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A Palestinian boy holds a ﬂag during a
demonstration against Israeli plans to
annex parts of the occupied West Bank in
the central Gaza Strip. (Sipa USA/AP Images)

1WT21_1_Cover.indd 1

8/6/20 2:49 PM

BE PASSIONATE. BE PREPARED.

BE TRANSFORMED.

You’re passionate about the gifts God has given you.

You’re looking for a college that will allow you to pursue and hone
your talents. You want a place that will prepare you for the life
to which God has called you. You’ll find it at Union University,
where we equip students who don’t want to sacrifice
academic quality or Christian community.
At Union University, be transformed.

BEGIN YOUR JOURNEY AT

uu.edu
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Just how much shipping traffic occurs in the Earth’s oceans, seas, and other
waterways? This image from shipmap.org can help you visualize the slow-moving
but constant volume. The time-lapse picture shows lines traced by the many
thousands of vessels on shipping routes. The result of layering those lines over
one another reveals the outlines of all the world’s continents in the negative space
created. Want to know more about the ships at sea right at this minute? Visit
Marinetraffic.com. Zoom in. Choose a ship. You can see its progress hour-to-hour.
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Italy: Flood-Weary Venice Tests “Moses”
Italy’s Premier Giuseppe Conte pressed a button. It activated compressors that pumped
air into 78 bright yellow floodwater barriers. As they inflated, they rose from the sea, forming
a dike-on-demand. Nine years after its intended completion date, the MOSE system was
finally put to the test. Its job: protect the lagoon city of Venice from flooding. MOSE is an
acronym for MOdulo Sperimentale Elettromeccanico, or Experimental Electromechanical
Modules. The acronym earned the movable flood gates system the nickname Moses, whom
God used to hold back the Red Sea waters. Venetians are hopeful that their Moses will
protect the city’s rich historical, artistic, and architectural heritage.

Yellow barriers
are in place to
protect Venice.

Hawaii: Pearl Harbor’s USS Arizona Reopens
Boat tours to the USS Arizona Memorial in Hawaii’s Pearl Harbor resumed
in July. The famous battleship sank during the 1941 Japanese attack on
Hawaii. More than 1,175 American Navy crewmen and officers perished.
After the war, ownership of the wreck of Arizona was transferred from the
Navy to the National Park Service.
The broken ship has remained on
the seafloor, untouched, commemorating the lives lost. The
site has been closed for months
because of the coronavirus
pandemic. As parks open in
planned stages, the Pearl Harbor
site will also open with restrictions.
Boat tours of the harbor consist
of a 45-minute program. It
includes a ride aboard a U.S.
Navy vessel to the site where the
USS Arizona sank. A concrete
memorial structure stands above
the sunken ship. Tours are limited
to 50 people at a time.

The USS Arizona Memorial was built
over the submerged vessel in Oahu.

This eight-year-old trots the streets of hilly Medellín, Colombia. He carries a
straw basket filled with vegetables, fruit, and packaged foods. When he delivers
the goods to the doorsteps of customers of the El Porvenir mini market, he’ll
receive his tip: usually a tasty treat and a rub of his furry head. Eros is a chocolate
Labrador retriever mix. He “helps us to maintain social distancing,” says owner
Maria Natividad Botero. “And people love it when we send the dog.” Four years
ago, the Botero family opened their mini market. Eros tagged along with Ms.
Botero and her kids when they made deliveries. He soon learned the routes of the
regulars. While Eros can’t read addresses, he has learned to associate names with
customers who give him regular treats. With some practice, the intelligent canine
delivery guy has learned to go to their houses instead of his own.
4
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Good boy, Eros!
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Colombia: Doggy Delivery
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Japan: Raining Down Damage
In Japan’s scenic, mountainous south, flooding and mudslides
stranded hundreds of people in July. Rain-related disasters contributed
to the deaths of at least 63 people. Massive downpours lasted nearly a
week. Sides of mountains gave way, sliding into towns and roadways.
More than 300 people, including hotel employees and visitors, were
trapped in Kamikochi when the main road connecting to nearby
Matsumoto was completely blocked. Floodwaters also ravaged local
produce ready for shipment to consumers. An eel farm in Kagoshima was
hit by rains. “I can’t ship them, or even go near the place to feed them
or change the water,” eel grower Kazuya Kusuda told a local television
station. Cleanup is further complicated by the pandemic. Dozens of
volunteers came to hard-hit Kumamoto to help. Each had to pass a
temperature check and agree to wear a mask before being admitted.

A road in
western Japan
is blocked by
a landslide.

Malaysia: Palm Oil Giant Labor Violations

Workers collect
palm oil fruits.

An anti-trafficking organization has filed a petition to ban U.S. importation of palm oil produced by
one of the world’s largest suppliers. Liberty Shared claims that Malaysia-based Sime Darby Plantation
Berhad produces its oil using forced labor. Palm oil is widely used in American processed foods and
cosmetics. Liberty Shared’s Managing Director Duncan Jepson says that his group interviewed local and
foreign workers in Malaysia over a two-year period. It also met with civil society groups and scrutinized
audit reports. The organization says it found evidence of child and forced labor, so it filed its petition
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Under U.S. law, goods produced with inhumane labor are
blocked at customs, returned to the country of origin, or destroyed. Malaysia is the world’s second-largest
supplier of palm oil, the most consumed edible oil. Sime Darby is one of the largest producers.

AP Photos

Tanzania: Local Miner Hits Pay Dirt
Saniniu Laizer is a small-scale Tanzanian miner. He’s also an
overnight millionaire. That’s because he uncovered two of the largest
rough tanzanite gemstones ever found. Tanzanite is a sparkling blue
or violet stone. It’s one of the rarest gemstones on Earth, found only in
a small area near Tanzania’s Mererani Hills. One of Laizer’s stones
weighs 20 pounds. The other came in around 11 pounds. The
government bought both gemstones from the miner for the whopping
sum of $3.4 million. Tanzanian Minerals Minister Doto Biteko says the
government will preserve the giant gems. Laizer says he will use some
of the money to help his community. He plans to open a shopping mall
to encourage jobs and commerce. He also wants to start a school.

Miner Saniniu Laizer delivers the two
gemstones to government officials.
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2020
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EndeavorRx
is digital
medicine
for ADHD.
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as users focus on multiple tasks at once. Children are asked
to complete five missions in 25 to 30 minutes per day, five
days each week for four weeks.
Akili’s website lists evidence that the prescription video
game alleviates some symptoms of ADHD. More than 600
children helped the company develop the game and show
that it works. After only four weeks, one third of the trial
participants no longer had measurable attention deficit on
at least one measure of objective attention. Half of parents
of children in the clinical trials said they saw a meaningful
change in their child’s impairment after just one month of
using the game. After two months of use, 68% of parents
reported a positive change in symptoms.
Many medicines come with side effects. EndeavorRx
could have a few negative effects too. Promotional materials
from Akili state that 9.3% of participants in its clinical trials
experienced non-serious effects. Those include frustration,
headaches, and dizziness.
Video games tend to have a bad reputation. Some people
blame them for causing symptoms of hyperactivity and
inattention in kids. Now the FDA says a video game can be a
tool for resolving symptoms of hyperactivity and inattention
in kids. EndeavorRx appears to be “redeeming” video
games for something good.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.
— Psalm 139:14

8/6/20 3:07 PM
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“It’s time to play your medicine.” That’s the message
Akili Interactive Labs has for children who struggle with
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). The
company’s website says, “We believe effective medicine for
serious illnesses can also be fun and engaging.” Apparently,
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) agrees. The
federal agency approved Akili’s EndeavorRx video game as
digital therapy. It’s offered for children ages 8-12 with
certain symptoms of ADHD. EndeavorRx is available only
with a doctor’s prescription.
A prescription video game? You bet! So how does it work?
According to the EndeavorRx product information, the
game uses algorithms to adapt in real time, personalizing
treatment for its users. An algorithm is a step-by-step
sequence of computer instructions. The algorithms in
EndeavorRx adjust difficulty level to each player.
The game targets and activates neural systems in the
player’s brain. Players guide characters through a racecourse-like path on a hoverboard.
They steer through obstacles,
avoiding hazards such as
flaming fire pits and
exploding mines, while
collecting targets.
Specific missions and
motor challenges
stimulate the brain
teen.wng.org/worldteen-popsmart

Victoria Hayward should be in
Japan as captain of Canada’s Olympic
softball team. Instead, the coronavirus
pandemic pushed the Summer Games
off for at least a year. But Hayward is
taking the field anyway—in a game-changing professional women’s sports league.
Outfielder Hayward is one of the 56 elite players
suiting up for the first season of Athletes Unlimited
(AU). Softball with AU will look the same on the
diamond. But some things will be very different.
First, AU has no team owners or general managers.
The new league gives players input on decisions—
everything from uniform colors to TV deals.
“If you’re going to launch a league of any sort, . . .
you really have to innovate and think differently
about where fandom is heading,” says Jon Patricof,
AU’s co-founder and CEO.
There’ll be no team champion. Instead, the softball
title will go to the individual with the most points
based on a virtual, fantasy sports-type system. A
single, for example, will be 10 points. A double will
bring in 20 and a victory 50. Players can also lose
points for poor play.
Team rosters will change week by week since the
top four players by points become captains and draft
their own teams.
Another change will include microphones worn by
players and umpires during the game.

