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TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Aging Korean Babies: Koreans use one of the world’s strangest systems to determine age. How can a 
baby that was born just a few hours ago be considered two years old?

2. A Younger-Than-Expected Universe: Scientists are stumped by calculations that suggest the universe 
is younger than they thought. It seems the Hubble Constant isn’t always so constant after all!

3. Stolen Books: Someone robbed the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh. A stolen copy of the 1615 Geneva 
Bible was recovered, but many valuable historical items are still missing.

4. US, UK Teams Share Literacy XPRIZE: Two educational companies will split $10 million to promote 
literacy worldwide. Both developed apps to teach children to read.

 

 
EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. How does the concept of “Korean age” work? 
a) In Korean age, a baby is one year old at birth, and its age increases a year on New Year’s Day. 
b) Korean age uses an ancient numbering system that skips years containing leap years.

2. The Geneva Bible isn’t rare or expensive. It is valuable because __. 
a) it was the first widely available, mass-produced “study Bible” 
b) it described the system of government of the 13 original colonies

3. What new discovery has scientists and astronomers confounded? 
a) a dual black hole that is calling Einstein’s theory of gravitational waves into question 
b) a variation in the Hubble constant that is calling the age of the universe into question

4. The XPRIZE for literacy was given to two companies that succeeded in doing this: 
a) training teachers to instruct children how to read the Swahili language 
b) developing software for use on tablets that enable children to teach themselves how to read

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Nero’s Palace Receives Visitors Again: A cruel dictator’s once-glorious palace is open to the public 
again in Rome, Italy. Nero persecuted Christians and promoted his own glory over God’s.

2. A First for Bedouin Women: One Bedouin woman living in a traditional tribe on Egypt’s Sinai 
Peninsula is breaking new ground by going to work.

3. Cyprus’s Enduring Perfumeries: Long ago, the Mediterranean island nation of Cyprus became 
famous for its perfumes. Perfumeries today still use the same process to distill fine scents.

4. “God’s Tribe” Thrives in Taiwan: The Smangus tribe in Taiwan has built a thriving tourist community. 
It’s based on Christian principles for living together and their common faith.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. The ancient Mediterranean island nation of Cyprus is famous for infusing olive oil with distilled 
plant scents and producing what? 
a) some of the earliest effective essential oils for medicinal purposes 
b) some of the earliest, most enduring, and coveted fragrant perfumes

2. What groundbreaking activity is Umm Yasser participating in? 
a) She is successfully working outside the home even though she is a woman—a practice that is 
traditionally disallowed among Bedouin communities. 
b) She is using her limited access to electricity and cellular service to complete a college degree—a first for 
any Bedouin in her community.

3. What keeps the young people of the Smangus tribe returning—instead of taking jobs in big cities 
like most other tribes? 
a) The tribe offers a combination of good jobs, a tight-knit community, and a shared Christian faith. 
b) The Smangus tribe is a commune that doesn’t allow its members to leave.

4. The Domus Transitoria was originally built on Palatine Hill in Rome for what purpose? 
a) It was a temple built to honor the Roman god Apollo. 
b) It was a palace built to honor the emperor Nero, who saw himself as an absolute monarch. 

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Cashless Backlash: Some stores and restaurants don’t want to deal with cash, but their new policies 
mean not everyone can make purchases there. 

2. CVS Stores To Offer Tooth Alignment: What if you could get your teeth straightened without seeing—
or paying the big fees for—an orthodontist? Would you give it a try?

3. 150 Years of the Transcontinental Railroad: It’s been 150 years since the United States was joined by 
a railroad that let East and West Coasts connect like never before.

4. If the Shoe Fits . . . Profit from It: Footwear and apparel company Nike has created a foot-scanning 
app that can recommend your perfect shoe size after it takes measurements. 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. Why are activists and policymakers fighting to force businesses to accept cash? 
a) Many people still don’t have bank accounts, or they rely heavily on cash. 
b) Credit cards encourage fraud among people without money.

