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OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Queen Bess Is Back: Once a natural bird sanctuary, this Louisiana island was badly damaged by a 
massive oil spill. Decades of cleanup efforts have helped to restore the eroded and polluted Queen 
Bess Island.

2. Sound of the Silent Cathedral: The Hagia Sophia one reverberated with the glorious sounds of 
God’s worship. But it fell silent when the Ottoman Empire conquered Constantinople. Researchers 
used a strange method to recreate the ancient cathedral’s acoustics.

3. Smart Bird Brains: Why don’t woodpeckers get concussions? Why are humans so prone to the brain 
injury? Scientists are studying God’s design for woodpecker skulls as they look for ways to help people.

4. Dealing with Nuclear Wastewater: Nine years post-disaster, Japan’s Fukushima nuclear power plant 
still deals with toxic debris. What can be done? Is it safe to dilute radioactive wastewater and release it 
into the sea, as some officials say?. 

 

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. What caused problems on Queen Bess Island, Louisiana?  
a) Pirates in the Gulf of Mexico ransacked the island, killing plants and animals.  
b) Floods and rising sea levels took much of the island, and an oil spill harmed the wildlife.

2. How could a study of woodpecker skulls help humans?  
a) Scientists hope to find ways that the birds’ bones, tissues, or cells help prevent brain injury  
despite repeated pecking.  
b) Scientists are looking for the reason woodpeckers keep pecking even though the action is  
harming them.

3. In 1453, the Hagia Sophia came under the control of __.  
a) Constantinople  
b) the Ottoman Empire

4. What plan has Japan’s government okayed for the release of radioactive water?  
a) The government is endorsing a plan to pump the water secretly into China.  
b) Japan will allow the power company to release diluted toxic water into the ocean.

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Healing and Hunting: Falconry is hunting with and training birds of prey. Around the world, falconry is more 
than pastime: It’s treasured tradition that has gone on for many centuries. 

2. Food Insecurity in Venezuela: As the Venezuelan crisis continues, food is available—but not affordable. 
Many, many people depend upon charitable groups just to survive from day to day.

3. Syrian War Rumbles into 10th Year: Destruction grows in Syria’s war-torn landscape. The war now 
includes military influences from terrorist groups and many nations as well as refugees flooding the borders 
of many more..

4. Cuba: Internet Food Hunt: Internet searches help some in Cuba track down hard-to-find basic necessities. 
But while everyone needs food and supplies, not everyone can afford internet access.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. The sport of falconry has existed for many centuries. Why are falcons highly prized in parts of the 
Middle East?  
a) The birds helped early peoples survive. Today, their allure is mostly symbolic and traditional.  
b) Birds raised in captivity provide the best meat, feathers, and claws for the worldwide falcon trade.

2. A survey says food is available now in economically strained Venezuela. So why are Venezuelans  
still living with malnutrition and food insecurity?  
a) Hyperinflation has made Venezuelans’ money almost worthless, and joblessness further adds to  
widespread poverty, so people can’t buy the food that is now available.  
b) As soon as Venezuelans buy food for their families, they are robbed before they can get it home to prepare  
and serve.

3. How are some in Cuba using internet chat rooms to locate basic goods?  
a) They scope out who has certain items and then steal them.  
b) They ask where to find certain products and others respond with store locations.

4. What are some of the negative effects of the Syrian civil war on countries outside Syria?  
a) Syria was a major provider of crude oil to much of the world, which now experiences increased fuel prices  
with Syria out of production.  
b) Neighboring countries are flooded with refugees escaping the conflict, and violent terrorist groups have  
grown up out of the war.

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Uber Eats Its Losses: Ride-hailing giant Uber ended last year losing money. It started the new year in 
the same situation, but that’s all part of its plan. Sometimes in economics, the way up is down first.

2. Interest in Positives and Negatives: Interest rates hit super lows with some banks even charging 
negative interest. What does negative interest mean for people who borrow, save, or invest?

3. Food, Delivery Jobs Go Viral: With much of the globe stuck at home for weeks on end, many 
businesses took a hard hit. But the demand for certain other service jobs soared.

4. Whiplash: U.S. Economy Brakes Hard: From a stock matter perspective, 2020 came in like a bull. 
The economy was growing and the market reaching all-time highs. But in a matter of hours, a thriving 
U.S. economy took a crushing downturn. 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. Why is ride-hailing company Uber not in despair over a $1.1 billion loss in 2019?  
a) The company has a plan to pare back its services deeply in 2020, cutting costs and moving back to 
profitability.  
b) The company sees the loss as an investment to grow two areas that it believes will be profitable 
very soon.

