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TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Predictive Power Tool: Companies around the world have found a new use for a certain technology. 
It has become a tool to identify power problems before they happen

2. Citizenship for Samoans: American Samoans are “U.S. nationals” and not citizens. Now a judge has 
ruled that American Samoans should be granted citizenship at birth.

3. Stepping Up Food Labeling: Some experts think relating food calories to exercise will help health. 
They’re proposing exercise icons on labels to communicate the burn you need to offset consumption.

4. Knot Math Not Secret: Halyard, bowline, half-hitch, sheep shank… Do you know your knots? 
Researchers use math to discover what makes some knots stronger than others—and why.

 

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. How does Distribution Fault Anticipation (DFA) work?  
a) DFA detects changes in electric currents caused by poor conditions of faulty equipment.  
b) The tool sends outage notices to customers and repair crews, so that power companies find  
the exact locations.

2. What makes American Samoa different from other U.S. territories?  
a) American Samoa is an island territory.  
b) People born in American Samoa don’t receive birthright citizenship.

3. Some health experts recommend labeling foods with what new information?  
a) graphics that show how much time invested in exercise is needed to burn off calories in that food  
b) a more accurate shelf-life date to allow for safe long-term storage

4. What did Dunkel and Kolle discover makes one knot stronger than another?  
a) The tighter a knot is pulled, the stronger it becomes—no matter what kind of knot it is.  
b) Crossings and twists in a knot create more friction and therefore more strength.

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Mountain Village Built on Disease: The Saranac Lake mountain village once drew crowds—but not for the 
reason most lakeside communities do. The town today embraces its history as a tuberculosis sanctuary.

2. The Thaw Threat: For various reasons, temperatures are rising in some Alaskan ice cellars. The traditional 
process for aging meat is threatened as a result.

3. Early Christian Church in Ethiopia: An archeological discovery of an ancient church building places 
Christianity in sub-Saharan Africa earlier than thought. Even before Rome embraced the faith, it was thriving 
in Ethiopia.

4. Sudanese Women Play On: Sudan’s women have long been restricted from playing sports publicly. Today, 
a group pursues soccer while challenging the nation’s hardline Muslim traditions.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. What eventually caused the closing of Saranac Lake’s sanitarium and “cure cottages”?  
a) People ran out of money to spend on cures that didn’t work.  
b) Antibiotics to treat tuberculosis made fresh-air treatments unnecessary.

2. What does standing water inside an ice cellar likely indicate?  
a) the cellar may not be staying cold enough to preserve meat safely  
b) there is a leak somewhere inside the cellar

3. Sudan is struggling with changing after three decades of dictatorship. What new “freedom” has been 
granted to women during the change in leadership?  
a) Sudanese women received permission to form and play in a new soccer league.  
b) Sudanese women were granted the legal right to wear pants in public.

4. What did archaeologists discover in Ethiopia that proves the early existence of the Christian  
faith there?  
a) hand-written copies of the four gospel accounts, with paper and ink dating from the late second century  
b) a 60 x 40-foot rectangular basilica with Christian inscriptions and artifacts dating from the late fourth century

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Sheep and Goats Make Cyprus’ Cash Cow: When it comes to making halloumi, little Cyprus is the 
big cheese. So the nation is seeking a designation from the European Union to protect its claim to the 
unique delicacy.

2. Toys “R” Us Tries Again: Toys “R” Us is giving its stores another go. But this time, the former toy giant 
is focusing on promoting experiences first and selling toys next. Will the new approach be good for 
business?

3. CA’s Prescription Drug Plan: California has a vast economy. And with all that business power, the 
state also has a new plan. California wants to produce prescription drugs to sell at lower prices than 
the big pharmaceutical companies do now.

4. Zimbabwe’s Healthcare Crisis: Zimbabwe is in a financial crisis. People cannot afford doctors—
so they can’t get the healthcare they need. Now a philanthropist has offered private money to lure 
Zimbabwe’s doctors back from strike. 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. Toys “R” Us still sells toys. But more importantly, it wants to offer what in its stores?  
a) experiences or playtime for the children  
b) gift cards and gourmet coffee for the parents

2. Why does California want to begin producing its own generic medicines?  
a) in order to help lower the cost of common drugs like insulin  
b) to make more money for the state with the largest population.