“A lot of what we’re trying to do is bring in
onscreen graphics, miking up of players,” Patricof
says. “[There are] great enhancements that are going
to elevate the broadcast to a really strong level.”
Patricof is former president of Major League
Soccer’s New York City Football Club. He and fellow
founder Jonathan Soros started developing Athletes
Unlimited about a year ago. They envisioned a
network of sports leagues that
followed a sort of fantasy-based
model focused on athletes rather
than teams. They chose a short
and intense 30-game season
Victoria
instead of the longer lineup.
Hayward
Athletes won’t need to travel
since all games will take place in
suburban Rosemont, Illinois.
Hayward looks forward to playing
after having her Olympic hopes delayed. “This is just
an amazing opportunity to help me prepare and be
even better when the time comes next year,” she says.
AU plans to launch women’s volleyball in February.
The league’s sights are set on other sports too.
Hayward says, “I think as a fan, it’s going to be
super fun to see some former adversaries getting to
team up together.”
There’s another way AU is different: Players share
the profits. Hayward says, “The stakes are high. Every
game matters.”

Pitcher Danielle O’Toole
Trejo is a player for
Athletes Unlimited.

AP Photos
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Soldiers uproot
coca shrubs in San
Jose del Guaviare,
Colombia, in 2019.

courts, including (but not
limited to) probate, family,
juvenile, criminal, and
small claims courts. The
court system is a complex
but important part of
government.
Even the wildernesswandering children of
Israel had a judicial
system. As supreme
Lawgiver and Judge, God
helped Moses set up the
system. Judges learned
God’s law. They ruled on
minor issues and saved
the major ones for Moses.
(Exodus 18:13-27)

teen.wng.org/worldteen-lawnorder
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President Donald
Trump has named a
Mississippi judge to a
federal appeals court.
By itself, the news is
not remarkable. But
this approval marks
the President’s 200th
Cory
federal judge appointWilson
ment—the most by a
president in one term
for the past 40 years.
The U.S. federal court
system has three levels:
district courts (94), circuit
courts (13), and the
Supreme Court (1). There
are also various state

As the 200th confirmed
appointment, Judge Cory
Wilson now has a seat on
the New Orleans-based
5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. That highly
conservative court hears
cases from Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Texas.
Wilson, a former
Republican legislator, sat
on a Mississippi state
court before being
nominated by the
President and confirmed
by the Senate. A 52-48
vote revealed that all
Democrats voted against
Wilson, and all Republicans—save one—voted
for him.

Colombia, South America, has a
drug problem. For years, the government has fought to crush the country’s
illegal narcotics trade. Drug production continues. But there’s hope.
Some efforts seem to be moving the
nation away from chaos and lawlessness—and toward order and peace.
Colombia is a world leader in
growing coca. The plants flourish in
Colombia’s towering Andes Mountains. From there, growers ship
leaves around the world.
Some Andean peoples chew coca
leaves or make them into tea. They
believe the leaves help overcome
altitude sickness, fatigue, hunger,
pain, and thirst.
However, coca is also the main
ingredient used to make cocaine, a
highly addictive illegal drug. Drug
gangs use violence to control and
recruit new members—even children.
Coca growing and harvesting cause
chemical pollution, forest damage,

oot
in San
viare,
n 2019.

and soil erosion. The drug trade harms
Colombia’s people and its culture—a
real-life case of how “righteousness
exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34)
The Colombian government has
tried to rid the country of the drug
plague. For years, drug enforcement
officers sprayed plants from the air.
But that method exposed farmers
and villagers to possible cancercausing chemicals. Next, government
workers trekked into remote areas to
visit coca farmers and offer money to
help farmers switch from drug crops
to cocoa or coffee. One program even
promised land ownership if farmers
stopped growing drugs for five years.
Those programs didn’t work well.
The biggest problem was Colombia’s
lack of roads and transportation that
would allow farmers to take legal
crops to market quickly. Produce
spoiled, and many farmers lost
money.
Last year, the military tried a
new method—yanking up thousands
of coca shrubs. The acreage for

The 5th U.S.
Circuit Court
of Appeals in
New Orleans

AP Photos

Democrats allege
Wilson’s record shows he
works to undermine the
voting rights of African
Americans and other minorities. They point out that

Wilson supported requiring
IDs for voters at the polls and
say he makes false claims
about voter fraud. Democrats also blast Wilson’s
longtime opposition to the

growing coca dropped . . . but coca
production increased.
Those mixed results suggest
short-term removal efforts have made
a difference. But they also show that
drug groups have improved their
production and farming techniques.
Sadly, coca production continues in
conflict-ridden border regions, nature
reserves, and other areas without a
strong government presence.
The surge in coca production has
put a strain on Colombia’s usually
close relations with the United States.
It’s also challenged the country’s ability to bring peace to rural areas where
violent groups still control territory.
Juan Carlos Garzón is a drug
policy expert at Colombia’s Ideas for
Peace Foundation. He claims there
are few alternatives to help farmers
switch from growing coca long term.
“Eradicating is a short-term
solution,” Garzón says. “The
question is what to do long term.”
Colombia would do well do find
the answer before the country’s
problems become worse.

Affordable Care Act, the
health law passed under
President Barack Obama.
“The Senate should not
confirm a nominee who
would work to further
restrict the right to vote,”
said California Senator
Dianne Feinstein before the
confirmation.
Senator Kamala Harris
calls Wilson’s record
“extremely problematic at
this moment in time.” She is
referring to national feelings
in the wake of the police
killing of George Floyd and
other African Americans.
About 55% of those who
live in the Wilson’s region
are minorities.

On the other side of the
aisle, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell
calls Wilson “an outstanding
nominee.” He notes Wilson’s
vast experience. Wilson
served as a lawyer in private
practice, a state lawmaker,
an advisor to top state
officials, and a Mississippi
judge. The American Bar
Association rates him as
“well-qualified.”
“I am confident that
Wilson will bring . . .
courage to the bench,” says
Carrie Severino, president
of the conservative Judicial
Crisis Network, “and not be
afraid to stand up for the
rule of law.”
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it clear that so-called GOD TV was
not welcome in Israel. Chairman
Asher Biton gave the group seven
days to stop broadcasting its
“Shelanu” station. (“Shelanu” is
Hebrew for “Ours.” It refers to the
fact that Jesus, or Yeshua, was also
a Hebrew.)
Council regulators say the
channel hid its missionary agenda
when it applied for a license. They
say Shelanu called itself a “station
targeting the Christian population.”
Instead, Biton says, “The channel
appeals to Jews with Christian
content.” And that’s a big no-no.
GOD TV says its license is clear: It
would broadcast in Hebrew—not the
Arabic of most Holy Land Christians—
to the Israeli public. Station representatives believe that fact made
their intent obvious.
But in a video message, GOD TV
CEO Ward Simpson suggested the
real aim was to convince Jews to
accept Jesus as their Messiah. The
message was later taken down, and
Simpson apologized. He says if given
another chance, GOD TV will comply
with all regulations.

Evangelical Christians cheer
during a celebration of
Israel in Jerusalem in 2015.

Ron Cantor, Shelanu’s Israeli
spokesman, says the station will
reapply for a license. The station’s
management hopes the council will
approve the request and prevent “a
severe diplomatic incident with
hundreds of millions of pro-Israel
evangelical Christians worldwide.”
Freedom of religion is enshrined in
Israeli law. Evangelizing is allowed as
long as activities don’t target minors
or involve economic pressure. The
Shelanu station does neither. Still,
the station is closed.
Israel welcomes evangelicals’
tourism, political clout, and financial
support. But the current situation
suggests that what it won’t tolerate
is their Jesus.

10
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Shelanu spokesman
Ron Cantor ﬁlming the
Out of Zion program.