2. What caused a sudden increase in consumer spending during the coronavirus pandemic?  
a) Many people stayed home and shopped online for food and supplies.  
b) People wanted to hoard certain luxury items in case companies went out of business.

3. How do very low or negative interest rates affect average people in regard to saving and 
purchasing?  
a) They cost average people lots of money, because those individuals lose all interest earnings and must 
pay banks fees to keep their money in small, personal savings accounts.  
b) At low or negative interest rates, average people earn very little interest on savings accounts, but they 
also may get loans for new purchases at very little or no interest on repayment.

4. What is the main difference between the financial crisis of 2007-2008 and the one that occurred 
this spring?  
a) The earlier crisis happened over more than a year, due a large number of bad mortgages that 
had propped up the economy falsely, while the current economy ground to a halt in just days when 
everything shut down to prevent virus spread.  
b) The earlier crisis was due to too many people taking money out of banks and stocks because they 
thought the job market was weak, while the current crisis is due to people investing with too much 
confidence in the wrong businesses.
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. China: Learning under Surveillance: When classes went virtual in China, monitoring by the always-
watching Communist Party became even bigger reality. Some students found their online classes 
immediately shut down without warning.

2. Service Dog Confusion: What is the difference between a service animal and a support animal? Which 
one does the Americans with Disabilities Act protect? The current laws are confusing, poorly understood, 
and sometime even dangerous.

3.  Klamath River Dam Removal: A U.S. dam removal project stirs debate over Western water and habitat. 
Some think the dams must go, but others fear their property values will drop significantly if that happens. 

4. Van Gogh Painting Stolen: While most people were shut in behind closed doors, thieves saw an 
opportunity. Someone broke into a museum in the Netherlands and took a precious van Gogh painting—
on the artist’s birthday even!

 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. What makes online classes especially difficult for teachers in China?  
a) Most Chinese citizens are too poor to afford internet access or electronics, so students can’t access  
online lessons.  
b) China monitors every communication and censors anything deemed controversial, so teachers must  
script every word of their lectures to avoid being shut down.

2. What problems can arise from illegally bringing pets into public spaces?  
a) Untrained animals can harm or disturb other people; they can also interfere with trained animals and  
their owners.  
b) The animals could be frightened by being in a new place or cause a scene by refusing to leave.

3. Why are some Native Americans in favor of demolishing the dams along the Klamath River?  
a) They want to restore the river and revive salmon populations.  
b) They want to be able to build along the river and water their crops.

4. What was unique about the day upon which thieves stole Vincent van Gogh’s early painting,  
The Parsonage Garden at Nuenen in Spring 1884?  
a) It was a national Dutch holiday set aside for selfless acts of kindness and generosity.  
b) It was both the anniversary of the artist’s birthday and a time in which residents were asked to limit  
public interaction.

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Into the Midnight Zone: A new vessel lets scientists explore sea depths where even light doesn’t reach. 
Limiting Factor is the first manned submersible that can take humans to the ocean’s mysterious Midnight 
Zone.

2. A Nose for Fruit: Someday, doggie detectives could help save disease-threatened citrus plants. God 
created the technology of a dog’s super-tuned olfactory nerves, and now scientists are putting them to 
work.  

3. Lobster Blood Rx: Hemolymph, or lobster blood, could become a component in new drug 
development. A company in Maine plans to harvest hemolymph as a byproduct of the lobster fishing 
industry there.

4. Rain Down Iron: Scientist say that a super-hot exoplanet experiences an unusual kind of rain. Its 
precipitation isn’t liquid. Instead, it rains down solid metal droplets of once-vaporized iron.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. What are scientists at the U.S. Department of Agriculture training dogs to sniff out?  
a) a crop disease called “citrus greening”  
b) illegal drugs hidden in travelers’ luggage

2. Researchers in Maine believe lobster blood may have potential as __.  
a) a type of plaster used for healing broken bones  
b) medicine with antiviral and anticancer properties

3. Why has the Midnight Zone of the world’s ocean never before been explored by researchers?  
a) Humans could not survive the pressure of the depths without the protection of a pressurized 
submersible vessel.  
b) It’s so dark in the Midnight Zone that nothing can live there, so no group has seen a reason to fund 
exploration there.

4. Scientists believe iron vaporizes on the day/hot side of WASP-76b. What happens when wind 
pushes the iron vapor to the night/cool side?  
a) The vaporized iron cools and turns into solid metal rain.  
b) The condensation turns to ice, snow, and hail.
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Music Is in Their DNA: One band made up of siblings uses its long family heritage of musical talent to glorify 
Christ. The group also reaches out to train others in biblical and God-honoring use of musical talents.

