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“ What makes Union unique is the fact that people are 
so supportive. They really, really care, and it’s truly 

out of their love for Christ and their love for other 
people.”

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT AT  
uu.edu/campusvisits

BE SUPPORTED. BE LOVED.

BE TRANSFORMED.

BE TRANSFORMED

KRISTA ROBERTSON
Interdisciplinary Studies major

Cordova, Tennessee

Scan (right) to check out our “Farm News” page.

Have an ordinary kitchen blender? Sarah shows 
you how to turn raw wheat berries into pancakes 
in a short video.

Watch us harvest wheat from the field and 
transform it into pancakes, all in 5½ minutes.

Search our website for links on how Mennonites, fleeing 
the Ukraine, transformed Kansas’s agriculture and the 
American flour industry.
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More and more retirees in the United States are � nding 
themselves without su�  cient income to a� ord housing. One 
trend is to “un-retire,” or go back to work after retirement 
age. But for many, that’s not an option. Read Retiring into 
Homelessness at teen.wng.org/node/7553. Do you think this 
cartoon is e� ective for conveying the artist’s message about 
the serious concerns facing seniors today? Why or why not?
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Rosario 
Ibarra holds 
a photo of 
her son 
Jesus.

Cindy Cueto stirs a large 
pot of rice over an open 
� re in Ciudad 
de Gosen, 
Peru.

UNITED STATES: A Revolutionary (War) 
Discovery A digging crew in Savannah, Georgia, made a 
historic discovery. Crew members were working to deepen the 
Savannah River when—what’s that? They dredged up something 
more than river mud. They had found an old, rust-encrusted 
cannon! Two more followed. As of now, they’ve found 19 cannons 
in the river. Archaeologists say these cannons likely came from 
British ships during the American Revolution. In 1779, the British 
controlled Savannah. American colonists worked with the French 
to take back the city. When the British saw French ships coming, 
they sank their own ships in the river to block passage. Research-
ers say these cannons might have come from those ships. 
One question remains: Who owns the cannons now? 
The United States or Britain? It’s unclear. 
But both sides agree the artifacts belong 
in the Savannah 
History Museum.

the Great Green Wall on 
the coast of the Atlantic 
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MEXICO: Defending the 
Disappeared Rosario Ibarra 
died this April at age 95. This Mexican 
woman spent her life � ghting for 
human rights. Years ago, her son 
belonged to a dangerous communist 
group. Authorities accused him of 
killing a police o�  cer. But he didn’t go 
to jail. He didn’t receive a trial. Instead, 
he simply disappeared. Nearly 100,000 
Mexican people have vanished similarly. 
But where did they go, and who took 
them? Many believe the Mexican 
government made these people 
“disappear” for political reasons. Some 
even say the government works with 
crime organizations to make oppo-
nents vanish. Ibarra spent her life 
seeking the truth about her son and 
other disappeared people. She founded 
the Eureka Committee, urging the 
government to tell the truth. She spoke 
to the Mexican senate. She even ran for 
president. Her son still has not been 
found—but her mission lives on.

PERU: The Common Pot In the book of Acts, 
believers gathered and shared all that they had in common to 
meet one another’s needs. A community in Ciudad de Gosen, 
Peru, is living similarly. The area su� ers from extreme food 
insecurity. Each day, neighbors gather to cook up a “common pot” of 
food. The shared pots got their start during the pandemic. Now people 
continue the group meal due to rising food, fuel, and fertilizer costs. 
What goes in? Neighbors track down the cheapest food in the markets: 
cow bones, rice, potatoes. One pot held $16 worth of purchases. It fed 70 
people. About 10 million poor Peruvians live on just $3 per day.

