
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2020

TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS

OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Bytes comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Bytes stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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1. Breathing with New Lungs: A U.S. coronavirus survivor’s lungs were riddled with holes. The young 
adult woman received a life-saving double lung transplant.

2. Testing the Dead Sea Scrolls: Some of the famous and ancient Dead Sea Scrolls are providing new 
information about their origins. The material they’re written on is the clue. 

3. Arlington Cemetery Expansion: Space for burials is running out at Arlington National Cemetery. So 
plans for expanding are underway—thanks to moving borders and roads. 

4. It Was the Summer of Mars: Three different nations launched missions to Mars this summer. Does 
everyone have big plans for the Red Planet? 

 

EXPLAIN IT! QUIZ

1. How did doctors help a patient whose lungs were damaged by COVID-19?  
a) Chicago doctors performed the first double lung transplant in the United States.  
b) Doctors used a new type of glue to patch the holes in her lungs caused by the virus.

2. DNA testing of scrolls could help __.  
a) distinguish counterfeit ancient texts from real ones  
b) disprove the existence of the Dead Sea Scrolls

3. How are officials hoping to gain more space at Arlington National Cemetery?  
a) by beginning to bury service members closer together   
b) by seizing county land and realigning roads

4. The work of Spirit and Opportunity determined __.    
a) that Mars once supported life  
b) that water once existed on Mars 

EXPLAIN IT! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Stare-Down in the South China Sea: In its attempts to secure its trade routes, China’s claim on the South 
China Sea grows. But international laws don’t support the bully nation’s claims.

2. Dutch Fleet “Anchored at Pampus”: Coronavirus takes the wind out of a historic Dutch fleet’s sails. The 
ships’ exhausted owners are struggling to survive. 

3. The War That Never Ended: It’s been 70 years since the Korean War, but animosity and fear still linger 
between the two parts of the divided nation. 

4. No Peace in the West Bank: Israeli leaders are at odds over a plan to annex the Palestinian-occupied West 
Bank. What may become of the people who live there now? 

GLOBE TREK QUIZ

1. Why is it important to China to claim so much of the South China Sea from other nations?  
a) China depends on the sea for exporting goods, and in case of war, other nations with sea claims could block 
China’s exports.  
b) China needs the many islands there to grow cabbage for its huge population.

2. Why are the owners of historic Dutch sailing ships struggling?  
a) The boats are so old that the wooden has rotted and the metal parts have rusted.   
b) The global pandemic has taken their customers and made paying for upkeep too difficult.

3. What is a big factor in the continued hostilities between North Korea and South Korea?  
a) North Korea wants to disarm, but South Korea wants to keep fighting.  
b) The Korean War has never truly ended.

4. What is disputed about Israel’s plan to annex parts of the West Bank?  
a) Israel’s government is using the terrorist group Hamas to change the borders of the jointly owned West Bank 
area.  
b) A number of countries and organizations say the plan violates international law and would leave many 
Palestinians without a country.

GLOBE TREK STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. GrubHub Goes for Big Bucks: Take-out and delivery services have gained much popularity in recent 
months. Now they are combining forces and growing even stronger.

2. Venezuela’s Gold on Hold: A major gold-storing UK bank refuses to hand over gold to Venezuela’s 
self-declared president, Nicolás Maduro. By what authority does it hold the gold? 

3. Airlines Take a Hit: People are traveling far less. United Airlines warns employees of thousands of 
potential layoffs in a struggling economy. 

4. L.L. Bean Spreads Its Brand: Previously known as a classy direct-to-consumer seller of outdoor gear 
and apparel, L.L. Bean begins its first wholesale partnerships in the United States. 

KA-CHING! QUIZ

1. What is the advantage of a merger for food ordering and delivery services like Grubhub and 
Just Eat Takeaway.com?  
a) Mergers allow services to share costs and enjoy other savings as a larger company.  
b) A merger keeps unsuccessful businesses from failing completely.

2. Why won’t the Bank of England release Venezuela’s billion dollars’ worth of gold to Nicolás 
Maduro?  
a) Venezuela is in debt to England for more than a billion dollars for food and medical supplies. 
b) The bank doesn’t recognize Maduro as the legitimate president with authority to request the gold.