Top: AP Photo • Bottom: Courtesy of GOD TV

Regulators in the
Middle East have
booted an evangelical
broadcaster off the air.
The offense? Spreading Christian
content to the country’s citizens. The
abrupt dismissal didn’t happen in
Iraq or Saudi Arabia. It occurred in
one of evangelical America’s most
loved locales: Israel.
Beliefs about the modern state of
Israel and the Israel of the Bible differ
widely. But all evangelical Christians
believe salvation comes only through
Jesus Christ and that the Bible
commands the faithful to “tell all
nations.” At the same time, Christians
understand that many Jews strongly
object to efforts to convert them to
Christianity. For many evangelicals,
these competing realities clash.
Despite this conflict, evangelical
Christians are some of Israel’s biggest
supporters. A 2013 Pew Research
Study indicates that American
evangelicals support the modern
nation of Israel more strongly than
American Jews do!
Recently, Israel’s Cable and
Satellite Broadcasting Council made

AP Photos

Top: AP Photo • Bottom: Courtesy of GOD TV

Police detain a protester who was sprayed with pepper
spray during a protest in Hong Kong on July 1, 2020.

Hong Kong is packed
with people from all over
the world. The city’s seven
million residents are made
up of people who create
much wealth and global
trade. They are people
accustomed to expressing
their beliefs freely. This
summer, new National
Security Laws took effect in
Hong Kong. Life changed
for these free people
almost overnight.
The new laws say police
officers can search Hong
Kongers without warrants
and tell internet service
providers to take down messages online that criticize
the Chinese government.
Chinese officials drafted
and decreed the laws with
no input or permission from
lawmakers in Hong Kong.
Hong Kong is a city, not
a country. For more than
100 years, the British government controlled it. Great
Britain handed Hong Kong
over to the Chinese government in 1997, with a
caveat: For 50 years, Hong

Kong officials would make
their own laws, and Hong
Kongers would handle their
own money. The independence would end in 2047.
But Hong Kongers feared
China might take some of
their freedoms before the
50 years expired. It appears
they were right. Now
democracy-loving Hong
Kongers face persecution.
Once the new laws passed,
police started searching
bags and arresting people
with Hong Kong freedom
flags. They even arrested
people for carrying white
flags that said nothing at all.
Hong Kong citizens
living in other parts of the
world watch as China
commandeers more power
in the territory. What will
become of those who don’t
feel safe returning?
Officials in Australia
suggest they make the
outback their permanent
home. The Land Down
Under will offer around
10,000 Hong Kongers living
in Australia a chance to stay

for good—a bold move that
could threaten Australia’s
important trade relationship with China.
Great Britain offers help
to Hong Kongers too.
Remember, Great Britain
first made the treaty with
China that said Hong Kong

Hong Kong, of course, and
not everyone wants to.
Some do not have enough
money, and some love their
city too much to go. Some
want to stay because they
are proud to be Chinese.
Communist China has
self-preservation reasons
A protester hold a
British passport and
Hong Kong colonial
ﬂag during a protest
against China’s new
laws in Hong Kong.

could rule itself for 50
years—a deal British officials say China is violating.
So Britain will allow up to
three million Hong Kongers
to come work in the United
Kingdom for five years. After
that, they may apply for
British citizenship.
Not everyone can leave

for cracking down on Hong
Kong’s freedoms. Freedom
tends to spread. Officials
fear people in mainland
China will eye the wealth
and liberty enjoyed there
and start to want their own.
You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you
free. — John 8:32
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with numerous local restaurants.
Then they deliver the chow straight to
customers’ doors.
Waiter.com first offered ordering
and delivery from 60 California
restaurants in 1995. Since then,
companies keep lining up for the
great food delivery race. They include
Deliveroo, DoorDash, Grubhub, Just
Eat Takeaway, and Uber Eats.
This year’s coronavirus pandemic
boosted food delivery sales. With
restaurant dining rooms closed, more
people stayed home. Some cooked.
(See “No Place Like Home, Cooking”
at teen.wng.org/node/6062.) But
many turned to take-out. Grubhub’s
orders grew 28% over 2019; Just Eat
Takeaway’s orders grew 41%.
A full menu of options means
customers jump easily between
services: Uber Eats today, DoorDash
tomorrow. Plentiful choices make
steady sales difficult. Companies offer
deep discounts and spend big money

on marketing to attract new users.
Those tactics eat into profits.
As a result, many companies
embrace the adage “If you can’t beat
’em, join ’em”—literally. Mergers (a
combining of two companies into one)
among former competitors have
become common. Not only can
companies remove rivals, but they can
also share technology and marketing
costs. And bigger often is better.
Combined companies can gain savings
from increased volume and greater
efficiency. This is called creating
“economies of scale.”
Just Eat Takeaway provides
deliveries in Europe, Australia, Israel,
New Zealand, Canada, Mexico, and
Brazil. Grubhub operates in 4,000 U.S.
cities and holds almost a third of the
U.S. food delivery market. The
combined venture may position the
merged company to become the
Amazon of food.

Krieg Barrie

What’s cooking in the food industry?
Mergers, with or without a side of
fries. And a new $7.3 billion combo
meal deal means take-out and delivery
must be on the menu to stay. We’re
referring to the June 2020 deal Netherlands-based Just Eat Takeaway made
to gobble up U.S.-based Grubhub.
Together, the two handled 593 million
restaurant orders last year. They served
about 70 million users worldwide.
Those numbers make the newly
merged business the largest restaurant
delivery company outside China. They
also gave the Dutch gastronomical
support service financial confidence
to invest that astronomical amount!
Just how did food delivery become
such big business? The idea may not
be as novel as you think. The first
recorded take-out was cold noodle
soup in Korea in 1768. Pizza delivery
in stacked metal boxes goes back to
1800s Naples, Italy.
Today, food delivery often involves
an online order-and-delivery service
not employed by a single restaurant.
Instead, these businesses connect
hungry eaters

Once-wealthy Venezuela
is in dire circumstances.
Years of corrupt socialist
leadership has sent the
nation spiraling into economic and social collapse.
Crime is high. Food is outrageously expensive. Jobs
are gone. Power and water
utilities are inconsistent.
The coronavirus is present,
but healthcare is costly.
Medicines, supplies, and
protective equipment are
hard to find.
The nation produces
little other than oil. That

once
provided
for a robust
economy. Today,
sanctions from nations
such as the United States
and the United Kingdom,
which disapprove of mishandling by Venezuela’s
oppressive leaders, restrict
trade. Venezuela is broke.
What might that nation
do with, say, a billion dollars
in gold? Would that infuse
the economy and return jobs,
affordable food, and reliable
healthcare to Venezuelans?
Nicolás Maduro claims it
would. That’s why the
controversial socialist, who
calls himself Venezuela’s
president, says he wants the
Bank of England to release
$1 billion worth of gold bars

to him. But the bank says,
“No way.”
The gold is currently
stored in London. If that
seems unusual, it’s not.
There are two main keepers
of the world’s gold: The New
York Federal Reserve has the
most. The Bank of England
is a close second. The highly
protected London vault
holds 400,000 gold bars. In its
320 years of existence, it has
never experienced a theft.
Many nations of the world
store their gold with one of
those two establishments.
So why can’t Maduro get
the goods? That’s because
many countries don’t recognize Maduro as a legitimate
ruler with authority to make
decisions for the country
any longer. A high court in
the U.K. heard the case of
the Venezuelan gold. It
sided with the Bank of
London in its decision that
Nicolás Maduro was not the
president of Venezuela. The
court officially recognized
Maduro’s political

opponent, Juan Guaidó, as
the valid interim president.
Guaidó is the leader of
Venezuela’s National
Assembly. That body has
the constitutional right to
step in when a president is
breaking the country’s laws.
Back in 2018, the National
Assembly declared Venezuela’s most recent election
“corrupted.” It said that
Maduro was not legally
reelected and that the
president’s seat was vacant.
Guaidó was named interim
president pending a new,
legal election.
More than 50 nations of
the world recognize Guaidó,
not Maduro, as Venezuela’s
leader. But Maduro isn’t
willing to accept that
decision—from the world or
from his own fellow citizens.
And with a billion dollars
just out of his reach, it’s
unlikely he’ll step away
easily any time soon.
For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evils.
— 1 Timothy 6:10

AP Photo

Krieg Barrie

Queen Elizabeth II tours the gold vault
at the Bank of England in London.
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A protester naps aboard one of the historic Dutch ships anchored at Pampus.