Researchers discuss the 
recently discovered cannons.
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RUSSIA: Life in Wartime In February, Russia 
invaded Ukraine. Now the war has come to Russia—but not with 
guns and tanks. Russia’s actions haven’t hurt only Ukraine. They’ve 
also hurt the Russian people. To put pressure on Russia’s leaders, 
other nations imposed economic penalties called sanctions. But 
ordinary Russian citizens feel the squeeze. Stores closed. 
Restaurants shut down. Full-time jobs have gone part-time. Many 
Russians don’t even learn what’s really happening in Ukraine. 
Russia makes it illegal for journalists to tell the whole truth about 
the war. The Russian government controls almost all of the 
nation’s news. If Russia’s leaders don’t stop the war, Russian life 
could get even harder. Will they choose wisdom in time?

The western edge of 
the Great Green Wall on 
the coast of the Atlantic 

Ocean in Senegal

SRI LANKA: Schools, 
Businesses Close amid 
Fuel Shortage School’s 
out! But it’s not for summer. In May, 
Sri Lankan authorities closed 
schools and asked public o�  cials 
not to come to work for a time. It 
was a desperate move to address an 
acute fuel shortage amid the island 
nation’s worst economic crisis in 
decades. The temporary shutdown 
was implemented as thousands of 
people waited in queues at fuel 
stations—some for days at a time. 
Sri Lanka almost completely ran 
out of gasoline and was critically 
low on other fuels as well. The 
government has struggled to � nd 
money to pay for importing fuel, 
gas, and other essentials as the 
nation teeters on the brink of 
bankruptcy. Violence breaks out in 
some areas as residents � ght over 
basic necessities. Power stations 
cut energy for up to four hours per 
day to conserve. And protesters 
demand that Sri Lankan president 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa resign in the 
face of the crisis.
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AFRICA’S SAHEL REGION: Green Wall Stalls
It was going to be great. It was going to be green. But now, is Africa’s Great 
Green Wall going to be at all? The Sahara Desert is growing. Plants die. Soil 
blows away. Healthy land for farming becomes scarcer. People decided: We 
have to stop the desert. They planned to build a 4,970-mile-long forest through 
11 nations across Africa. Such a forest would bring life back to the landscape. 
Over the last 15 years, 9.9 million acres of forest have been established. That’s 
just a tiny percentage of how much is needed. And now the wall has . . . hit a 
wall. Unstable governments, terrorism, food insecurity: Huge problems in the 
region leave the wall project disorganized, and tree planters don’t have funds to 
complete the work. Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Sudan hurry to help, producing billions 
of seedlings and employing many to plant them. Will these e� orts be enough?

Empty 
shelves in a 

supermarket 
in Moscow

A Buddhist 
monk protests 
in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka.
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Jai alai (hi uh lie), called the world’s fastest ball sport, has 
been waning for decades. Gone are the days of 10,000 

fans packed into a grandstand watching players wearing 
hand-baskets sling and catch balls. But when you’re down, 
supporters say, the only direction to go is up.

Jai alai means “merry festival” in Basque. The game 
originated in the Basque Country, an area straddling Spain 
and France. Players strap long, curved wicker baskets, called 
cestas, to their wrists. They use their cestas to whip a ball at 
one of three walls, catch it, and hurl it again until someone 
misses or throws out of bounds. Goatskin balls, called 
pelotas, are smaller than baseballs but harder than golf balls 
and can travel at speeds of up to 150 miles per hour.

Planners of the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair built the � rst 
jai alai fronton (court) in the United States. In its U.S. heyday 
during the 1970s and ’80s, frontons � ourished throughout 
the country. But the game was most popular in Miami. 
Professional frontons there boasted big name celebrities and 
sold-out crowds.

Jai alai’s decline began during a 1988-1991 players’ strike. 
By strike’s end, fans had migrated to other sports, including 
south Florida’s newly arrived pro baseball, basketball, and 
hockey teams. The sport struggles to retain a fan base.

Now a group of committed devotees at Miami’s Magic City 
Casino is working to save jai alai. Magic City is the last place 
in the country where jai alai is played as a professional sport.

After Tanard Davis’ NFL career � zzled, he began playing 
jai alai. He’s grateful to don a uniform again. But he’s realistic 
about being an elite player. “I don’t stand a chance in the long 
run,” he says.