3. How much federal aid do labor unions hope to receive to extend employment through next 
March?  
a) $20 million  
b) $25 billion

4. What is L.L. Bean’s plan to win more customers?   
a) Bean plans to give away thousands of its famous hunting boots.  
b) Bean plans to enter into wholesale agreements with other companies.
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KA-CHING! STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER TEACHING GUIDE



5

1. Less Land for Coca, More Drugs: Colombia is producing more illegal drugs, but experts say there’s still 
hope for long-term change. 

2. Trump Appoints 200th Judge: The U.S. Senate approved the 200th federal judge to be appointed by 
President Trump—the most by a president in one term in 40 years. 

3. God TV: Canceled: Israel orders a U.S.-based Christian TV channel off the air, claiming the broadcaster hid 
its missionary agenda.  

4. Nations Welcome Hong Kongers: As China cracks down against democracy demonstrators, other nations 
offer options to Hong Kong’s oppressed citizens. 

 

LAW ’N ORDER QUIZ

1. The Colombian government has tried several methods to rid the country of illegal drug production, 
including money for switching crops. What’s one reason this method didn’t work?  
a) The lack of roads and vehicles meant farmers couldn’t get legal crops to market before they spoiled.  
b) The United States would not help pay for police protection or medical care for anyone who ever grew coca 
plants.

2. Why was President Donald Trump’s appointment of Cory Wilson record-breaking?  
a) Wilson’s confirmation marked the most federal judge appointments by a president in one term in 40 years.  
b) Judge Wilson is the youngest person ever appointed to a federal appeals court position.

3. Why did Israel’s Cable and Satellite Broadcasting Council require GOD TV to stop broadcasting?  
a) One of its stations was broadcasting pro-Palestinian advertisements.  
b) Its Shelanu station targeted Israel’s Jews to convert them to Christ.

4. New laws in Hong Kong forbid __.  
a) criticizing the Chinese government  
b) living in Australia

LAW ’N ORDER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Progress on the Prairie: A major railroad expansion could destroy parts of the shrinking Kansas 
tallgrass prairie ecosystem. Is this needed progress? 

2. Ancient Plant Given New Life: Scientists are working to decode the secrets of an Ice Age plant’s genetic 
makeup. Can they bring back this version of the ancient species? 

3. All Flight, (Almost) No Flap: The Andean condor is the world’s largest soaring bird. It can swoop and 
glide for hours without flapping its wings even once. 

4. No Grizzlies in Cascades Mtns: Conservation groups disagree with a North Cascades grizzly decision. 
The burly bears will not be reintroduced there. 

MUD ROOM QUIZ

1. Expansion by a railroad in Kansas could destroy part of what ecosystem?  
a) Trains add to the smog and pollution of the fresh prairie air.  
b) Tracks will uproot stretches of the tallgrass prairie grasses that grow there.

2. How were scientists able to “resurrect” an ancient plant?  
a) Scientists extracted genetic material from frozen plant matter found in a squirrel’s den and sprouted it.  
b) Scientists sprouted ancient seeds that had been kept in storage for experimental purposes.

3. Which action for a person can soaring by a bird be compared to?  
a) peddling a bike uphill  
b) coasting a bike downhill

4. What is the controversy about grizzly bears in Washington state?  
a) Some people want to reintroduce grizzlies to North Cascades National Park, but many do not want more 
bears there.  
b) Some people believe the law needs to be changed to allow them to shoot any grizzly found on their property.
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MUD ROOM STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. NASA’s First Black Female Engineer: NASA names its D.C. headquarters in honor of the “Hidden Figure,” 
Mary W. Jackson, its first black female engineer. 

2. Colombian Siblings Start Fruit Swap: A brother-sister team launches a market for farmers in need in 
Colombia. Fruit is plentiful but getting it to customers was a challenge. 

3. Voice of a Storyteller: The children in a Mexico City apartment complex are stuck inside most of the time. 
Many are bored. So an architect-turned-storyteller chose to regale them with great tales. 