2. What new service is CVS Health beginning to offer at a significant savings in its stores? 
a) blood tests for cholesterol screening 
b) tooth-straightening services without having an orthodontist visit

3.  A footwear and apparel company has created an app that __. 
a) measures a customer’s feet and recommends a shoe size 
b) finds the least expensive shoes in the right size

4. Which group of people responsible for bringing the Transcontinental Railroad into existence were 
honored specifically at the sesquicentennial celebration in Utah in May? 
a) legislators and investors who developed and funded the plans for the railroad 
b) Chinese immigrant workers who put in back-breaking 12-hour days for years to lay the tracks
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

JULY/AUGUST TEACHING GUIDE



5

1. FDA’s Cherry-Picked Regulations: Does your cherry pie have enough plump, red cherries in it to be legal? 
Some food standards are regulated by law, but that may be changing. 

2. Maine’s Slippery Seaweed Rights: Superfood seaweed is big business in Maine, but who owns the rights 
to the harvest? A judge ruled that seaweed growing off a property owner’s shoreline isn’t free for the taking.

3. Lunch Shaming for Unpaid Bills: Unpaid lunch accounts in schools made some kids ashamed of the 
meals they received. Legislators need wisdom to manage costs while helping hungry students. 

4. Taking Out Trash: Poor countries buy garbage from wealthier nations to process for income. But what if 
the garbage that arrives is too trashy to use? 

 
LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. Why do the Trump administration and the American Bakers Association believe food standard 
regulations are unnecessary or bad? 
a) Regulations unnecessarily burden manufacturers, who already self-regulate by creating products that 
satisfied customers will want to buy again. 
b) The cost of hiring thousands of food inspectors to thoroughly check all products is so large it must  
be passed on to the companies—and then to consumers, raising food prices beyond common  
household budgets.

2. What ruling did Maine’s Supreme Court make about the rockweed growing along its shorelines?  
a) The seaweed belongs to the state of Maine. 
b) The seaweed belongs to the landowner.

3. What was the problem with what a Rhode Island school did to students with unpaid lunch charges? 
a) The cheese or SunButter sandwiches the students received embarrassed or confused the students, who 
weren’t responsible for the unpaid bills. 
b) Many students who got cheese or SunButter sandwiches had food allergies to the ingredients in the 
alternate meals.

4. China used to buy much of the world’s trash and recyclable materials. Last year, the Chinese 
government banned imports of trash. What is happening to all that garbage now? 
a) Many countries are selling their trash to other countries—especially poor ones. 
b) Many wealthy countries are stepping up efforts to recycle more materials.

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. A Battery Made from Salt: Quicklime is a naturally occurring salt that may be able to store large 
quantities of heat. A Berlin thermal power station is testing quicklime like a large, natural battery. 

2. Zombie Cells: Scientists identified trouble-making cells in the human body—and hope to control them 
to slow the progress of aging.

3. Noisy Cicadas Are Back!: Periodical cicadas emerge in huge batches after years of dormancy 
underground. The brood that hatched this spring hadn’t been seen in 17 years!

4. Frog Breeder Undercuts Poacher Profit: A breeder battles endangered frog poaching in Colombia by 
flooding the buyer’s market with legal specimens he raises himself.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. A Berlin thermal power station is using what substance to store heat and perhaps change the future 
of power generation? 
a) calcium oxide, or “quicklime” 
b) bituminous coal, or “black gold”

2. Zombie cells start out normal. What happens when they encounter trauma? 
a) The cells become stronger and begin making the surrounding cells stronger too. 
b) The cells either die or stop working normally and start causing trouble.

3. What is Ivan Lozano doing to disrupt the effect poachers and smugglers are having on rare and 
endangered frogs in Colombia’s mountain forests? 
a) He is tracking poachers with trained dogs, who sniff out the illegals at their jungle campsites. 
b) He is breeding endangered frogs and selling them at lower prices to collectors worldwide, undercutting 
profits for traffickers.

4. This year’s batch of periodical cicadas is known as Brood VIII. How often does this type of cicada 
emerge from the ground and start making a racket? 
a) every 17 years 
b) every year
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Ministry Serves Mail to the Homeless: A Philadelphia mission serves up meals, medical services, and 
the daily mail to the city’s homeless. Why is having an address important to those in need?

2. Kid “Geek Squads” on the Job: When school districts need to fill IT requests on a budget, more and 
more they are looking internally for help from their own students.

3. Lighting Up Navajo Nation: The slow process of bringing electricity to remote Navajo homes picks up 
speed when utility companies collaborate.