To reach a new audience, Magic City tweaked the game 
with a shorter court, a bouncier pelota, and a plexiglass wall 
instead of granite.

“We’re pretty con� dent there’s a future,” says Scott 
Savin, Magic City’s chief operating o�  cer.

Chris Bueno recently tried jai alai at age 27. Now he plays 
at Magic City. “Everyone loves jai alai,” he says, quoting his 
dad, a former player. “Some people just don’t know it yet.”
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POP! SMART

WHY?
God’s plans for His 

people include exercise, 
entertainment, and 

enjoyment. But 
Christians should 

always ask whether 
such pursuits will edify 

them, show love to 
others, and glorify 
God. (1 Corinthians 

10:23-24, 31) Prioritiz-
ing commendable 

activities over merely 
allowable ones helps 
Christians to follow 
Jesus above all else.

cestapelota cestapelota

POP! SMART
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Are you addicted to bad 
news?

That might sound 
strange. After all, who likes 
bad news? But over the last 
two years, a new obsession 
has crept into culture. It’s 
so widespread that the 
Oxford English Dictionary 
named it the 2020 word of 
the year: doomscrolling.

At the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic, bad 
news abounded. It seemed 
like something else went 
wrong every day. The virus 
spread. Restrictions 
increased. Political 
tensions grew. People 
wanted the latest updates 
(or to vociferously join in 
the latest argument). So 
they grabbed their phones 
and started scrolling.

And scrolling. And 
scrolling.

“Doomscrolling” means 
spending too much time 

scrolling through bad 
news online. Once you start 
reading bad news, it can be 
hard to stop. Social media 
makes news updates 
almost instant, and social 
media platforms are 
designed to keep users 
fi xated on those screens. 
For many, doomscrolling 
has become part of the 
daily routine.

But for some, it’s more 
than that. Doomscrolling 
can turn into an addiction. 
According to experts who 
study brain chemistry, 
refreshing your feed can 
have the same brain e� ect 
as gambling in a casino. 
(Pull that lever! Spin that 
wheel! Roll those dice just 
one more time!)

Over the last century, 
news has grown available 
faster and faster. People 
once learned the news from 
newspapers. A whole day 

or more 
might pass 

before you heard 
about the latest disaster. 

The fi rst news broadcast 
hit radio waves in 1920, and 
television soon followed. 
Then CNN introduced the 
fi rst all-day news channel 
in 1980. Suddenly, viewers 
could tune in to the news at 
any time of day.

Fast forward to 2022. 
We have the internet in 
our backpacks or back 
pockets, updating in real 
time every second. Bad 
news has never been 
more available.

Why do we doom-
scroll in the fi rst place? 
A study from the Univer-
sity of Florida suggests 

it’s related to anxiety and 
fear of missing out. (This 

condition has earned its 
own slang acronym: 
FOMO.) No one wants to be 
the last to know the latest!

Doomscrolling can also 
stem from a healthy desire 
to empathize. We want to 
know what’s going on 
because we care. But 
consuming too much bad 
news helps nobody—it only 
hurts ourselves.

The Bible tells us not to 
be anxious about anything. 
It shouldn’t surprise us to 
see bad news scrolling 
across our screens. We live 
in a world sick with sin. But 
we also know a God who 
holds the whole world in 
His hands.
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WHY?
Bad news can become an addiction, 
and technology can make it worse. 

It helps to become aware of our habits 
and their root causes. When we trust 

God, we don’t need to feel anxious 
about the world.
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Subs or dubs?
If you understand 

that question, you’re 
probably a fan of anime. 
This Japanese animation 
style has caught on across 
the globe. But just how 
popular has anime grown?

Streaming giant Netflix 
doesn’t often share viewer 
statistics with the public. 
But the company recently 
announced that half its 
subscribers watch anime. 
That’s about 111 million 
people.