4. Think Outside the (Shoe) Box: Zappos seeks to provide a shoe that fits every possible customer. The 
company now sells single shoes and mixed sized pairs. 

PEOPLE MOVER QUIZ

1. Where did Mary W. Jackson gain hands-on experience conducting experiments for NASA?  
a) The West Area Computing Unit  
b) The Supersonic Pressure Tunnel

2. How far from Leticia are subscription boxes of fruit flown?  
a) about 30 miles  
b) more than 600 miles

3. How does architect Percibald Garcia seek to help his neighbors in quarantine?  
a) He broadcasts stories from a green space in his apartment complex.  
b) He collects and donates canned goods for those who cannot go out buy groceries.

4. What is Zappos’ division of functional and fashionable clothing and shoes called?  
a) Single Shoe Ministry  
b) Zappos Adaptive
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PEOPLE MOVER STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Balloon Rides to the Edge of Space: Space Perspective, a space tourism company, plans to offer 
balloon rides to the edge of space. The thrilling trip of high altitude also comes with a high price tag. 

2. Energy from the Dark Side: A new device may be able to generate energy from shadows. It works by 
harnessing energy created as electrons move from dark toward light.  

3. Who Ate My Manganese?: A jar left in a lab sink for weeks led to a surprise discovery. When the scientist 
returned, he found that his manganese had been digested by a previously unknown bacterium! 

4. Don’t Touch That!: No-touch technology may be coming soon to replace so-called touchscreens in 
cars. Will that help improve driver safety?

PIE IN THE SKY QUIZ

1. What is the purpose of Space Perspective’s Spaceship Neptune?  
a) taking travelers all the way to the planet Neptune in the year 2021  
b) giving travelers a view of Earth from space so that they see how small the planet is

2. How does the SEG (shadow-effect generator) produce electricity?  
a) by harnessing the contrast between light and shadow falling on the device  
b) through a complex series of gears and weights that measure the heavier light molecules

3. Manganese is __.  
a) an oxidized mineral on the ocean floor  
b) a hard metal found all over Earth’s crust and surface 

4. Who partnered together to develop predictive touch technology?  
a) The University of Oxford and Land Rover  
b) Jaguar Land Rover and the University of Cambridge
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PIE IN THE SKY STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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1. Gaming for Good Health: A prescription-only video game may help children with ADHD symptoms. The 
systematic challenges help sustain focus. 

2. Thinking Outside the Diamond: Athletes Unlimited, a new professional sports league, draws and 
empowers softball’s best players with innovative thinking. 

3. No-Contact Café Opens Doors: A pandemic-friendly Israeli café serves food from tiny glass lockers. The 
technology to serve like this already existed. The pandemic response rushed it out to the public. 

4. A First at First Base: San Francisco Giants coach Alyssa Nakken is first woman to coach a Major League 
Baseball team on the field. 

POP! SMART QUIZ 

1. How does EndeavorRx affect the brain function of its users?  
a) It improves focus by targeting and activating neural systems in the player’s brain.  
b) It causes distraction and increased in-attention through too many specific missions and motor challenges.

2. What are some ways the Athletes Unlimited league is different from other professional sports 
leagues?  
a) AU has no team owners, allows player input on many decisions, and gives players part of the profits.  
b) AU features virtual athletes competing online instead of real-life players.

3. What new restaurant concept in Israel could solve some of the problems of contamination from 
human contact?  
a) robots that take orders, cook food, and bring it to the table  
b) a digital, no-touch restaurant with glass-paned lockers to dispense food

4. What history-making first did Alyssa Nakken accomplish in July 2020?  
a) She became the first woman to hit a grand slam homerun in a MLB game.  
b) She became the first woman to coach a MLB team on the field of play.
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POP! SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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WORLDTEEN MAY/JUNE 2018 ANSWER KEY: 

Explain It! quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Globe Trek quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a

ka-Ching! quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Law ’n Order quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b

Mud Room quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

People Mover quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b

Pie in the Sky quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. b

Pop! Smart quiz: 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:
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                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:
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                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


