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OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Advances for Marathon Amputees: Out of a horrible tragedy, doctors have learned important lessons that 
have led to advancements in amputation procedures and the prostheses that patients use and operate. See 
how some good came from evil intentions.

2. DC’s First Monument: The nation’s oldest federal monument is easy to miss—if you don’t know how and 
where to look. But unless someone makes an effort to maintain it, a part of our country’s history could be lost 
to time and progress.  

3. Ongoing Discovery at Pompeii: Almost 2,000 years after Mt. Vesuvius erupted, archaeologists are still 
excavating unexplored parts of the buried city of Pompeii and reporting new discoveries all along the way.

4. Life in the Balance: When you weigh all life on Earth, say some scientists, billions of humans don’t amount to 
much. The biomass of humanity is just a tiny fraction compared to that of bacteria, fungi, and plants. But what 
matters most to the one who made it all?

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. In the field of medicine, one of the positive things that came out of the 2013 Boston Marathon  
bombing was       .

a) a better way to deal with the mental pain of bombing victims

b) a new technique for amputation

2. Dating back to 1791, what was the purpose of the first national monument in the new United States of 
America?

a) The Washington Monument was begun that year to honor the popular and utterly trusted new leader of the new 
nation, George Washington.

b) The first boundary stone was placed to begin the border of the District of Columbia, an area set apart from any 
individual state to form the capital seat of the new nation.

3. Why is excavation at Italy’s destroyed city of Pompeii so important to archaeologists and historians?

a) The quick covering of the city by volcanic material preserved much of it intact, making it a historical time capsule 
for life in an ancient Roman city.

b) Pompeii was the site of an advanced scientific and technical community, and evidence of its technologies may be 
buried with the city—waiting to inform even today’s scientific community.

4. How is biomass measured by scientists?

a) Biomass is determined by calculating the dry weight of carbon present in a living thing.

b) Biomass is determined by the scale of impact a living thing has on its surroundings.

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. Germany’s Last Wild Horses: Approximately 400 wild horses live in a roughly 1.35-square-mile area in 
Germany’s Westphalia region. These horses, called Duelmen, come into contact with humans just once each 
year—for a roundup!

2. Peru’s Rainbow Mountain: As hikers reach this little-known peak in Peru, they gasp for breath. In part, it’s 
due to exhaustion. But even more, it’s due to the breathtaking view of God’s multicolored handiwork. Can the 
mountain be shared and preserved at the same time?

3. Kenya: Education at Risk: A 12-year-old boy walks five miles to school. He hopes to be a doctor one day.  
But now, Islamist terrorists are attacking teachers. Schools are turning into war zones in Kenya.

4. Taj Mahal: Losing Its Luster: The gleaming white shrine in India is turning a little green. Pollution and  
insects are darkening the once-pristine exterior. The government is getting involved to try to preserve the 
national treasure. 

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. How is al-Shabab disrupting education in Kenya? 

a) by not allowing teachers to use their bank accounts

b) by attacking teachers—but only non-Muslim ones

2. In the short-term, what is threatening the natural landscape of Peru’s Rainbow Mountain?

a) erosion from steady foot traffic caused by about 1,000 visiting hikers each day

b) a new mining contract from a Canadian company that plans to tunnel into the mountain for its gold stores

3. What was the Archaeological Survey of India’s idea for cleaning the Taj Mahal?

a) applying mud to the surface

b) scrubbing it with thousands of toothbrushes

4. Why do a group of German horse wranglers corral the Duelmen ponies each year?

a. The ponies are a nuisance that consume vegetation in public spaces and must be captured and shipped outside 
the country to keep the population under control.

b. The ponies are corralled to capture and auction the yearling stallions, so that the population remains 
manageable for life in the wild. 
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GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. Is A2 Milk A-OK?: A protein in milk makes it difficult to digest for many people. Some dairy farmers think they 
have a solution. Their milk comes from cows that don’t produce that protein. Could this milk bring dairy back 
to those who gave it up for physical comfort?

2. Is Baseball Striking Out?: Baseball may be suffering from too many good pitchers—and too many strikeouts 
at the plate. What’s the answer to bringing excitement back to the sport that once filled stadiums and earned 
the nickname “America’s Pastime”?

3. Robots in the Kitchen: Motorized equipment in restaurant kitchens is not behind the scenes any longer.  
It’s taking center stage! Customers come to eateries like Zume and Spyce to watch their food being prepared 
by robots!

4. Virtual Banking Assistance: You might trust Alexa with your reorder of paper towels. But would you trust her 
with your checking account? Some major banks are offering services via virtual assistants. Just say the word, 
and Alexa, Assistant, or Siri might soon be paying your bills!