So Netflix plans to 
expand its anime offerings. 
It will release 40 new 
anime shows—and that’s 
not counting new seasons 
of the shows Netflix 
already makes.

Netflix is tapping into a 
growing cultural trend. 

Over the last decade, 
anime’s popularity has 
exploded. To watch anime, 
fans used to hunt down 
physical DVDs or visit 
clunky websites. But today, 
streaming services like 
Netflix and Crunchyroll 
make it easy to find 
animated movies and 
shows from Japan. One no 
longer needs to search for 
anime to find it. It already 
pops up on the home 
screens of most favorite 
streaming apps. Non- 
Japanese-speaking viewers 
can watch with subtitles 
(“subs”) or with re-record-
ed, overdubbed dialogue 
(“dubs”).

But what is anime? And 
how does this Japanese 
animation style differ from 
American cartoons?

In Western 
 countries like America, 
people usually think 
animation is just for 

families or kids. After all, 
the first full-length 
animated film to hit 
theaters was Disney’s Snow 
White and The Seven Dwarfs 
in 1937. Snow White’s 
influence came to Japan 
eight years later, during 
World War II. Japan and 
America were enemies 
then. The first Japanese 
animated film—Momotaro, 
Sacred Sailors—was a 
propaganda movie made by 
Japan’s navy.

America continued 
making animated movies 
for children. But in Japan, 
the medium evolved. 
Japanese artists and 
filmmakers used anime to 
tell all sorts of stories—sto-
ries for children, stories for 
grownups, science fiction, 
fantasy, romance, and 

more. So viewer beware: 
One must ascertain 
anime’s intentions—and 
some of its content—with 
care. Just because it’s 
animated doesn’t mean it’s 
for kids! Japan treats 
animated media the same 
way Western culture treats 
live-action media.

Like all artforms, 
anime offers a mixed bag. 
Some anime can remind us 
of God’s beauty and show 
us the value of virtue. 
Other anime might instead 
celebrate violence and evil. 
Fans need to use wisdom 
and discernment when 
choosing what to watch. 

But for the growing 
number of viewers outside 
Japan, anime provides a 
window to experience and 
appreciate another culture. 
Audiences accustomed to 
Hollywood cartoons can 
find unfamiliar and 
exciting stories.
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WHY? Foreign art forms 
like anime offer a 

peek into other cultures, but 
we always need to use godly 
wisdom when choosing what 

media to consume.

8
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3, 2, 1, GO!
Tall, lean dogs run with all 

their might around a track in 
Dubuque, Iowa. Fans cheer, and 
betters wait eagerly to see if their 
favorite greyhound wins. But under-
neath their enthusiasm lies a sobering 
knowledge: Their sport is almost 
extinct, and this track is about to close. 

Greyhound racing reached its 
peak back in the 1980s, when racing 
buffs streamed to more than 50 tracks 
across 19 states. Support for the sport 
has been sliding ever since—especial-
ly since people started investigating 
the welfare of dogs used in the races.

What’s best for these speedy and 
energetic hounds? 

Animal advocates claim that some 
dog racers keep their dogs cooped up 
when they’re not running, use drugs 
to increase their speed, and even kill 
dogs that don’t run fast enough. 
Besides, the racing life means 
continuous risk of dog injury.

But greyhounds love to run, 
supporters argue. Plus, people love to 
keep retired racing dogs as pets, and 
some trainers treat racing greyhounds 
“like kings and queens.”

But many tracks have already 
closed. After the Dubuque track 

shutters, only two West Virginia 
tracks will remain.

“Do I think the industry is dying? 
Yes,” says Gwyneth Anne Thayer, 
who wrote a history of greyhound 
racing. But “it’s happening way faster 
than I thought it would.”

Peggy Janiszewski and her friend 
Robin Hannan have for years been 
driving about three hours to Dubuque 
to watch the racing. Some people use 
the races for gambling. These friends 
typically bet only a few dollars on 
each race. They’re more interested in 
watching the lithe dogs than count-
ing winnings.

