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OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Precious Pigment May Tell a Story: When scientists examined the remains of a medieval-era woman, 
they made a remarkable discovery that gives clues about the woman’s profession.

2. Student Sleep Study: A study on delaying the start to the school day reveals that students who catch 
more Z’s also make more A’s.

3. Out of the Shadows at St. Peter’s: Almost 400 years after its completion, St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican 
City now boasts one of the world’s most innovative lighting systems.

4. Dutch Rail Makes Reparations: The Dutch railway company NS may begin paying reparations for its 
role in transporting Jews during World War II. What exactly will that do?

Explain It! quiz

1. Researchers studied the effect of a delayed start time at two schools in Seattle. What did their 
research show? 
a) Students just stayed up later and remained tired during the school day. 
b) An extra hour added more snooze time and resulted in less sleepiness during school. 

2. Reparations seek to make amends to people who have been wronged. Why might a Dutch railway 
company begin paying reparations? 
a) The Dutch people feel sad about how many Jews died during the war. 
b) The company transported Jews for the Nazis during World War II.

3. Why are researchers convinced now that the remains of an unknown woman found in a church 
graveyard in Germany give evidence that the woman was a skilled artist? 
a) Bits of precious blue ultramarine pigment were found in her teeth, suggesting that she used paints   
     reserved for only well-respected artists. 
b) A letter requesting an artistic commission from “sister N” was found in the woman’s tomb.

4. Why did a global lighting manufacturer install 100,000 LEDs in St. Peter’s Basilica? 
a) because the wiring for the old lighting system was dangerous and the church was afraid of lawsuits 
b) to help illuminate shadowy, semi-dark areas of the church and to allow for different lighting setups

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Iranian Revolution Anniversary: Forty years after a rebellion of frustrated citizens rose up against 
Iran’s government, consequences of that revolution are still affecting the world.

2. A Submerged Town Emerges: As a devastating drought dragged on in Colorado, residents near  
the Blue Mesa Reservoir found they could walk again among the remains of a town some once  
called home.

3. Missionaries as Media Correspondents: Today, cable television broadcasts world news ’round the 
clock. But not too long ago, much world news was shaped by reporting from Christian missionaries 
around the globe.

4. Charting the Indian Ocean: Scientists are literally diving into one of Earth’s last unexplored frontiers—
the planet’s third largest body of water.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. What happened to the town of Iola, Colorado? 
a) It was flooded when the Blue Mesa Dam obstructed the Gunnison River. 
b) It was abandoned after a rush of prospectors found no gold along the Gunnison River.

2. What two fundamentals of early Persian life contributed to the downfall of the Pahlavi dynasty and 
even influence present-day politics? 
a) Shia Islam as the official state religion and the intense political power of the Muslim clergy 
b) the treatment of women as equals and the rights of every Iranian to obtain an education

3. Much of the First Descent research will take place in the Seychelles. People in this island nation 
hope the ocean research will        . 
a) help them understand its ocean territory—“what to protect and [what to] leave untouched” 
b) give them an advantage when it comes to harvesting animals and plant life from their “watery property”

4. What network of communication served to open eyes around the world to news and needs before 
the existence of cable television news broadcasts? 
a) Government ambassadors paid and sent by the largest nations of the world into remote areas were       
     largely responsible for all pre-media coverage of global events. 
b) Christian missionary reports from as early as the 19th century kept churches and individuals informed of  
     critical happenings globally before news correspondents were on the scene reporting.

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. Retail Giants Vie for Business: A strong U.S. job market has two of the world’s largest retailers—
Amazon and Walmart—fighting for consumer cash. It may be the customer who wins in the end.

2. Goodbye Checkout Lines: Cashier-less stores are coming. But could saying “goodbye” to checkout 
lines also signal privacy problems?

3. Is Smartphone Past Its Prime?: Smartphone sales have slowed. With no new exciting innovations . . . 
is the smartphone industry past its prime?

4. Disposing Disposables: A new product subscription service hopes to trash disposable containers, 
replacing them with reusables like the milkman service of the past.

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. When retailers compete to satisfy consumer’s changing tastes, who usually wins? 
a) Consumers usually win because prices come down and quality of goods and services goes up. 
b) The company’s owners usually win because they are the only ones making any profit.

2. How does the home delivery service Loop work, and what is its goal? 
a) Loop uses only packaging that is biodegradable, so products will not clog landfills or create excess   
    garbage. They hope to reduce garbage worldwide. 
b) Loop delivers goods in reusable containers. Then the service collects, washes, and refills them. The     
     service aims to eliminate garbage.