The tiny nation of the Netherlands
owes much to water. For thousands of
years, the Dutch have subdued and
sailed the seas. Sadly, the global pandemic may have permanently docked
some of the country’s historic ships at
the artificial island of Pampus.
Early settlers claimed Dutch land
from the sea. They built dikes, dams,
and windmills as they dredged up the
area’s soggy ground. Historians say
resulting ports like Amsterdam and
Rotterdam allowed the Netherlands
to become a global hub for art,
architecture, science, and trade. The
Netherlands’ maritime importance was
clear: The powerful Dutch East India
Company dominated trade with Asia,
Africa, and the Americas for decades.
Visitors to the Netherlands can
learn of the
country’s

In June, some 175 old ships and
their crews gathered near the island
of Pampus near Amsterdam. They
blasted their boat horns in unison.
Crews called for government support
for them and for their lovingly
restored vessels.
“We need a solution that fits for our
line of work, for these ships, so that
we can maintain them for Holland and
for the world, these beautiful classical
sailing ships.” Martijn says.
Keeping earthly things in
shipshape is hard work, ever since sin
affected everything. Boats, like
bodies, now tend toward decay and
decline. But God uses even that
graciously. He gives us hearts that
long for another home—where neither
moth nor rust (nor water!) corrupts.
(Matthew 6:19)
An online petition in support of the
fleet has registered more than 16,000
signatures.
Boat owners purposefully chose
Pampus for their protest. The idiom
“anchored at Pampus” means
“exhausted” in Dutch. It’s an apt
description. After all, it’s hard to know
when to abandon a sinking ship.
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nautical past aboard a fleet of antique
Dutch ships. Around 400 historical
vessels ply the waterways of the
Netherlands and beyond. Each year,
the boats carry some 300,000
passengers through the miles of
canals throughout the country. The
oldest boat dates to 1875.
But today, ship owners are
struggling to survive amidst the
coronavirus pandemic. The high costs
of maintaining the boats and efforts
to follow new social distancing
guidelines have literally taken the
wind out of their sails.
Dutch authorities allotted billions
of euros to help businesses affected
by measures to control the spread of
the coronavirus. But boat owners say
the financial lifelines aren’t enough to
keep them afloat.
“It’s very likely that these ships will
disappear out of our landscape,” says
fleet representative Joost Martijn.
“We can’t sail them anymore with
guests, and that’s how we maintain
the ships—by sailing with them and
earning some money.” He adds, “Now
it’s impossible to sail with them
because of the virus.”

The Chinese navy
ﬂexes its muscle in
the South China Sea.

AP Photos

Nations: China, this
land is not yours.
China: But what if we
plant baby cabbages here?
China stares down its
neighbors in the South
China Sea. These waters
boast major shipping
routes rich in fish and possible oil and gas reserves.
Who owns these islands,
coral reefs, and lagoons?
China claims them. Other
nations claim them too.
You can’t exactly paint a
line through the ocean. But
you can draw ocean ownership on maps. And when it
comes to maps of the South
China Sea, each surrounding nation has its own.
Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam,
the Philippines, and China
all border the sea. And all
claim sections that overlap. At one small bit of sea,
every single country points
and says, “Mine!”
Of course, they can’t all
be right.
China wants to own as
much ocean as possible. If
war ever came, a blockade
in the South China Sea
could stop Chinese
exports—a huge economic

blow to China. You can
imagine China stretching
tentacles of power into the
sea. In 1947, China drew a
“nine-dash line” through
the South China Sea on its
maps. This line includes
space as much as 1,000
miles away from mainland
China. China demands
power over everything
inside the line.
To own parts of the
sea—including the airspace
above it—a nation must
have habitable land nearby.
Several countries claim the
hundreds of islands dotting
the waters in the South
China Sea. Most of these
islands can’t be lived on.
Still, China has been busy
building airstrips, naval
ports, and gun turrets on
its claimed islands. It uses
dredging boats to haul up
sediment and build more
islands so it can claim more
ocean. Workers plant bok
choy on beaches to make
the land seem livable.
According to The Global
Times—the Chinese Communist Party’s tabloid—
soldiers have grown about
1,653 pounds of bok choy

cabbage, lettuce, and baby
Chinese cabbage on the
Paracel Islands. Vietnam
and Taiwan each say these
islands belong to them.
Neighbors see China as
a bully. World powers
watched in April as a Chinese vessel rammed and
sank a Vietnamese fishing
boat in the disputed waters.
All the fishermen onboard
survived. But China had
sent its message. Chinese
representatives said the
boat was trespassing and
refused to leave. Meanwhile, Vietnamese powers
said the boat didn’t have to
leave, since it was sailing
in Vietnamese waters.
A third of the world’s
shipping traffic passes
through the South China
Sea. People all over Southeast Asia rely on its fish for
food. Huge reserves of oil

Vietnam

China
Taiwan
Philippines

Laos
Thailand

SOUTH
CHINA
SEA

Cambodia

Brunei
Malaysia

Indonesia

and gas are believed to be
hiding under its seabed.
Nations use different
names for the islands and
even the sea itself because
they disagree about who
owns them.
But most nations agree
that China is out of bounds.
International laws do not
support China’s claims.
And in nearby lands from
Australia to India you’ll find
border disputes and quarrels over trade with China.
Each country seems to
have a beef with the bully.

China laid claim to this island and its airspace by building an airstrip.
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North Korean soldiers
ﬁght during the
Korean War in 1950.

Solemn ceremonies marked this
summer’s 70th anniversary of the
“Forgotten War.” In 1950, conflict in
Korea shattered a country and set off
decades of global tension. Those
hostilities still exist. After all, the
Korean War never ended.
Before the close of World War II,
the Empire of Japan ruled a unified
Korea. Following the war, Allied
forces divvied up the territory. The
Soviet Union controlled Korea’s
north, the United States the south.
The 38th parallel of latitude became
(and remains) the dividing line
between two distinct Koreas.
The Korean War (June 25, 1950
- July 27, 1953) began when North
Korea (supported by China and the
Soviet Union) invaded South Korea
(supported by the United Nations,
mostly the United States). The war
killed 36,000 American soldiers and
more than two million Koreans, both
soldiers and civilians.
At war’s end, there was a truce
but no peace treaty. For nearly 70
years, the two Koreas have remained
suspended in a state of war. Each
side believes it is the only lawful
government.
World leaders have attempted to
bring the two sides together many
times without success.

The office was where the North and
Current South Korean President
South were supposed to work on
Moon Jae-in hoped meetings and
their peace deal.
diplomacy between the North-South
Today, NK officials continue to
rivals would change their hostile
blast the South for allowing activists
relationship.
to float anti-North leaflets across the
In April 2018, the leaders of North
border in giant balloons. (See
and South Korea agreed to work
“Balloon Wars” at teen.wng.org/
toward a treaty to formally end the
node/2204.) As payback, NK even
war. Each side promised to scale
printed 12 million of its own propaback some military exercises. But
ganda leaflets to fly into the South.
many experts believe North Korea’s
Some say Moon Jae-in is too
Kim Jong-un will promise anything
optimistic about Kim Jung-un’s intento keep his sanctions-crippled
tions. He insists progress between the
economy afloat. As with other
two Koreas could help ease global
attempts at peace, North-South
nuclear tensions. Still, the South
friendliness wore off.
won’t go too far in defending the
It didn’t take long until North
North for fear of offending its biggest
Korea threatened to abandon parts
defender: the United States.
of the 2018 agreement.
“South Korea doesn’t
In June, Kim
Jong-un blew up
have
many options,” says
China
Russia
Professor Nam Sung-wook
an empty office
of the South’s Korea
building in a fit
University. “We are the
of rage. The
North Korea
Pyongyang
same Korean people but
gesture was
also
[war] enemies.”
likely symbolic:
Seoul
South Korea

Japan

South Korean
Marines patrol
on Yeonpyeong
Island, South
Korea, on June
16, 2020.
AP Photos
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A 440-mile wall divides a jointly owned Middle East territory. Israel calls it a
security barrier against terrorism. Palestinians call it a racial segregation wall.
Israel wants to redraw the disputed border. But doing so could mean war.
A Palestinian boy

WEST BANK: WHERE AND
looks over a wall in
WHY? The West Bank is a landthe city of Hebron
in the West Bank.
locked region near the Mediterranean Sea. It’s surrounded on
the south, west, and north by
Israel and on the east by
Jordan. It gets its name from its
location along the Jordan River.
Part of the city of Jerusalem lies
within the West Bank.
Treaties signed in the 1990s
between Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO)
created districts within the
West Bank. Israel controls
some; the PLO controls some. But both claim the entire area.
In the 90s, the PLO was considered a terrorist organization. As
such, United Nations policy says the land officially belongs to Israel.
However, many nations have since recognized the PLO as a lawful
power. Those countries want Palestinians to have a homeland—
including the West Bank.