“They’re beautiful,” says Janis-
zewski. “Like works of art.”

People started racing greyhounds 
in the United States around the 1920s 
when they had just invented the 

mechanical lure—typically a stuffed 
bone or stuffed animal that swiftly 
clatters around the track ahead of the 
dogs to attract them. The sport 
became an accepted part of American 
life and at times even surpassed horse 
racing in popularity.

Greyhounds still whip around 
tracks in Australia, Great Britain, 
Ireland, Mexico, and Vietnam. But 
observers are starting to object to the 
practice in those nations too. 

Closing tracks has an upside for 
some dog-lovers: more available 
canines for pets. But if bringing one of 
these majestic mammals home after 
its racing career, bear in mind: It 
might never have learned regular 
doggie skills. Running? Yes. Sitting or 
climbing stairs? Maybe not.

Greyhounds compete 
in Dubuque, Iowa.
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WHY? God 
gave 

humans dominion 
over creation. That 
means they have 
the privilege and 
responsibility  
to care for it— 
greyhounds 
included.
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Ever since Russia invaded his 
country, Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
encouraged his people to fi ght. 
But in early March, a new video 
of Zelenskyy appeared on social 
media. He had a shocking new 
message. 

He was telling his people to 
put down their weapons and 
surrender.

But wait a minute. Something 
seemed . . . wrong. The presi-
dent’s accent sounded o� . His 
head looked strange.

This wasn’t a video of 
President Zelenskyy at all. This 
was a Russian deepfake.

Social media platforms 
quickly removed the deceptive 
video. But people had already 
shared it and commented on it. 
The video had even made it to 
Ukrainian TV.

Such realistic fakeries used to 
take whole Hollywood studios to 
produce. But now almost anyone 
can create them from home with 
the power of artifi cial intelligence. 

Want to make a video of your 
friend look like it actually 
features Donald Trump? Don’t 
painstakingly animate every frame. 
Just download a deepfake app. Start 
by feeding the program sample videos 
of the person you want to copy. The 
more footage you have, the more the 
program can learn. The program uses 
these samples to build a face map. You 
can apply that face to any video of any 
person—as long you have the patience 
to wait for all that data to process!

Some artists use this technology for 
entertainment. The popular Star Wars
franchise has used deepfakes to bring 
a young Luke Skywalker back to the 
screen. Content creators on YouTube 
use deepfakes to imagine other actors 
in their favorite movie roles.

But many fear the dangers of this 
technology—with good reason. Russia 
used a deepfake of the Ukrainian 
leader to try to win a war. Deepfake 

creators could make fake videos of 
politicians to infl uence elections. And 
if you get caught on camera doing 
something bad, you can just say, “It 
was a deepfake!”

The Bible tells us to put away 
falsehood and speak the truth. When 
companies like Disney use deepfakes 
to bring back old characters, everyone 
knows it’s just an actor on a screen. 
But when deepfake creators use the 
technology to tell lies about other 
people, that’s slander—and it’s a sin. 
God hates slander so much that He 
says that one who slanders a neighbor 
deserves destruction. (Psalm 101:5)

Experts worry the line between 
true and false will be blurred forever. 

If we can’t trust videos, 
what can we trust?

The answer, of 
course, is that we can 
trust the God of truth. 
Because He’s stronger 
than any lie—even 
deepfakes.

WHY? New technologies 
like deepfakes can 

open exciting possibilities. They 
also can be used for evil. But 

when truth is in doubt, we 
can trust the God of truth.

The President Zelenskyy deepfake video 
(top left) was created by Russia. Facebook 
created this deepfake (bottom right) in an 
e� ort to better understand the technology 
and then develop tools to detect deepfakes 
and remove them.
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The m
odel used to create the deepfake

Luke Skywalker was 
deepfaked into an 

episode of The 
Mandalorian.

to wait for all that data to process!

Luke Skywalker was 
deepfaked into an 

episode of The 
Mandalorian.