2. A Piece of Her Mind: A woman’s epilepsy surgery offers hope for her to finally be freed of a long condition 
that impaired her life’s function. And her brain tissue donation furthers important brain research in hopes of 
helping others.

3. No Place Like Home, Cooking: The pandemic brought many terrible effects, but at least one wasn’t so bad. 
It sent a nation of restaurant-goers back into home kitchens, where families made healthy, traditional meals 
together.

4. Retooling Businesses To Meet Needs: The global virus connected diverse people and businesses against a 
common enemy. In some ways, the workforce changes mirrored similar events from the time of World War II.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. How did epilepsy patient Genette Hofmann contribute to brain research?  
a) She happily agreed to donate all of her organs after her death.  
b) She allowed researchers to study and experiment on a piece of her brain.

2. How many siblings make up the Annie Moses Band?  
a) 6  
b) 4

3. As a result of the coronavirus, many Americans started cooking at home. What were some of the 
benefits of getting back to the kitchen?  
a) Cooking at home is better for the environment than eating out.  
b) Cooking at home gave opportunities for creativity, comfort, and learning new skills.

4. Why did many people and businesses change what they were making this spring?  
a) to fight terrorist groups around the world  
b) to make supplies to fight the new coronavirus sickness, COVID-19
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Regenerative Science: Out on a Limb?: God gave some salamanders an amazing skill. They can 
regrow severed limbs. After carefully studying these creatures, scientists think even humans could one 
day regrow lost body parts.

2. Rise of the Bionic Jellyfish: With the attachment of a small device and a few electrical current-carrying 
wires, biohybrid jellyfish robots could soon explore the waves and the depths of the world’s oceans.

3. Bomb-Sniffing Cyborg Locusts: Can scientist turn a plague into an intelligence-gathering tool for 
good? They hope to do just that! The lowly and disdained locust could become a bomb-sniffing cyborg 
wonder bug.

4. Self-Treading Tires: Today’s air-filled rubber tires wear out with use. Even worse, sometimes they blow 
out. But now a futuristic tire adjusts to conditions, will never blow out—and even rebuilds its own tread.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. Which two materials have scientists identified as key in the regeneration of salamander limbs and 
organs?  
a) bone marrow and hemoglobin  
b) epithelium and blastema

2. How are researchers making common jellyfishes swim faster?  
a) by attaching wires, electrodes, and a battery-powered device that shock the jellyfishes  
b) by feeding them a combination of vitamins and steroids to build stronger jellyfish muscles

3. God gave locusts a good sense of smell. What accounts for the insect’s excellent sniffing abilities? 
a) Locusts have extra-large nostrils and highly sensitive nose hairs.  
b) Locust antennae are jam-packed with smell sensors.

4. The new reCharge tires are engineered to __.  
a) inflate themselves to the proper air pressure  
b) regenerate their own tire treads
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Westminster’s Working Dogs: They might be purebreds, but they’re known for much more than just their 
good looks. Outside the competition ring, some Westminster show dogs have important jobs. They serve, 
search, or soothe.

2. Virtually Unstoppable Races: With major sporting events canceled, cooped up racing fans didn’t have 
to go completely without the thrill of the tracks. NASCAR and IndyCar traded stadiums for screens with a 
six-week iRacing series.

3. Mushrooms Trend Underground: Moist, cool cellars beneath the city streets of Brussels, Belgium, 
are being put to a new use. Using waste generated from ale breweries as a growing medium, exotic 
mushrooms are thriving underground.

4. Super Shoe Hype: How fast can a human runner get? And how much does equipment help with speed 
and endurance? Shoemakers are asking those questions as their super shoes help marathon runners go 
the distance without fatigue.

POP! SMART QUIZ 

1. Some dogs that perform at the annual Westminster Kennel Club event also __.  
a) go on to train for the Doggie Olympics, held every four years  
b) perform services such as bomb-sniffing and scientific research

2. What does the term substrate mean?  
a) A substrate is an underground environment.  
b) A substrate is the material upon which an organism lives and is nourished.

3. What is different about some of the new “super shoe” models for runners?  
a) Some newer shoes have high-tech cushioning and plates that help runners run faster with less fatigue.  
b) New shoes weigh almost nothing so that runners do not get as tired over the course of a long run.

4. How are exact copies of real racetracks made for iRacing tracks?  
a) Software developers take iPhotos of real racetracks.  
b) Real racetracks are scanned with lasers to capture every bump.
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