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. What trend is slowing the game of Major League Baseball and possibly behind the dropping fan turnout?
a) too few good pitchers moving up from the minor leagues

b) too many strikeouts compared to hits that put the ball into play

 
2. A1 and A2 are closely related types of the same protein. Fans of A2 milk claim       .
a) the A2 protein doesn’t cause uncomfortable digestion problems and allows them to drink milk

b) A2 milk can cure a number of stomach and intestinal diseases like ulcers and colitis

 
3. Today’s mechanical kitchens differ from early food service machines in that       .
a) today’s kitchens allow customers to see all the gears, sensors, and moving parts at work

b) today’s kitchens work without glitches or delays because of advances in robotics and computers

4. What new high-tech service are some financial institutions rolling out as an option for their customers?
a) wireless funds transfers using automobile Bluetooth connections, so customers can avoid the drive- 

through lines

b) banking-by-voice, using virtual assistants such as Siri, Alexa, and Google Assistant to connect to bank  
accounts and take financial actions
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. What’s That Smell? Trademarking Play-Doh’s Unique Scent: A trademark is a recognizable design, 
expression, or symbol that shows a product belongs to a certain company. So how is it possible to 
trademark something intangible—like the scent of Play-Doh?

2. Eminent Domain: Progress or Abuse of Power?: Shortly after Suzette Kelo painted her new house pink 
and moved in, government officials came knocking. They told her she would have to move. Her home’s 
site was needed for economic development. Kelo fought, but lost the case.

3. NBA and College Sports: What can be done about the state of college basketball? Bribery, kickbacks, 
grade changes, and other unethical practices are at play as schools try to keep the best players from 
leaving to join the NBA draft after just a year of college ball.

4. Leggo My Aloe!: In the world of smuggling and black market crime, an unlikely player has appeared on 
the scene. Thieves are bringing in big bucks for stolen succulent plants. That’s right. The little evergreens 
related to aloe and cacti are disappearing from the California landscape to be shipped overseas.

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. The Commission on College Basketball is calling for widespread reforms. One of these has to do with 
the “one-and-done” rule. One and done requires players to be       .

a) 19 years old and one year out of high school before becoming eligible for the NBA draft

b) after one cheating offense, expelled from their teams

2. New London city officials seized private property in order to develop the land for other purposes. 
The legal term for such action is known as       .

a) eminent domain

b) right of progress

3. The Hasbro company applied for what kind of trademark for its Play-Doh modeling compound?

a) Hasbro tried to trademark the sound of Play-Doh sliding out of the can.

b) Hasbro wanted to trademark the smell of Play-Doh.

4. The international succulent heist was first uncovered when       .

a) a woman in a post office asked a man about 60 packages he was sending 

b) a family on the California coast woke up to find that all their succulents had been taken

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. Modeling the Mississippi: The shoreline along the Mississippi River is fragile. Thousands of square miles 
of land along the banks have eroded. So scientists built a massive, 10,000-square-foot model to recreate 
weather and topography along the famous river. Can they help the river heal?

2. Winsol Shares: Baby Winsol, the aardvark, and his mother, Ali, are making an important contribution to 
science. They are sharing the milk Ali produces for Winsol as he grows. Scientists study the changes in the 
milk. It helps them care better for other animals.

3. Bird Revival?: Canadian researchers want to do more than just conserve existing species. They are studying 
extinct bird species, with a focus on “de-extinction.” Will it one day be possible to recreate a species that was 
lost from the world years ago?

4. Dog Trackers: Bringing Rhinos Back: Dogs trained to hunt animals such as coyotes or bobcats can be 
trained to hunt another type of predator—poachers. One man is offering help to save endangered rhinos from 
poachers. He’s using his hunting dogs to sniff out the people who illegally kill the giant creatures.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. Why are scientists studying a giant model of part of the Mississippi River?

a) They hope to figure out how to rebuild the land that the river is washing away. 

b) They want to be able to divert large amounts of river water to make clean energy. 

2. Scientists at the Smithsonian’s Exotic Animal Milk Repository study animal milk in order to       .

a) help find cures for many of the world’s diseases

b) create milk substitutes for animal babies

3. Why do poachers hunt rhinos?

a) Poachers want to steal rhino horns to sell to cultures that use them in folk medicine.

b) Rhinos are extremely dangerous when living near human populations.

4. What is “de-extinction”?

a) implanting DNA from lost species into current species to reproduce extinct animals

b) passing laws to keep humans from cutting down trees and hunting
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. In the Shadow of Everest: Kami Rita has climbed Mt. Everest 22 times. He plans to go for another three. Rita 
is a Sherpa guide. Why does he do such dangerous work? He does it to provide a better life than he has known 
for his own children.

2. Girls Take on Robotics: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math careers are largely dominated by men. 
But some girls around the world are challenging that standard. One all-girl team from Canada competed in an 
international competition to build a better robot.

3. Women of WWII: Not every woman was holding down a home and a Victory Garden during World War II—
though those were important and necessary roles. A new exhibit displays the many varied jobs women were 
doing around the globe during that turbulent time.

