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TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Athletes Swallow Transmitters: New inside-out research examines how heat affects athletes’ 
bodies. These runners each swallow a device before a race, and experts track their internal body heat 
changes.

2. America’s Emptying Pews: Fewer Americans are identifying as Christians, a new poll finds. But does 
that automatically mean bad news for God’s kingdom?

3. Lost and Found Twice: A skeleton found in California may be a man lost from a World War II-era 
Japanese-American internment camp. Who is the man and what is the story behind the bones?

4. Boy Scouts Mortgage Large Ranch: The Boy Scouts of America offered a donated ranch as collateral 
in a big loan. But some legal advisors say they jumped the gun on that decision. 

 

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. Volunteers in a body-core temperature study participated by __.  
a) having their temperature taken before and after a long race  
b) swallowing a tiny transmitter before a long race

2. Today, about three quarters of the __ generation call themselves Christians.  
a) millennial  
b) baby boomer

3. Why were Japanese Americans detained in internment camps during World War II?  
a) They were considered a security risk to the United States.  
b) They had committed crimes against the United States. 

4. What is “collateral”?  
a) Collateral is something of value offered as a guarantee for repayment of a loan.  
b) Collateral is something of value offered in place of a down payment on a loan.

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Lion Patrols: Can people and predators share Africa’s savannah in peace? Attitudes toward the great beasts 
are changing among the Maasai people of Kenya and Tanzania. 

2. Midway Shipwrecks Identified: A search vessel discovers sunken World War II warships in the Pacific. The 
search crew hopes to find all warships lost during the famous and critical Battle of Midway.

3. Tiny Tsetse Causes Massive Problem: Malawi is fighting biting insects and a consequential disease after a 
massive animal relocation. Sleeping sickness is on the rise due to tsetse fly bites.

4. Comfort in the Caribbean: A U.S. Navy ship called Comfort gave medical aid to Caribbean nations, 
including Haiti. For some in the troubled island nation, it was the first time they had seen a doctor in years.

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. How are lion patrols on the Maasai Steppe in Africa helping to protect lions and people?  
a) The patrols educate people about lions and try to resolve animal-human conflicts.  
b) The patrols trap and kill lions before they can harm people or other animals.

2. Near which World War II battle site is the Petrel search vessel seeking to find the wreckage of  
sunken warships? 
a) Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, the site of the surprise attack by the Japanese in 1941  
b) Midway Atoll, the site of the turning-point Battle of Midway in 1942

3. People near Nkhotakota Reserve are suffering from what problem after a group relocated more than 
500 elephants there?  
a) The noise and smell of so many giant animals in one place has made many residents flee the area.  
b) Nearby residents fell ill with sleeping sickness caused by tsetse flies that came with the elephants.

4. What was the purpose of the USNS Comfort’s visit to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in November?  
a) to provide free medical services to the poor in Haiti  
b) to provide military support to protesters trying to oust the corrupt Haitian president

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Forced Labor Halts U.S. Imports: Several shipments of imported goods to the United States were 
held up at port. Baby pajamas and several other products in those containers may have been made 
with slave labor.

2. Lost Painting Found . . . in the Kitchen: A painting hanging in a French residence brings $26.6 
million at auction. The owner did not know she possessed a valuable piece from a series by 13th-
century painter Cimabue.

3. Snow Jobs Need Workers: In ski country, it was once easy to find seasonal employees for the fun-
filled resorts. But today, lack of housing and a low unemployment rate have employers scrambling to 
fill a host of snow jobs.

4. Numbers To Notice: All eyes are on record-low unemployment data in the United States. Why are 
those numbers important and what do they tell us about the state of the economy? 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. Why did the U.S. Customs agency detain several containers of imported goods at port?  
a) The companies that manufactured those goods are suspected of using forced or child labor.  
b) The goods are suspected to be illegal contraband, such as weapons and drugs.

2. How did art experts decide that Cimabue had painted Christ Mocked?  
a) Analysts compared everything from color and size to facial expressions and wormholes.  
b) Art experts found a tiny signature that read “Cenni di Pepo,” Cimabue’s nickname.