3. What would acquiring the EU’s “Protected Designation of Origin” label mean for  
Cyprus’ cheesemakers?  
a) It would mean that only halloumi cheese made in Cyprus could be marketed by that name.  
b) It would mean only cheese made in Cyprus could be sold in Cyprus.

4. Why are doctors in Zimbabwe leaving the country even with the promise of more pay?  
a) Most healthcare professionals know that they can make even more money in other countries.  
b) The pay increase is only temporary, and many doctors and nurses dislike asking poor patients to pay 
for their own medical supplies.
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Cyanide Bombs: Help or Hindrance?: Coyotes are menacing predators. They kill wildlife, livestock, and 
sometimes even pets. Poison capsules kill coyotes, but could they do more harm than good?

2. Gator Ban Bites Louisiana: California is saying “no” to all products produced from alligators. So Louisiana 
is suing California over the ban. Louisiana claims the loss of sales will harm not only its economy but also 
the gator population.

3. Who Owns O?: A sports company is suing Ohio State University. The two groups have been arguing over 
the use of the capital letter O in their logos. 

4. Stealing Signs, Not Bases: Technology brought the instant replay to sports. It allowed for tracking 
statistics and documenting new records. But the misuse of technology landed some big league baseball 
managers in foul territory. 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. Why does the U.S. Agriculture Department allow use of the M44 device on coyotes?  
a) Coyotes kill livestock and pets. The device releases a poison that kills the predators.  
b) Coyotes have begun breaking into homes and attacking humans. The M44 keeps the animals out of 
dwellings.

2. Why is the state of Louisiana suing the state of California?  
a) California won’t allow alligators in from other states because the animals might bring diseases to the  
state’s own gator population.  
b) California has banned all products made from alligators from entering the state.

3. What did Ohio State University want to stop Overtime Sports from using?  
a) the OSU fight song as theme music  
b) the capital letter O as a logo

4. What scandal were several managers and players from the Houston Astros involved in?  
a) using technology like video replay to cheat by stealing the other team’s signs  
b) paying player salaries under the table so that they did not have to report profits

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. A Whale of a Diet: Whales are big, but could they be even bigger? Diet and feeding methods provide the 
nutrients that play a role in how huge whales could possibly get.

2. Saving Sensitive Seagrass: Seagrass is crucial to the health of ocean and shoreline habitats. But it has 
been damaged by pollution in recent years. Today, scientists’ efforts to protect seagrass are paying off.  

3. The Milky Wave: Plotting a three-dimensional map of the galaxy revealed a startling discovery. 
Scientists found a previously unknown wave structure made up of star-forming gases.

4. Hemp Harvest: Hemp was once a prominent U.S. agricultural product, valued for its strong and versatile 
fibers. Then people discovered a not-so-honorable use. New rules needed today could hamper the hemp 
market.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. What did researchers from the American Cetacean Society find out about why some whales get 
larger than others?  
a) The different feeding methods of blue whales and toothed whales expend different amounts of energy. 
That difference could account for why one type grows much larger.  
b) One type of whale attacks another and takes away its food, so one whale never gets enough to eat.

2. What do elevated nitrogen levels in the ocean cause?  
a) algae overgrowth  
b) excess underwater sunlight

3. Which type of map revealed the hidden stellar nursery wave?  
a) a 2-D map  
b) a 3-D map

4. Hemp growers are worried because of the U.S. government’s plans to test their plants. For 
example, the tests will involve __.  
a) giving samples of the plant to lab rats and seeing whether they survive  
b) testing for THC levels and then requiring harvesting within 15 days
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Down Clothing Designers: Some clothing designers are approaching fashion in a fresh way. They are 
working to give greater independence and comfort to people with Down syndrome.

2. A Chance To Shine: Mindsets are changing in Romania, and one performance theater is helping boost 
progress. To promote acceptance and inclusion, the theater allows disabled children to contribute and 
succeed.

3. Taking on the Tank: Middle schoolers teamed up to create a high-tech invention. Their project helped a 
family whose high-energy toddler was encumbered with necessary medical equipment.