3. In the early 2010s, yearly smartphone improvements enticed people to buy new phones. What is 
causing today’s slowdown in smartphone growth? 
a) Smartphone battery life has become so terrible that users have stopped using cellphones.  
b) Today’s smartphones lack the kind of innovation that users notice and want to pay more for.

4. How do shoppers use Amazon Go stores? 
a) Shoppers enter using a smartphone app, pick out the products they want to purchase, and then leave. 
b) Shoppers must use a code to enter the store, and then use an infrared self-checkout system, like the   
     ones in many grocery stores.
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Two Sides of Minimum Wage: A new minimum wage law in Missouri means this restaurant owner must 
pay out thousands of dollars more in salaries. Where will the money come from?

2. Tribal Waterfall Tours Go Self-Guided: Havasu Falls is on many people’s must-see lists. But reaching the 
site has previously meant employing a professional guide to cross a remote Native American reservation.

3. China Surveillance: China is amassing huge amounts of data on its 1.4 billion citizens. Those whose 
ideas conflict with Communist Party goals may be monitored and punished.

4. Energy Policy v. Greater Sage-Grouse: In one swath of the American West, a debate over endangered 
animals and human use of habitats and resources is raging. 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. Critics believe reversing or modifying land use protections could affect the greater sage-grouse 
because      . 
a) drilling might disrupt breeding grounds and wipe out grouse colonies 
b) conducting controlled burns of the sagebrush could kill off an important food source for the birds

2. How does near-constant surveillance make it difficult for house church leaders in Communist China? 
a) Widespread facial recognition and digital trails from phone and computer messaging apps make   
     organizing, holding secret services, or informing outsiders of persecution difficult. 
b) The technology actually makes holding meetings easier because leaders can quickly contact multiple  
     church members to tell them the location of meetings.

3. Why has the Havasupai Tribe stopped selling permits to tour companies for trips to Havasu Falls? 
a) The tribe wants to manage all tourist traffic through their reservation. 
b) They want to keep all tourists out of the ancestral lands.

4. What happens when employers must pay workers more? 
a) Employers sometimes don’t allow employees to keep their tips. 
b) Employers often either raise prices or allow workers to work fewer hours.

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Denmark Fences Out Wild Boars: Denmark is building a 43-mile fence to try to prevent the spread of 
African swine fever, which could devastate the nation’s pork industry. 

2. Brine Problems: Much of the world doesn’t have enough fresh water. But desalination—creating fresh 
water from salt water—is presenting a new set of troubles to deal with.

3. DC’s Rat Race: A pair of veteran Health Department employees want to rid the nation’s capital of too-
present vermin: particularly, the common rat.

4. Generic EpiPen Alternative: Generic drug maker Sandoz has announced plans to sell an alternative to 
the allergy injector EpiPen, hopefully reducing costs for those who need it.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. What do some people believe is causing a rat invasion in Washington, DC? 
a) mild winters and a human population boom 
b) The feeding of rats by extreme animal lovers

2. Desalination is a process that removes minerals (mostly salt) from saltwater. The upside of 
desalination is being able to make fresh water from seawater. What is a downside? 
a) There isn’t enough saltwater in the world to make fresh water. 
b) The process produces a lot of brine—super-salty water that can be toxic to marine life.

3. Denmark is erecting a fence on its border with Germany. What is the purpose of this fence? 
a. to keep out wild boars that may be infected with African swine fever and therefore to protect the   
     financially critical pork industry in Denmark 
b. to reduce the flow of immigrants and refugees from Germany into Denmark, which is known for being     
     one of the most contented nations in the world

4. How does the hormone epinephrine help to reverse life-threatening allergic reactions? 
a. Upon injection, it breaks down the allergy-causing protein into amino acids that are harmless in the body. 
b. Upon injection, it reverses the body’s immune response that attempts to constrict airways and lower  
     blood  pressure.
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Captain Flinders’ Remains: Found!: In England, archaeologists digging in a London cemetery rediscovered 
a famous discoverer! They found the remains of Captain Matthew Flinders.

2. 9/11 Responders Monument: Stonecutters Andy Hebert and Evan Ladd may be working on their most 
important project ever: monuments for the new 9/11 Memorial Glade site.

3. Disabled Dancers Take the Stage: Iraly Yanez may have found a way to get her dancing career back on track 
after an injury left her partially paralyzed.

