Egypt Reopens
•  Venezuela River Scavengers

•  Macedonia Name Claim
•  Online quiz
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Despite relaxing its one-child-per-family policy, China is not seeing the increase in 
birthrate that it hoped for. Once, overpopulation in the nation of well over one billion 
was a major concern. But overcorrection resulted in an unintended consequence: too 
few young people in the workforce to support the aging population. Even though the 
government has allowed for more births per family, the Chinese citizenry is not getting 
on board. Have children become too great a burden in their minds? Children? China 
Can’t Decide tells how the culture’s view of children has been gradually shaped in a way 
that isn’t consistent with seeing individual people as image bearers of God, nor in seeing 
children as a reward worth giving up one’s immediate comforts for. 

STORIES:

The United Nations has an organization that recognizes crafts or traditions for their global 
value to humanity. One of the most recent honors went to—pizza! Not just any pizza, 
though. We’re not talking about fast-food chains. We’re going back to massive, wood-fired 
stone ovens in Old Italy and the ancient pizza-making customs that originated in Naples. 
Celebrate Pizza! explains how this favorite food landed a place of “lasting importance” 
and “intangible contribution to cultural heritage.” It prompts consideration of what makes a 
tradition truly valuable to people—and which traditions might actually promote harm.

STORIES:

Robots may have many uses for serving humankind. But should they look like humans? 
Should they act and think and talk like humans? Some people prefer their robots to appear 
as fake or cutesy or as mechanical as possible. No confusion that way—and not nearly so 
much creepiness. But designer and inventor David Hanson is going to the other extreme. 
He is working to make his humanoid robot Sophia as human-like as he possibly can. From 
her appearance and mannerisms to the way she processes language and uses artificial 
intelligence to mimic human thought, Hanson is determined that Sophia will one day 
become almost indistinguishable from living beings. Humanoid Robots . . . Get Real takes 
readers into the mind of the man—and his machine. 

STORIES:

See WORLDteen’s website at teen.wng.org for all the current stories  
and daily News Bytes—far more than the print magazine contains.

•  School to Table
•  Celebrate Pizza!
•  Limerick Dictionary 

•  Pedigree: Agree or Disagree?
•  Online quiz

•  Chemical Superhero: Graphene
•  Humanoid Robots . . . Get Real
•  Cloaking Could Become Reality

•  Micro-sized PV Solar Cells
•  Online quiz

•  Treehouse Nightmare
•  Pill-Busting Powder 
•  Irony and Ivory

•  Children? China Can’t Decide
•  Online quiz
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?
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Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