LAW ’N ORDER
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Goodbye darkness, hello sunshine! 
Lawmakers could soon make 

daylight saving time permanent in the 
United States. The Sunshine Protec-
tion Act might protect sunshine. But 
according to Jewish Americans, it 
doesn’t protect religious liberty.

Benjamin Franklin � rst suggested 
an idea similar to daylight saving time 
in 1784. Americans didn’t start “falling 
back” and “springing forward” until 
1918. But the time change can cause 
confusion. On winter days, darkness 
comes early, making the whole day feel 
shorter. Some people experience 
“seasonal depression” in those months 
when work and school prevent them 
from experiencing natural sunlight.

The Sunshine Protection Act 
passed the U.S. Senate on March 15. If 
passed by the House as well, this act 
would extend daylight saving time to 
the whole year. No more confusing 
clock changes. Sunrise would come a 
bit later, but Americans would enjoy 
more hours of sunshine after work 
and school. America rejoiced!

Right?
Well, not all of America rejoiced. 

Jewish people say that all-year daylight 
saving would impede morning prayers.

According to Jewish law, morning 
prayers must happen after sunrise. 
The morning prayer service, called 
“Shacharit,” can last 30 to 40 minutes. 
After that, many Jewish people still 
need to get to work or school.

But permanent daylight saving 
would shorten the time between 
sunrise and work hours. In some 
places, sunrise would occur after 8 
a.m. for 131 days of the year. Some 
days, the Sun might not rise until 9 a.m.

In modern times, we think of the 
day in terms of hours on a clock. But 
Shacharit dates back to the time of 
Abraham, when people thought of the 
day in terms of sunset and sunrise. 
Jewish rules don’t � t modern ways of 
thinking about time.

Many Jewish people already 
experience this tension with the 
Jewish Sabbath, called 
Shabbat. They observe 
Shabbat on Saturday, 
but it begins at sunset 
Friday evening. 
Employers know 
that Jewish 
employees need 
to leave early on 
Friday if the Sun 
sets before work 
hours end. 

But what 
about arriving late 
every morning 
because of prayer? 
Many Jewish people 
worry that would be 
too much.

Christians believe in 
constant prayer. (1 
 Thessalonians 5:17) We 

worship God anywhere at any time—in 
Spirit and in truth. But we should care 
when laws a� ect other religious 
groups, even if those laws don’t 
appear to trouble us. If lawmakers can 
make it harder for Jewish people to 
attend Shacharit, couldn’t they 
someday make it harder for Christians 
to attend Sunday worship?

For now, Jewish Americans plan to 
� ght the Sunshine Protection Act.
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The m
odel used to create the deepfake

WHY? Laws that seem 
good can have 

unintended consequences for 
religious liberty. When laws 
impair religious freedom for one 
group, they could also impact 
religious freedom for everyone.

Rabbi Haim Ovadia 
holds a Torah scroll 

up as he performs 
morning prayers 

at his home in 
Potomac, 

Maryland.
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The global pandemic introduced millions to the 
concept of working remotely. This “new normal” 

allows workers a new opportunity: relocating without 
changing jobs. The trend has cities o� ering incentives 
to recruit new residents.

For many industries, remote work is possible—and 
lots of employees decided they liked the new set-up. 
Even post-pandemic, nearly half of workers surveyed 
by Owl Labs say they’d change jobs if they had to head 
back to the o�  ce.

To serve the work-from-wherever trend, businesses 
have emerged that match remote workers with new 
locales.

Christie Luther Hurst is VP of Marketing and PR for 
MakeMyMove. The company slogan is “Do What You 
Love from a Place That You Love.” The company exists 
“to help cities and towns across the country recruit 
remote workers,” she says. Her team helps “new cities 
to design their own recruitment programs.” Today, 
MakeMyMove’s website features more than 60 
communities, all vying for new inhabitants.