4. Family Finds World War II Plane: Tom Kelly was one of the many casualties of World War II. His plane went 
down and was lost somewhere in the Pacific Ocean. But a relative was determined to find the man he’d never 
even known. Find out how one family’s research helped locate the missing plane.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ
1. What is unique about Canada’s Amazon Warriors robotics team?
a) The all-girl team is advised by only women—a rarity in a STEM field like robotics.

b) The team builds its robot only with materials it can purchase directly from the online retail giant Amazon.com, 
which sponsors the competitions annually.

2. Sherpa Kami Rita holds the record for the most Everest climbs. Rita’s reason for climbing is       .
a) making enough money to send his children to school

b) his family, the Sherpa people, and Nepal

3. Scott Althaus and his family conducted a lengthy search for a missing relative. The information they 
gathered helped       .

a) find the missing person and bring him safely back home

b) locate a downed WWII aircraft off the coast of Papua New Guinea

4. What was the role of women during the war according to the International Museum of World War II?
a) Many women around the world filled roles usually held by men, including flying planes, smuggling goods, and 

working on military vehicles.

b) Women in civilized countries maintained purely domestic, household roles so that men could concentrate on 
fighting the war.
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. Robocallers: Who’s Calling?: The phone call sounds natural and conversational. But one of the voices is 
computer generated. Computers are being programmed even to use “verbal clutter” such as “uh,” “um,” and 
“gotcha” to sound more human than ever.

2. Future Flyers Coming Soon: Would you enjoy flying your own personal aircraft? Skimming above the 
surface of a lake or banking at the edges of an open field? Personal flight just got one step closer to reality 
with the introduction of Kitty Hawk’s Flyer—a drone-like craft that doesn’t require a pilot’s license to operate.

3. Gut Check Smart Capsule: Less invasive than sending in a camera, scientists are developing a tiny “smart 
pill” to detect intestinal bleeding. Patients would swallow the pill. It could help speed up diagnosis of internal 
health issues by monitoring and evaluating from the inside.

4. Organs-on-Chips: A new invention uses human cells from different body organs on computer chips to 
replicate all the functions and responses of each organ. This discovery may replace the need to use animals 
for drug testing—getting experimental treatments out to patients more quickly and with certainty that side 
effects on humans will be minimal.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. New technology allows computers to make phone calls without phone answerers realizing it. What 
might be a problem with a robocaller?

a) Computers can record conversations—with or without permission.

b) Computers have trouble understanding slang, foreign accents, and incorrect grammar.

2. A new edible pill sensor works by       .

a) releasing a dye that makes cancerous cells show up on X-rays

b) altering living cells to make them detect blood and start glowing

3. How is the Kitty Hawk Flyer different from a small airplane?

a) It uses rotors instead of engines to lift off and land vertically, and it has simplified controls to make it operable 
by people without a pilot’s license.

b) It has wheels and folding wings that allow it to be driven on highways and roads like a car.

4. What purpose might organs-on-chips address that could change healthcare in the near future?

a) They might allow scientists to grow full organs in labs to use for transplant patients instead of waiting for  
donor organs.

b) They might reduce the need for testing new drugs on animals and speed up the process of testing for side 
effects in human patients.

8

JULY/AUGUST TEACHING GUIDE

PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.



1. Saudi Arabia Welcomes Back the Cinema: Things are changing in Saudi Arabia. For the first time in about 
30 years, a feature film was publicly screened in a theater, which seated male and female viewers in the same 
space. What else is changing in the Middle Eastern nation, and why?

2. Legendary Ballpoint Writes History: Even if you didn’t notice, you’ve probably seen or used a Skilcraft pen. 
Since the 1930s, blind employees have cranked out millions of these pens for government use each year. 

3. HandTrux Gets Sales Clearance: One toy maker isn’t mourning the decline of the Toys “R” Us franchise.  
The maker of HandTrux toys sees a new opportunity to break into a market it had struggled to find a place  
in before. 

4. Daily Sea Salt: Is sea salt better than the free-flowing, small-grained table salt that comes in the round 
cardboard cartons at the grocery store? Many people do prefer it. That gives business opportunities to small 
salt producers such as Brian and Shaena McMahon. They use simple scientific processes to naturally extract 
salt from sea water.

POP! SMART QUIZ

1. The National Industries for the Blind began supplying pens to the military shortly after what happened?

a) President Roosevelt required the U.S. Post Office to buy pens made by blind people.

b) Another manufacturer made 13 million defective ballpoints.

2. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia has introduced some social reforms to his country. 
One of the most recent and most popular has been       .

a) allowing single women to eat near men in restaurants during daylight hours

b) re-opening movie theaters after 30+ years

3. What event has led to the newfound success for HandTrux, a children’s digging toy?

a) the collapse of toy company Toys “R” Us

b) a new emphasis on the environment and “going green”

4. Sea salt is different from regular table salt because it is       .

a) mined out of the ground as rocks

b) harvested from ocean water
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

WORLDTEEN JULY/AUGUST 2018 ANSWER KEY

Explain It! quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

Mud Room quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

People Mover quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