4. Honduran Lobster Divers: Diving for lobsters is a way of life for some poor Hondurans. But decompression 
sickness can kill or disable those who dive deep for a living.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. How do lobster divers like Saul Ronaldo Atiliano get decompression sickness?  
a) Nitrogen bubbles form in divers’ bodies when they surface too quickly or perform too many dives in one day. 
b) When divers stay underwater too long or refuse to wear safety equipment, they can get “the bends.”

2. What lifelong dream is Irany Yanez able to realize now, despite being bound to a wheelchair? 
a) She has finished her chemical engineering degree at a Venezuela university and is working in research. 
b) She has joined a dance troupe for the disabled and is performing dance even with her physical limitations.

3. Andy Hebert and Evan Ladd are helping to cut stones for a new 9/11 Memorial Glade. The memorial 
remembers what group of people? 
a) first responders and rescue workers, many of whom became ill because of their recovery efforts at  
     Ground Zero 
b) the thousands of people who died from the attacks on the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers

4. For what two things is Captain Matthew Flinders perhaps best known in Australia? 
a) traveling with a cat named Trim and demanding to be buried in the middle of London’s busiest crossroads 
b) circling the entire Australian continent and pushing to name the landmass “Australia”
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Pet Feeder Knows Fido from Fluffy: Mookkie is one smart feed bowl. The new device can tell Fido from 
Fluffy—and keep one from eating the other’s food!

2. Internal Insulin Injector: Is there a solution on the horizon to daily shots for diabetics? An ingestible pill 
that delivers its dose inside the stomach may soon mean fewer pricks for sick people.

3. Measuring Pain: Doctors measure vital signs to get a view of overall health. But pain is a huge indicator of 
health. Is it possible to quantify and analyze pain just as accurately?

4. Robo-Mower Makes Strides: If a robot can vacuum a room, why can’t it mow a lawn? It turns out, 
developing a robotic mower presents significant challenges to overcome. 

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. How does the Mookkie food bowl keep pets from stealing food from other pets? 
a) The bowl has a custom opening built for a specific pet. 
b) Mookkie uses facial recognition to open the bowl’s lid only for the intended pet.

2. What does Dr. Julia Finkel’s eye-tracking device do? 
a) tracks pupil reactions to pain and medicine 
b) measures how well a patient can see in dim light

3. Which of God’s creatures inspired the design for a pill that rights itself in a patient’s stomach so that it 
can deliver a painless prick of medicine internally? 
a) the armadillo 
b) the African leopard tortoise

4. Engineers worked hard to develop Terra, iRobot’s robotic lawn mower. What were some of the problems 
they encountered? 
a) Terra couldn’t identify its location, so it got lost and missed spots. Also, Terra’s camera lenses would get  
     clogged with yard debris. 
b) Terra’s batteries wouldn’t hold a charge long enough to mow for more than three minutes.
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Limiting Screen Time: Would you take a break from electronics if you knew that staring at a video game, 
cellphone, or laptop harmed your brain? New research might convince you.

2. Fish Pedicures: One fish species that is known to feed on dead skin is providing an unusual luxury spa 
treatment for cracked and callused feet. 

3. Grocery Bots on Patrol: Marty is Badger Technologies’ aisle-roving robot. Designed to identify spills, 
messes, and other disorders in retail settings, Marty could soon be monitoring a store near you!

4. History-Making Hall of Fame Election: New York Yankee Mariano “The Sandman” Rivera is the first 
baseball player ever to be unanimously elected to the MLB Hall of Fame.

 

POP! SMART QUIZ

1. New research shows that too much time spent on electronic devices (“screen time”) may do what  
to children’s, teens’, and young adults’ brains? 
a) Screen time of any amount causes the brain to decay. 
b) Too much screen time may thin or age the brain.

2. Mahmoud Othman’s cafe in Gaza features fish pedicures. What’s “fishy” about this spa treatment? 
a) Customers’ feet are massaged with fish scales and fish oil.  
b) Tiny toothless fish suck dried and dead skin off customers’ feet.

3. Badger Technologies has developed a fleet of robots. What task are the robots currently performing  
in grocery stores? 
a) roving the aisles looking for spills and other hazards 
b) automating the checkout process by scanning prices

4. What is unique about Mariano Rivera’s election to the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame? 
a) He is the first athlete to be elected while still an active player of the game. 
b) He is the first athlete to be elected unanimously.
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

MARCH/APRIL 2019 ANSWER KEY

Explain It! quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