3. What are some of the problems employers at ski resorts have in finding workers?  
a) Many resorts do not have enough ski business to be able to pay minimum wages for many workers. 
b) Ski resorts are far from big cities where potential employees live, and resorts have a lack of available 
inexpensive housing.

4. Name two strong economic sectors according to recent job data.  
a) retail and manufacturing  
b) healthcare and professional and business services
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Iceland Slips on Scams: Icelanders are newly vulnerable to internet and computer scams. The trusting 
people are learning the hard way that they must protect themselves from others’ harmful intentions.

2. Do Traffic Rules Harm the Poor?: Some South Carolinians think traffic penalties are prejudicial against 
the poor. But are their proposed solutions on target, or is there an even better way?

3. Equal Rights Push in Egypt: An Egyptian woman questioned her country’s Muslim-based inheritance 
laws. She used God’s decision from Numbers 27 in her argument for equal treatment of women. Did the 
Muslim court listen?

4. Israeli Buses and the Sabbath: Israel’s religious and non-religious Jews are clashing on Sabbath laws. 
What kinds of services and businesses should be allowed to operate on the weekly holy day?

 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. What does the federal lawsuit against South Carolina claim?  
a) that South Carolina unfairly targets racial minorities and poor people with traffic fines  
b) that revoking drivers’ licenses for unpaid traffic fines discriminates against the poor

2. Huda Nasrallah has asked an Egyptian court for what right?  
a) the right to own property and to choose not to wear the hijab (headdress) in public in spite of Muslim law  
b) the right of equal inheritance between male and female heirs as granted by the Coptic Christian church

3. In the past, which two things protected Iceland from computer scams?  
a) the country’s complicated language and money transfer limits  
b) the country’s remote location and small geographical size 

4. Jewish law prevents work of any kind on the Sabbath: sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. How 
has a taxi service in Tel Aviv defied this law?  
a) by hiring non-religious taxi drivers only  
b) by running a free minivan service on the Sabbath

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Europe’s Last Untamed River: Flowing rivers support life on many levels. But damming them gives 
people an energy source. Now Europe’s last undammed river could be harnessed that way. Do the 
benefits outweigh the consequences?

2. Pine Cones Save Forests: Pine cone collectors seek to collect and save one million seeds. The seeds 
will help restore forests in the aftermath of predators and forest fires. 

3. Bison: Animal Landscapers: American bison migrate across the West. As they go, they enrich their own 
food and stimulate plant growth. What a fascinating cycle God designed! 

4. Whale Bones Resurface: Scientists raise previously sunken blue whale bones from the ocean depths for 
more study. They plan to reassemble the entire skeleton of the world’s largest living species as well.

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. What is a bumper crop?  
a) A bumper crop is a large volume of produce.  
b) A bumper crop is an insufficient volume of produce.

2. How do dams disturb the flow of rivers and the life in and around them?  
a) Dams allow harmful insects to overbreed in giant pools of water created by the dam.  
b) Dams impede the natural movement of water and block the paths of spawning fish.

3. American bison migrate differently from many other animals. How is bison migration different?  
a) Bison migrate in large groups and often graze the same land over and over before moving on.  
b) Bison are unable to climb rocky or hilly terrain, so they must graze in flat, open pasture.

4. Why did scientists submerge a rare blue whale carcass off the Oregon coast?  
a) They were unable to properly dispose of the body any other way.  
b) They hoped fish and other scavengers would pick the bones clean.
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. An Island Restored: A California city returns an island to its displaced Native American neighbors. The tribe 
and the city residents even worked together to clean up hazardous materials at the site.

2. Colombian Sisters Reunite: When the Nevado del Ruiz volcano erupted, a wall of mud kept these family 
members apart—but not forever. With help from another survivor, these sisters finally found one another.

3. Journalists Needed but Not Respected: Newspapers are losing subscribers. People need to be informed—
but they no longer trust the media to keep them that way. Still, would-be journalists persist as their profession 
struggles.

4. New Joy for Joy of Cooking: Love of food and family spurred this couple’s cooking fest. From their long 
experimentation, they updated and revised the famous cookbook first written by their ancestor.