AP Photos

WHAT NEXT? But some analysts believe Israel just
wants to annex Israeli settlements—leaving Palestinian
residents out. Un-annexed Palestinians would have no
link to the outside world without traveling through
Israel. They would be citizens of no country. Many
believe that would be the Palestinians’ economic end—
and the end of any hope for Palestinian statehood.
Palestinians, the U.N. secretary-general, the
European Union, and key Arab countries oppose the
U.S.-Israeli plan. They say it violates international law.
The terrorist Palestinian group Hamas warns it will
increase attacks over the proposal.
Netanyahu resists the global criticism. He sees the
West Bank as part of Israel’s biblical homeland and
essential to national security.
Many experts believe Netanyahu will move forward
with annexation before the U.S. election in November—
while he still has President Trump’s support.
Mitri Raheb is president of Bethlehem’s Dar al-Kalima
University College of Arts and Culture. He’s also a

WHAT NOW? Israel’s top two
leaders want to exert control
over certain parts of the West
Bank. But Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defense Minister Benny Gantz
don’t agree on when to change
the border. Netanyahu wants to
annex some Palestinianoccupied parts very soon. Gantz
says Israel should cope with the
coronavirus crisis first.
Netanyahu’s annexation
aligns with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s plan. On the
surface, it would leave more
land under Palestinian control.

Netanyahu

Palestinian Christian. Raheb has experienced the divide
between Israelis and Palestinians in the West Bank. He
expects Israel’s plan to deepen the rift, leaving Palestinians “resourceless” and shrinking their living space.
Christians on both sides of the border between
Israel and the West Bank are concerned. The tense
situation emphasizes the knowledge that peace on
Earth requires the Prince of Peace.
A Jewish settlement in the West Bank
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math and science experiments. Soon after, Jackson took a
promotion. She entered a training program for engineers.
The engineering classes were offered at the
then-segregated Hampton High School.
Jackson had to ask for permission to be
allowed to join her white peers in class.
She completed the courses, earned her
promotion, and made history as NASA’s
first black female engineer.
For nearly 20 years, Jackson authored
and co-authored research reports. Most
focused on the behavior of the layer
of air surrounding airplanes.
In 1979, Jackson joined
Langley’s Federal Women’s
Program. She worked to promote
Jackson working
at NASA’s Langley
a new generation of female
Research Center
mathematicians, engineers, and
in 1977
scientists. Jackson stayed at Langley until her retirement in 1985.
In 2019, President Trump signed
the Hidden Figures Congressional
Gold Medal Act. He awarded the
honor posthumously to Jackson, who
passed away in 2005. NASA now takes
its turn in honoring her life’s work by
naming its headquarters for her.
“NASA facilities across the country
are named after people who dedicated their lives to push the frontiers
of the aerospace industry,” says
Bridenstine. Mary Jackson pushed
frontiers on Earth—and beyond.

8/6/20 3:35 PM
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Mary W. Jackson NASA
Headquarters building
in Washington, D.C.

NASA

Mary Winston Jackson loved science and she loved
people. She was the first female African American engineer
at NASA. The agency is proud to announce that its Washington, D.C., headquarters building now bears her name.
Jackson is one of the “hidden figures” in Margot Lee
Shetterly’s 2016 book Hidden Figures: The American Dream
and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians
Who Helped Win the Space Race. Born in 1921, Jackson
overcame discrimination to become a professional
mathematician and aerospace engineer.
“Mary W. Jackson was part of a group of very important
women who helped NASA succeed in getting American
astronauts into space,” explains NASA Administrator Jim
Bridenstine. All along, she influenced the hiring and
promotion of women in NASA’s science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics careers.
“Hidden no more, we will continue to recognize the
contributions of women, African Americans, and
people of all backgrounds who have made
NASA’s successful history of exploration
possible,” says Bridenstine.
God gave Mrs. Jackson a brilliant mind and
a heart that recognized the dignity and equality
of all human life. In 1951, the National Advisory
Committee for Aeronautics recruited Jackson.
(That committee became NASA in 1958.) She
worked in the segregated (separated by
race) West Area Computing Unit
as a research mathematician.
Jackson quickly became
known as one of the
human “computers”
(meaning she could
perform complex
mathematical computations) at Langley Research
Center, in Hampton, Virginia.
Two years later, Jackson began
working in Langley’s Supersonic
Pressure Tunnel.
There, she gained
hands-on
experience
conducting

Percibald Garcia isn’t an actor or voiceover
artist. He’s not a teacher or childcare worker. But
since May, the 27-year-old architect has been a
popular storyteller among some kids in
quarantine.
During the pandemic, weeks of confinement—
no friends, no group activities—have been dull
and dreary, especially for children.
“Almost nobody was looking after the way
that kids were experiencing this lockdown,”
Garcia says.
For months now, Garcia has taken
his “wandering microphone” into the
Garcia reads at
the Tlatelolco
housing complex.
His sign translates
to “From the house
to the plaza.
Narrations for
Tlatelolco.”

AP Photos

NASA

green spaces between buildings in an enormous
Mexico City apartment complex. There he
broadcasts stories while children listen.
During His time on Earth, Jesus told stories.
He often spoke in parables because He knows
that stories can reveal truth, overcome barriers,
gather people together—and even change them.
Garcia reads stories like El Tlacuache Lunatico
(The Crazy Opossum) by David Martín del Campo.
He often plays songs by Mexican children’s
composer Francisco Gabilondo Soler. Children
pop up at the windows of the multistory

buildings for the show. A few venture out with
parents to sit on the grass or a bench.
“The public plaza has been extremely
important in Mexico since the time of our
ancestors,” Garcia notes. “It is where people
meet, talk, where the life of a neighborhood
develops.” The pandemic hit this aspect of life
hard, because people have been encouraged not
to go out or gather. He calls his reading project
“De la Casa a la Plaza” (“From the
house to the plaza”).
Garcia believes his
readings help to reclaim
those shared spaces—
Kids
and stem the movelisten
ment to a digital world.
from their
windows.
“In the last three
months, everything
has gone online—work,
contacts, shopping,” he
says. “This is an act of
resistance in the face of this
ferocious digitalization.”
Rogelio Morales listens from his
grandmother’s window. Since March,
the nine-year-old has spent much of
his time playing video games. “The
only thing I go out for is to walk my
dog,” he says. “It’s a little boring.”
But of the storytelling, Rogelio
says, “It’s nice. We can relax a little.”
Luna Gonzalez came outside with
her mother. They listened to Garcia from a safe
distance, both wearing face masks. “I imagine
what the animals are like,” says Luna. “I get
bored at home.”
Rogelio’s grandmother, Maria Elena Sevilla,
also sits at the window. “It is not just children
he is entertaining,” she says. “It is people of my
age too.”
These days, most of his neighbors have
cellphones, tablets, or computers. But Garcia
wants them to hear the human voice—and thrill
in the world of shared tales.
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Over 100 years ago, railroads first choo-chooed into the
Flint Hills of Kansas. Now a large-scale track expansion is
underway. Will progress spoil the United States’ largest
remaining tallgrass prairie?
The Flint Hills straddle eastern Kansas and northeastern
Oklahoma. They’re named for the area’s flint resources.
Native Americans used the plentiful natural rocks to start fires
and make tools. The rocky soil prevented early white settlers
from plowing the area, so most raised cattle instead of crops.
The Flint Hills region also boasts the largest tallgrass
prairie area in North America. At one time, 150 million acres
of tallgrass prairie stretched from Texas to Canada. Tallgrass
prairie grasses grow up to 10 feet tall. They have roots that
extend up to 15 feet deep.
Today, less than 40% of prairie ecosystems (organisms
and their physical environment) survive. A much smaller
percentage of the specific tallgrass prairie remains. Prairie
prevents soil erosion. It supports hundreds of pollinating
creatures and threatened species like prairie chickens.
Each year, cattle ranchers conduct controlled burns.
The fires help restore the prairie grasses for cattle grazing.
Fires, grasses, cattle: Flint Hills folks cherish their
relationship with the prairie.
On that grassy Kansas prairie, BNSF Railway is building
a second main line of track. The expansion will help with