4. Nigerian Chess Strategy: Chess is intellectually challenging. Many schools offer chess to develop young 
minds. In Nigeria, coaches hope chess will improve the financial situation of some in poor areas too.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. How are designers seeking solutions to make life easier for people with Down syndrome?  
a) They are scanning and studying the bodies of people with Down syndrome in order to make new size guides 
for that population.  
b) They are creating ways to alter existing clothing to fit the body shapes of people with Down syndrome.

2. What evidence does the story give that Romanian culture has changed since the end of communism? 
a) People make more money now than they did under communist rule.  
b) Children with disabilities are featured at artistic events like dances and plays.

3. What is a prototype?  
a) a set of plans  
b) a first model of a design

4. Coaches in Nigeria are teaching the game of chess to young children. What do they hope to achieve? 
a) They want their citizens to be the best chess players in the world—or at least in West Africa.  
b) They want to train a grandmaster and to help Nigerian children make a living playing chess.
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Paging Dr. Robot: Would you let a robot take your blood pressure and temperature? Interview you 
about health concerns? It could happen. Artificial intelligence is making its move into healthcare.

2. Geeking Out Over Tech: The 2020 Consumer Electronics Show did not disappoint those who eagerly 
wait for new gadgets year to year. The show debuted thousands of new techy products providing 
everything from smelly sneaker solutions to toilet tissue distribution.

3. Human Heart Cells Printed in Space: The 3-D printing process produces scores of needed objects 
and materials—even living cells. But it took escaping Earth’s gravity to generate some life-giving 3-D 
structures.

4. SpaceX Rocket Explodes on Purpose: A private company hopes to send astronauts into space 
from American soil. But to be sure its carrier is safe, the company first blew up its test rocket—with 
mannequins inside.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. How have some computers begun interacting directly with patients?  
a) Some AI programs ask questions or collect data before a doctor sees a patient.  
b) AI computer programs can now set broken bones and give shots.

2. The Consumer Electronics Show is an annual event that features __.  
a) the world’s best computer hackers, working together to improve security features for consumers  
b) tech devices from haptic vests to self-balancing chairs—some already on the market, some not

3. What was the purpose of NASA and SpaceX’s abort launch experiment?  
a) practicing what to do when things go wrong during a launch  
b) trying to push the limits of what the space program can achieve

4. Why is 3-D printing of human organs more successful in space than at home on Earth? 
a) Earth has too many viruses and bacteria that can infect the newly printed organs before transplant  
can happen.  
b) Earth’s gravity causes the printed soft-tissue organs to collapse on themselves, but that doesn’t happen 
in space where there is no gravity.
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Kids’ YouTube Fame May Fade: YouTube was never meant for kids. Its intended audience is adults. Some 
kids find much video follower success on YouTube. But it may not be completely legal.

2. Gym Class Minus the Gym: With so many requirements in the curriculum, many students find it hard to fit 
in their physical education class. Enter technology! Today’s tech makes gym-less gym classes possible.

3. “Waste Not” at 2020 Olympics: Japan’s Olympic Village will house thousands of athletes and their 
coaches. Where will the furniture come from, and what happens to it after the Games end? Cardboard beds 
are part of the furnishing-slash-recycling plan. 

4. Bold New Space Force Logo—Or Not?: The U.S. Space Force’s new/old logo is causing a stir. Some 
science fiction fans think the image is all too familiar.

POP! SMART QUIZ 

1. How do critics of YouTube claim the company is violating the law?  
a) by making videos that appeal to young children and getting them hooked on screentime  
b) by gathering personal data from children under 13 while they watch ads 

2. How are students participating in virtual P.E. classes held accountable by teachers?  
a) the honor system  
b) weekly check-ins and/or video feedback sessions

3. Organizers at the Tokyo Olympics say that the 2020 games will be the first time that __.   
a) athletes’ beds and bedding have been made entirely of recyclable materials  
b) athletes will be asked to sleep on mats on the floor instead of in actual beds

4. When President Trump unveiled a new logo for the U.S. Space Force, people thought the logo had 
been copied from a Star Trek logo. What really happened?  
a) Designers for the Air Force, NASA, and Star Trek all drew inspiration from each other’s work.  
b) People didn’t agree with the creation of the Space Force, so they complained about the logo.
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

ANSWER KEY

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a. 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

Mud Room quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b 

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