4. Dog Training Is College Bound: As the need for service and therapy dogs grows, a university offers a 
degree program to prepare more trainers.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. What important service is Philadelphia’s Broad Street Ministry providing for about 3,200 homeless 
people? 
a. free, walk-in dental and vaccination clinics for homeless “guests” 
b. a mail service, where “guests” can receive communication from family and information about jobs and 
life resources

2. To what resource are some school systems turning for help in supporting the many laptops, iPads,  
and other devices being used in classrooms today? 
a. their own students, who grew up with technology and now learn how to repair and support hardware 
and software 
b. franchised tech companies such as Best Buy and CPR, who now allot a certain number of support 
technicians to each school district

3. What is the Light Up Navajo project? 
a. a government strategy to supply money for fuel and food for American Indians 
b. a collaborative plan among utility companies to bring power to tribal reservation residents currently 
without electricity

4. The State University of New York at Cobleskill has developed a new four-year college degree in  
what field? 
a. canine training and management 
b. animal cancer detection and prevention
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Turning Thoughts into Speech: Researchers may have discovered how to turn a non-vocal person’s 
thoughts into speech almost instantly.

2. Drones: Filling the Skies at Work: Drones are getting busier, buzzing around inspecting bridges and 
watching for signs of avalanche, among other things. 

3. Make Your Own Doggo: With plans you can download online, you could build your own robotic 
quadruped. This creation, called “Stanford Doggo,” can walk, jump, and even do a flip.

4. Mastering Moon Dust: Regolith is a mineral-rich but sticky, destructive powder that covers the surface 
of the Moon. NASA is studying the dust to learn to manage and use it.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. Why is a group of brain researchers studying how humans use the lips, throat, jaw, and tongue  
for speech? 
a) The researchers hope to analyze muscle movements in order to turn a person’s thoughts into 
understandable speech. 
b) The researchers want to help people who have difficulty eating to be able to swallow regular foods.

2. How do drones help control avalanches? 
a) Drones can send radio and thermal signals that prevent snow slides from beginning. 
b) Drones can measure snow as well as predict snow slides and water runoff from melting snow.

3. What space nuisance is NASA’s Swamp Works tasked with mastering? 
a) Moon dust, or regolith—the static electricity-charged abrasive powder on the Moon’s surface 
b) space junk—the debris from decades’ worth of defunct satellites and trash from the ISS that clutters  
the region called Low Earth Orbit

4. Which design feature makes it possible for the Stanford Doggo robotic quadruped to jump higher 
than other four-legged robots built to date? 
a) the triangular, multi-jointed leg design, which differs from a typical single-joint knee 
b) a powerful internal motor that gives extra boost to the back legs
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Learning about Tea: A scientist seeking a really good cup of tea becomes an elite expert called a 
“sommelier.” Clint Jones’s search for good taste became his passion.

2. Status for the Birds: Google searches reveal the popularity of different bird species across North America. 
Are the birds near you friends, neighbors, celebrities, or strangers?

3. Spies Old and New: The International Spy Museum tells the stories of real spies, both historical and 
modern. Did you know George Washington was a spy with the code name Agent 711?

4. A Virtual Shipwreck Museum: Exploring unreachable sunken ships with virtual reality might be almost as 
good as being there! remotely operated vehicles gather deep-sea images to share online. 

POP! SMART QUIZ 

1. What causes the differences in different varieties of tea if they all come from the same plant?  
a) growing locales and methods of harvesting, drying, and oxidation 
b) curling, rolling, or twisting tea leaves into strands, bricks, or balls

2. What gave a bird species celebrity status in Schuetz and Johnston’s study? 
a) Celebrity birds get plenty of Google time—but mostly in the places they normally inhabit. 
b) Celebrity birds attract Google attention despite rare sightings and are popular outside their natural range.

3. The International Spy Museum contains what kinds of spy memorabilia? 
a) actual equipment, disguises, and artifacts from former and current spy operations 
b) only re-created gadgets and tools so that would-be spies can’t steal technology 

4. 4. What is BOEM’s Virtual Archaeology Museum? 
a) a headset that allows users to see what life was like on an 1800s pirate ship 
b) an online way to view shipwrecks via 3-D models, mosaic maps, and videos
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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Law ’n Order quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

Mud Room quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