transporting goods like chemicals, coal, food and beverages,
grain, housing materials, and oil by rail.
However, the project involves adjusting three stream
locations, building seven bridges, and extending 36 tunnels,
according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. That’s a lot
of digging in a place proud of its untouched prairies.
No one paid much attention to BNSF’s multi-year
plans—until this year, when construction began on a nearly
42-mile stretch of track running from Ellinor to El Dorado,
Kansas. Parts of the railroad run right through the Flint Hills
and near the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve.
Kansan Clayton Jamison was shocked when he saw the
size of the excavation. “It looked like a bomb went off,” he
says. He and others wonder what will happen to their prairie
ecosystem.
“We are also a big supporter of the ongoing efforts to
preserve the tall grass prairie of the Flint Hills,” BNSF
spokeswoman Amy Casas says. Officials insist the earthmoving is short-term. They say workers will restore the area
and plant native grasses. It’s true that the company has
made big donations to similar restoration projects.
Jamison doesn’t seem convinced yet. “That is a special
place,” he says of the Flint Hills. “It hasn’t changed a lot.”
He and others would like to keep their slice of prairie just
that way.
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Work to expand the BNSF railway
progresses near Matﬁeld Green,
Kansas on June 18, 2020
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The mountains of North Cascades
National Park in northern Washington
state are God’s grizzly country. Sadly,
the area’s bear population has
dwindled to fewer than a dozen. So
when the government ditched plans to
reintroduce the animals there, some
folks grrrrrrowled. Grizzly advocates
hope to challenge that decision.
An estimated 50,000 grizzly bears
once roamed the lower 48 U.S. states.
Beginning in the mid-1800s, the
Department of the Interior (DOI) managed the nation’s natural resources.
That included animal species and
habitats. By the 1930s, grizzly bears
had all but disappeared. Most had
been poisoned, shot, or trapped.
In 1975, the DOI named grizzly
bears a threatened species. Since then,
bears have slowly regained territory.
Their numbers have increased. Today,
the largest group of grizzlies—still
fewer than 1,800—inhabit Glacier and
Yellowstone National Parks.
Grizzlies of the North Cascades are
some of the most at-risk bears in the
United States. Some researchers
believe only about 10 bears
live there today. Female
bears usually produce
just a few small litters,
and North Cascades
bears live isolated from
other grizzlies.
According to Rob
Smith of the National

Parks Conservation Association,
“Grizzlies have been an integral
part of the North Cascades
ecosystem for . . . years but
are now one of the most
threatened populations in
North America.”
In 2015, the federal
A grizzly bear waits
government began studying
for a salmon to be
bears. There was hope to
tossed to him at the
restore grizzlies in the North
Woodland Park
Zoo in Seattle.
Cascades. But Interior Secretary
David Bernhardt says the agency
won’t try to bring bears back. His
agency believes residents there don’t
want more grizzlies.
Representative Dan Newhouse
of central Washington state agrees.
parks where bears are being relocated.
He also says the U.S. Endangered
He says locals share his “concerns
Species Act mandates grizzly bear
about introducing an apex (top of
recovery plans in the North Cascades.
the food chain) predator into the
In the meantime, grizzlies did win
North Cascades.”
one victory. Federal officials sought to
But the Conservation Northwest
give bear management to states. That
environmental group says the DOI
probably would have legalized bear
decision may not be the final word.
Spokesperson Chase Gunnell points
hunting. Instead, a judge restored
out that the North Cascades has far
protections for the bears in the Yellowfewer human visitors than the other
stone region of the Rocky Mountains.
Andrea Zaccardi is an attorney
with the Center for Biological
Diversity. Her clients believe the
North Cascades could support
more than 700 grizzlies over
9,000 square miles of habitat.
“Recovery there,” Zaccardi says,
“is critical to the overall recovery
of grizzly bears.”

AP Photos

Mount
Shuksan in the
North Cascades
National
Park
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Chicago doctors performed a rare
operation. The patient’s organs were
severely damaged by COVID-19. Now
the young woman is breathing again—
with two new lungs.
The unnamed patient is in her 20s.
Doctors are withholding her name for
privacy reasons. She was a fairly
healthy adult. But her condition
deteriorated rapidly after she was hospitalized with the novel coronavirus.
The patient battled COVID-19 for
six weeks on a ventilator (breathing
machine) and heart-lung machine.
COVID-19 is the disease caused by
the new coronavirus. It can cause
serious lung problems such as pneumonia and acute (severe) respiratory
distress syndrome, or ARDS.
The Chicago patient’s lungs had
suffered lasting damage from the
virus. She needed a new set.
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Lungs accounted for just 7% of the
nearly 40,000 U.S. organ transplants
last year. They’re hard to come by, and
lung patients often wait weeks on a
transplant list.
“For many days, she was the
sickest person in the COVID ICU and
possibly the entire hospital,” says
Elizabeth S. Malsin, a heart and critical
care specialist at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital.
During the wait, the patient’s heart,
kidneys, and liver began failing. But
before doctors at Northwestern Medicine could put her on their transplant
list, the patient had to test negative
for COVID-19. If she still had the virus,
it could damage her new lungs too.
After weeks of testing and re-testing,
doctors finally got a clear result.
Doctors put the patient on the
organ donation list for not one but
two new lungs. Within 48 hours, the
lungs arrived.
The double lung transplant wasn’t
the first procedure of its kind in the
United States. But it was a first for a
COVID-19 patient. Only a few other

COVID-19 survivors, in China and
Europe, have received such
transplants.
The operation took 10 hours. The
virus had left the patient’s lungs full of
holes, says Dr. Ankit Bharat, who
performed the procedure. He describes
her lungs as “completely plastered” to
her tissue and other organs.
In late June, the patient remained
on a ventilator while her body healed.
But she was well enough to visit with
family via phone video. Doctors say
the outlook for her to have a normal
life is good.
“We are anticipating that she will
have a full recovery,” says Dr. Rade
Tomic, medical director of the
hospital’s lung transplant program.
Dr. Bharat sees lung transplants as
an option for other COVID-19 survivors.
His team worked hard to give their
suffering patient a chance to breathe
again. He says, “Everybody was just
rooting for her.”
Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
— Psalm 150:6

AP Photos

The COVID-19 patient undergoes
surgery. The X-ray image (below)
shows the chest of the patient before
she received a new set of lungs.
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Twelve miles east of Jerusalem in desert caves, Bedouin shepherds
stumbled upon manuscripts rolled up in 10 tall jars. Little did they know
they had discovered priceless ancient texts written on animal hide—the
Dead Sea Scrolls.
That was in 1947. Eventually, people would locate some 800 manuscripts total in nearby caves. Now researchers use DNA testing to press
deeper into the old find—and they’re still making new discoveries!
The Dead Sea Scrolls are a collection of very old religious writings,
many of which are non-biblical. But the scrolls also contain parts or
whole copies of every book in the Old Testament except Esther. These
are not originals. But they are very early copies. Before the shepherds
showed up, no one had disturbed the scrolls for 1,900 years!
Researchers took genetic samples from the scrolls, studying tiny slivers or even dust crumbs of parchment. DNA testing showed many manuscripts were written on sheepskin, not goatskin as researchers had
thought. The tests even indicated which skins came from related animals. This helps researchers piece together the puzzle of which manuscripts belong together.
Some say the scrolls were brought to the caves from Jerusalem for
safekeeping. Others say a group of Jews called the Essenes copied them.
Back then, the Essenes had split away from both the Sadducees and
Pharisees, moved away from Jerusalem, and chosen a monastic lifestyle
in the desert.
People often kept sheep and goats in the desert near the caves. But
the researchers got a surprise: Two of the fragments came from cow
hide, a manuscript material more common in cities like Jerusalem.
God works in human history to preserve the truth of His word. To
write the Bible, He used fishermen, shepherds, poets, prophets, a tax collector, a doctor, a tentmaker, and many others. Biblical writers worked
with styluses to carve clay or wax. They used chisels to inscribe words in
stone. They used pens to write with ink on papyrus, leather, or parchment. Over the centuries, people have copied His word again and again.
The Dead Sea Scrolls are just one example of this—a very important one.
The new DNA testing could help people spot counterfeit ancient
texts. It would have been useful at the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C. The museum had to remove five supposed Dead Sea Scrolls
from display there. It turned out they weren’t the real deal.
All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. — 2 Timothy 3:16