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. What did Eureka townspeople give their Wiyot neighbors?  
a) lessons in keeping the land from being polluted and destroyed  
b) over 200 acres of land on and around Duluwat Island, part of their homeland

2. Print newspapers and journalism in general are struggling. What are college journalism programs 
doing to encourage young reporters?  
a) focusing on specialized programs like sports media or data journalism  
b) finding wealthy donors to pay for students to study journalism

3. What did Jenifer de la Rosa and Ángela Rendón have in common?  
a) Both women were victims of the Nevado del Ruiz volcano tragedy.  
b) Both successfully sued the city of Armero, Colombia, over the lack of emergency services.

4. What are some of the changes to the ninth edition of Joy of Cooking?  
a) deleting all recipes that contain meat and sugar  
b) 600 new recipes, including new ingredients, methods, and ethnic foods
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Best Views on of Earth: It looks like something straight out of science fiction. But this rotating 
spaceport-slash-hotel could soon be the first stop on travelers’ voyages through the galaxy.

2. Internet Stretches to Space: SpaceX launches 60 more internet satellites for its Starlink constellation. 
The goal is to bring internet access to the entire globe without the use of cumbersome and expensive 
cables and wires.

3. Suspended Animation Becomes Reality: Trauma surgery doctors are testing super-cooling 
the gravely wounded to buy time for repairing life-threatening wounds. They believe they can use 
suspended animation to save human lives.

4. DNA Nudges Diet Choices: Do you need fat or lean in your diet? More salt or less salt? A new wristband 
uses individual genetics to push healthy food choices, chosen specifically for the wearer.

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. A new space station will be named for Wernher von Braun. Von Braun helped make what well-
known historic event possible?  
a) the end of World War II  
b) the Apollo moon landings

2. Name two of Elon Musk’s SpaceX Starlink satellite competitors.  
a) Bill Gates and Gravity Industries  
b) OneWeb and Jeff Bezos’ Amazon

3. DnaNudge uses genetic information (DNA) to help users __.  
a) make healthier food choices based on their own unique genetic code  
b) change how their bodies respond to different types of food

4. What is EPR and why are doctors testing it?  
a) EPR stands for “eventual paralysis remedy,” a method doctors are testing to restore function to patients 
with severe spinal cord injuries.  
b) EPR stands for “emergency preservation and resuscitation,” a method of temporarily suspending body 
function to give doctors time to operate after a patient suffers a traumatic, near-fatal injury.
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Processed Food? What’s the Problem?: Studies hone in on why convenience foods work against good 
health. Understanding why people choose pre-packaged food over natural alternatives is part of the 
solution to improving nutrition.

2. App-etite for Unsold Food: Europeans are making use of smartphone technology to help reduce food 
waste. Some are getting good meal deals at the same time!

3. Animal Statues Promote Community: Twenty years after they first invaded Chicago, a herd of colorful 
cows came home. In the two decades since their first arrival, the cows inspired other community art events 
around the nation.

4. Click, Clack, Ding! Typewriters Return: Vintage typewriters have found a place in the hearts of today’s 
Millennial generation. What has brought on this renewed interest in an older, simpler form of technology?

POP! SMART QUIZ 

1. In the world of VAs (virtual assistants), privacy experts are concerned about __.  
a) the human reviewers who listen to some voice recordings  
b) the ability for a company to track where people live via GPS 

2. What is the Outdoor Recreation Advisory Committee (ORAC) recommending for U.S. national parks?  
a) allowing private businesses into the parks to operate various services and raising prices  
b) shutting down about half of the campgrounds that aren’t making enough money

3. People enjoy buying items from salvage shops because __.  
a) they can usually get lots of used stuff for a good price  
b) doing so often combines a good story with careful use of natural resources

4. What is the purpose of the “Jeopardy! The Greatest of All Time” event?  
a) The multi-game match will determine who is the best player of the three top Jeopardy! players.  
b) The GOAT match will help the TV audience to decide which contestant is the most popular player ever.
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

ANSWER KEY

Explain It! quiz: 1.b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a

Globe Trek quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b,  2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