Portions of the Book of Isaiah found
in the Dead Sea Scrolls (top and
bottom); An antiquities specialist
works on fragments of the Dead
Sea Scrolls at the Israel Museum
in Jerusalem; the caves where the
Dead Sea Scrolls were found in
Qumran, Jordan; one of the storage
jars that held the Dead Sea Scrolls
(from upper to lower right).
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Military camp, hospital, family
home, even a freed slave village—a
624-acre plot in Arlington, Virginia,
has served many uses. Most notably,
since 1864, the land has held some of
the nation’s most celebrated war
heroes. But the famous burial ground
is running out of room, and the Army
hopes to breathe new life into Arlington National Cemetery (ANC).
Arlington is the final resting place
of over 400,000 service members. The
site conducts nearly 30 funeral
ceremonies every day. It is the only
cemetery with a participant from
every U.S. war buried on its grounds.
Visitors marvel at the row upon
row of white marble headstones
marking gravesites. They seem to
stretch endlessly. However, Arlington
is low on space. In-ground burial is
already restricted. Not even all World
War II veterans can be buried there.
(See “WASPs in Arlington?” at teen.

wng.org/node/2539.)
“rights of condemnation.” That’s legalWithout a plan, ANC
speak for seizing private property for
could run out of plots
public use—provided the government
in about 25 years.
gives fair and reasonable payment.
Officials have
In June, the Justice Department
known for years about
began “condemning” nine acres of
the shrinking cemetery Arlington County land for the
space. But figuring out
expansion. The government will “pay”
how to create more
the county by building facilities,
land in the crowded Washington, D.C.,
reengineering streets, burying power
area proved a puzzle almost worthy of
lines, and installing new bike paths,
the biblical King Solomon. (1 Kings
landscaping, and sidewalks.
3:16-28) It was up to the city of ArlingWith the extra acreage, ANC will
ton, the Department of the Army, and
be able to add about 50,000 plots.
Virginia’s Department of TransportaHowever, under some circumstances,
tion to engineer a win-win-win.
Arlington officials may also further
A plan emerged. The Army would
limit entry of deceased veterans and
annex a Department of Defense site
their spouses to the nation’s bestalong the south side of ANC. Then it
known burial ground. Such restrictions
would take about nine acres from
could extend ANC’s usefulness—and
Arlington County and realign two
allow the cemetery’s legacy to live on.
existing county roads. The
changes will create a
African-American adults and children read books in front of the
barracks at the Freedman’s Village in Arlington, Virginia c. 1865.
single connecting 49-acre
tract of land beside the
existing cemetery.
Taking county land for
the expansion got Congressional approval. After
all, the U.S. Constitution
allows governments to
exercise “eminent
domain” or

An illu
Perse
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Library of Congress

Arlington National Cemetery
in Arlington, Virginia.
The Washington Monument
is visable on the horizon.

An illustration of the
Perseverance rover

.

China’s Mars lander
being tested

An illustration shows what a human
habitat on Mars might look like.

NASA • AP Photos

Library of Congress

An illustration of the
UAE’s Mars probe

This July, the United
States, China, and the United Arab
Emirates all launched spacecraft
bound on the seven-month journey to
the Red Planet.
Mankind has been sending
missions to Mars since the 1960s, but
just eight spacecraft have successfully
landed there. If this summer’s
missions succeed, China’s rover will
be the first Chinese craft on Mars. The
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Mars
orbiter will make the UAE the first
Middle Eastern country to join the “We
Made It to Mars” club. So far only the
United States, the former Soviet
Union, Europe, and India can claim
that distinction.
Mars landing is old news for the
United States, but its Perseverance
rover has new work to do when it
lands on Mars this winter. The
six-wheeled bot will search part of
Mars never before explored by

spacecraft and start NASA’s Mars rock
collection, which a later mission will
carry to Earth.
Since “endurance produces character,” (Romans 5:4) rocket scientists
should have a lot of character. Space
missions can go wrong—and often
do—in countless ways. Yet scientists
endure. They go back to the marker
board again and again because they
yearn to know what lies beyond Earth.
They want to find out whether life
once existed on Mars and if it could
exist there again.
How will they know if Mars life was
or is possible? They’re looking for the
presence of life-sustaining water. U.S.
rovers Spirit and Opportunity touched
down on Mars in 2004. These robotic
geologists snapped photos. They used
their mechanical arms to analyze
rocks and soil, eventually determining
that water once existed on Mars.
NASA’s Phoenix lander tested Martian

water for the first time in July 2008.
The robot confirmed: Frozen water
lurks under the frigid Martian ground.
Ever dreamed of living on Mars?
Some scientists are planning a Mars
city . . . seriously! But they must
conquer many challenges before
that’s possible. Mars is coooold,
averaging temperatures of 60 degrees
below zero. How can people build
habitats there? What resources will
they use, and what will they do with
garbage they create?
Just getting to Mars is incredibly
difficult. How could astronauts possibly
construct a city there? Scientists
propose: Send robots first. Program
them to build a home for people.
News of successful—or not-sosuccessful—landings for all three
nations should arrive around February.
And “not-so-successful” is the norm
for Mars landings. Failed spacecraft
litter the planet’s rocky surface.
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Royal Society of Chemistry

The SEG
developed by
NUS researchers
uses the contrast
in illumination
between the lit
and shadowed
areas to generate
electricity.

Criminal activity, dark photos, lifeless solar panels.
Shadows get a bad rap. Now a group of Singapore
scientists are chasing—and capturing—shadows. The
inventors are using them to generate electricity.
Of course, shadows aren’t really bad. In fact, the
Bible speaks of the “shadow of God’s wings” and the
“shadow of the Almighty” as places of rest, healing,
and safety. Now researchers from the National
University of Singapore have found the positive
side of shadows too.
The scientists have developed something they
call a shadow-effect generator (SEG). Dr. Swee
Ching Tan leads the research team.
The two-and-a-half-inch SEG is similar to a solar panel
cell. To work properly, part of the machine must lie in
shadow. But instead of collecting its energy from light, this
technology harnesses the contrast between light and shadow
on the device. The SEG converts that contrast into electricity.
When one area is illuminated and the other is in shadow,
a voltage difference exists between the two. That difference,
Tan says, “[drives] the electrons from the bright side to the
dark side, and therefore [creates] electricity.” It’s that energy
that the SEG captures. (Isn’t it amazing that God designed
electrons to work this way—flowing from light toward
darkness! Think about John 1:5.)
SEGs are cost-efficient, simple, and dependable. Current
models perform twice as well as some other solar cells do
when in shadow.
Tan says SEGs “can be based in [shadowed] areas to harvest
obstructed light, for example.” The energy from the light-shadow
generator in mild shadow can make an electronic watch tick.
Early SEGs produce about 0.25 volts of electricity. It would take 20
such panels to power a lightbulb or charge a cellphone.
The team predicts other uses for the generator too. By tracking
moving shadows, an SEG could one day work as
a self-powered sensor to observe moving
objects—like a motion detector.
Some locales will benefit more from the
shadow-effect generator. Tan says, “The device
might come in handy in places like very densely
populated cities where skyscrapers are everywhere, where shadows are always persistent.”
Tan and his team are still perfecting the
device. Plans include founding a company to
make shadow-effect energy available for home
use. Researchers say a household SEG could
result in more clean, green energy—while running a home’s electronics,
including smart sensor systems such as doorbells and alarms.
To be truly useful, SEGs need further development. So far, the
devices work only on a small scale. But some day, shadows may emerge
from the dark side to help us all.

Royal Society of Chemistry

Handout

Taller than a commercial
jetliner, higher than a spy
plane, it’s a . . . balloon?
Humans have long been
fixated on outer space and
flight. But while some focus
on interstellar travel, one
company offers another
option—a balloon ride to
the edge of space and then
back down to terra firma.
Space Perspective is a
start-up space tourism
company. For about
$125,000, the company
plans to offer a peek into
space from the comfort of
what looks like a giant
Christmas tree ornament.
The company’s main
goal is selling a life-changing
experience: viewing Earth
from afar. The company
hopes voyagers will see
how small the planet is
compared to all of space.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if
every balloon traveler
realized the vastness of the
universe God created, and

asked with the psalmist,
“What is man that you are
mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:4)
Spaceship Neptune’s
capsule functions similarly
to the payload of a weather
or hot air balloon. A
ginormous hydrogen
balloon floats on top; the
futuristic passenger capsule
rides along below.
Neptune won’t require
oxygen masks or high-tech
spacesuits. Instead, the
cabin will regulate temperature, oxygen, and air
pressure—even in the
freezing atmosphere 19
miles above Earth. Space
Perspective describes this
ride-of-a-lifetime as
happening in “a shirtsleeves environment.”
Neptune can transport
up to eight daring passengers plus a pilot in style. The
capsule will feature seats,
refreshments, a restroom,
and huge windows providing spectacular views of

An illustration of Space
Perspective’s Spaceship
Neptune high above Earth

Earth against the blackness
of space. Travelers will rise
upward until reaching the
outer edge of the atmosphere—about 100,000 feet
above the Earth. There they
can enjoy a two-hour
floating experience.
After that, the balloon
will descend for a sea landing. A ship will pick up the
capsule, and passengers
will disembark. The boat will
return them to shore. The
entire near-space experience
should span about six hours.
“[Fewer] than 20 people
have ever been to the edge
of space under a spaceballoon, far fewer than
have been in orbit around
our planet,” says Space
Perspective. “For the first

time, we can make the thrill
of spaceflight accessible to
you, our Explorers, in a safe,
comfortable manner with
minimal physical requirements and as simple as
boarding an airplane.”
The company plans to
launch its passenger-toting
balloons from NASA’s
former shuttle facility at the
Kennedy Space Center in
Florida.
Officials are counting
on riders to advertise the
experience for them. They’ll
be encouraging folks “to
post to your favorite social
media sites” during the ride.
Spaceship Neptune could
begin taking passengers for
selfies with the real-deal
stars starting in 2021.
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Rare Pangolin Release
This summer, conservationists released a rare
pangolin nicknamed Lijin into the wild, lush forest
outside Zhejiang’s Jinhua city in eastern China. The
native, armadillo-like creature with brown scales and
pink paws is threatened with extinction. Over the past
ﬁve years, volunteers found only ﬁve wild pangolins.
Hundreds of thousands lived in eastern China just 30
years ago. The scaly mammals have been hunted for
use in traditional Chinese medicine. In July, China gave
pangolins top-level protected status, making it illegal
to raise them in captivity and use them for traditional
medicine. Animal activist Zhou Jinfeng oversaw the
rehabilitated Lijin’s release. He wants all pangolins
currently living in captivity to go free. Activists say that
efforts to stop pangolin sales gained some traction
because of the coronavirus. Early on, the virus was
thought to be linked to the exotic animal trade.

Lijin was rescued, restored
to health, and released.

Driverless Cars Hit Speed Bump

Waymo driverless
cars are transporting
more goods than people.

Driverless cars are a hot topic as the technology continues to
develop. But the coronavirus pandemic introduced a new speed bump:
how to assure that passengers are entering a virus-free space, even if
it doesn’t have a driver. In March 2018, operating safety concerns put
the brakes on widespread use of driverless cars. In 2020, passenger
anxiety about getting into tight spaces with or right after people
who may have the virus steered safety challenges in yet another
direction. Self-driving car company Waymo says that there isn’t
time between rides to return each car for a full cleaning. This forces
the company to limit its passenger services. Waymo looked for
another way to stay in business. It began delivering school supplies,
protective equipment, and food for nonproﬁts instead of transporting people.

Oh, the Places Maisy Will Go!
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The transmitter on
Maisy’s shell will
help scientists
follow her
migratory path.

AP Photos

Maisy the hybrid sea turtle returned to the sea near the Florida
Keys in June. She’s on her way to her next adventure. The ocean
reptile was rescued in 2019 and treated for ﬁbropapillomatosis—
a serious virus that affects sea turtles. She was the ﬁrst of nine
turtles to be released by the end of July. Maisy is unique. She is
part green sea turtle and part hawksbill sea turtle. Those two
breeds have different migratory paths in the wild. Scientists aren’t
sure how Maisy will act on her own. Will she go where greens go?
Or will she seek out the paths of hawksbills? The rare reptile wears
a satellite-tracking transmitter on her shell. It will show scientists
and followers online which migratory path she chooses. Follow
Maisy’s live-tracked journey on the Tour de Turtles website here:
https://conserveturtles.org/trackingmap/?id=263.
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Great Britain’s 747 Fleet Retires

British Airways permanently
grounded its 747 jets.

The “queen of the skies” will ﬂy high no longer. British Airways
retired its entire ﬂeet of Boeing 747s sooner than anticipated. Originally,
these jumbo jets had until 2024 to stay aloft. But reduced travel during
the pandemic prompted their early—and permanent—grounding. The
747 jets were built for high-volume passenger air travel about 50
years ago. More people on board each ﬂight meant lower per-ticket
prices. The jumbos made air travel affordable for many. But over time,
the burly 747s have been replaced with sleek and more fuel-efﬁcient
aircraft such as Airbus’ A350 and Boeing’s 787. Today, just 30 Boeing 747s are still in service
anywhere. What will happen to the retiring 747s is still up in the air. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is considering scrapping
them. He hopes that 747 parts will help make new, more environmentally friendly aircrafts.

Money for Muppets

The Jim Henson Co. is a
ﬁxture in the Hollywood
section of Los Angeles.

What do you think of when you hear “small business”? Probably not the Jim Henson
Co. with its beloved characters, Kermit the Frog and the Muppets. The brand has been
wildly famous for decades, but the company says it’s smaller and more artisanal than the
fame suggests. Jim Henson Co. employs only about 75 people. That qualiﬁed
it for the U.S. government small-business lending program. The
program was created to support small businesses affected by the
coronavirus pandemic. Approved companies received government
loans to pay their employees and cover operating expenses
during the economic downturn. Nicole Goldman is a spokeswoman for Jim Henson Co. She says that the loan allowed the
Muppet-makers to keep 100% of staff working, despite having
to shut down live-action productions such as Jim Henson’s
Creature Shop and Henson Recording Studios for safety.
Kermit the Frog

Ethiopian Dam Update
Ethiopia hoped to begin ﬁlling the reservoir behind its new hydroelectric Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam in July. Despite objections from its neighbors downstream, it met its monthly goal with some help from the heavens. The African nation
claims the electricity the dam will generate is key to bringing millions of its people
out of poverty. But both Sudan and Egypt below the dam rely on the Nile for water.
Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shukry warned that ﬁlling the reservoir rapidly
without an agreement between the three countries violates a 2015 declaration of
principles governing their talks. Important points in these talks cover how much
water Ethiopia will release if a drought occurs and how Ethiopia, Egypt, and Sudan
will resolve future disputes. Ethiopia agreed not to close the dam before the three
nations reach a deal. And providentially, God sent heavy rains this summer. That
contributed a robust water supply both in the Nile and behind the dam.

Heavy rains ﬁlled the Nile river
and the reservoir behind the
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam.

Quiz My Reading: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a, Words To Bank: 1. a, 2. c, 3. c, 4. b, 5. b, 6. a, Viz-Quiz: b. Great Britain Mind Stir: Answers will vary but may include: 1. Israel
was incorrect because sharing the gospel is more important than any other thing that people can do on Earth, and it is God’s will for Israelis to learn about Jesus; or Israel
was correct because the missionary group wasn’t completely forthright in sharing its intentions and should have been open from the start. 2. Australia, like Hong Kong,
was once a British colony and since the United Kingdom had connections to both, it makes sense that the common heritage would give them reasons to want to be helpful.
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Think It Through
Law N’ Order pages 8-11

Words
To Bank

Quiz My Reading
1. The Colombian government has tried several methods to rid the country of illegal
drug production, including money for switching crops. What’s one reason this
method didn’t work?
a) The lack of roads and vehicles meant farmers couldn’t get legal crops to market before
they spoiled.
b) The United States would not help pay for police protection or medical care for anyone
who ever grew coca plants.

1. eradicating
a) wiping out
b) solidifying
c) encouraging
2. reproach
a) uniﬁer
b) credit
c) disgrace

2. Why was President Donald Trump’s appointment of Cory Wilson record-breaking?
a) Wilson’s conﬁrmation marked the most federal judge appointments by a president in
one term in 40 years.
b) Judge Wilson is the youngest person ever appointed to a federal appeals court position.

3. allege
a) prove
b) swear
c) assert

3. Why did Israel’s Cable and Satellite Broadcasting Council require GOD TV to stop
broadcasting?
a) One of its stations was broadcasting pro-Palestinian advertisements.
b) Its Shelanu station targeted Israel’s Jews to convert them to Christ.

4. wake
a) wave
b) aftermath
c) cause

4. New laws in Hong Kong forbid _______?
a) criticizing the Chinese government
b) living in Australia

Viz-Quiz

5. agenda
a) resume
b) intention
c) order of events

Which one of these nations is offering work
visas for three million Hong Kongers?

A

B

Quiz
answers
page 29

6. caveat
a) qualifying condition
b) small error
c) strong opinion

Mind Stir
1. Was Israel correct or incorrect to stop
the broadcasting by GOD TV? Give reasons
to support your answer.

C
30

D

2. Why do you think the United Kingdom
and Australia are the main nations looking
for ways to help Hong Kong’s citizens?
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