On the site, would-be relocators can shop by 
o� er, community, or amenity (feature). Cash 
deals vary widely and may include funds for 
moving expenses, homeownership, free or 
discounted co-working space, professional 
development, tax credits, gym memberships, 
sports tickets, and more.

The pandemic found Anela Malik and 
Ahmed Zuhairy stuck inside a cramped 
 apartment in Washington, D.C. They relocated 
to northwest Arkansas thanks to a $10,000 cash 
bonus for their move.

“It o� ered us a chance to move and get a 
fresh start without going into debt,” says Malik.

New beginnings are a gift from the Creator. 
His reminders of renewal are everywhere: 
seasons, tides, sunrises, babies. Happily, God’s 
mercy renews too—“new every morning.” 
(Lamentations 3:22-23)

But unlike God’s free gifts, many communities 
have strings attached to their incentives. They 
might require a minimum residency time, a 
specifi c size of home to be built, or other 
commitment to the community. Most require 

that, yes, you already have a job.
Some perks are unique. In Greensburg, Indiana, 

organizers o� er gratis “Grandparents on Demand” 
services—for babysitting and school Grandparent Days 
appearances. West Lafayette, Indiana, o� ers complimen-
tary meals at Purdue University. A move to Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, could earn you free martial arts classes.

Hurst explains, “Remote workers are demanding a 
better quality of life—a� ordability and deeper connec-
tions to their community.”

As the success of relocation programs grows, more 
places are signing on. “We’re talking with new cities 
and towns every day about creating new remote worker 
relocation programs,” says Hurst. She hopes to expand 
internationally.

For now, anyone looking to cut costs, savor new 
experiences, or simply start over might consider the 
benefi ts of going remote.

WHY? In a world looking for 
 excitement, ease, and “the  

next big thing,” our faithful God promises 
believers His unwavering love, faithful 

provision, and unending mercies.

sports tickets, and more.

WHY? In a world looking for 
 excitement, ease, and “the  

next big thing,” our faithful God promises 
believers His unwavering love, faithful 

provision, and unending mercies.
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High school students usually ask 
two urgent questions. What career 

path to take? What college to attend? 
Most will choose four-year 

colleges for a bachelor’s degree. Plan 
on that standard college model if you 
want to be a doctor, teacher, engineer, 
lawyer, or counselor.

But if you’re going that route, 
count the cost. The investment to 
attend college has escalated. The 
average annual cost of American 
private college is over $38,000. The 
average for attending an in-state public 
institution exceeds $10,000 per year. 
Students often borrow money to cover 
expenses. These loans must be paid 
after graduation—many with interest.

The typical American college 
graduate enters the workforce earning 
about $55,000—with an average loan 
debt of just over $28,000. 

A 2019 study of 2,200 adults found 
most took 18.5 years to pay off their 
student loans. You might be close to 40 
before you’re free of your college debt! 

But that’s not the only option.
It’s wise to consider your gifts and 

the needs of those around you. Do you 

enjoy working with your hands? Do 
you like to fix appliances or gadgets 
that break? Many needed service 
careers require only an associate 
degree. Others involve pursuing 
 certification or an apprenticeship. 

The average in-state tuition and 
fees at two-year community colleges 
for 2019-2020 were about $6,000 less 
than in-state public four-year colleges! 
In 2018, 59% of two-year college 
graduates finished with no debt.  

Mike Rowe hosts the Discovery 
Channel’s series Dirty Jobs. He spoke 
before Congress in 2017 about the 
lack of workers for trades jobs. Think 
plumber, HVAC inspector, construc-
tion worker, electrician, welder, 
landscaper, dental hygienist, ultra-
sonographer . . . Rowe noted that trade 
jobs are often unfairly described as 
second-rate options. People assume 
these jobs are unsatisfying and 
ill-paying. But economies badly need 
skilled workers. Trade jobs can be 
enjoyable and pay the bills!

One fast-growing trade job is wind 
turbine tech. These technicians make 
about $56,000 per year. Occupational 
therapy assistants train two to three 
years. On average, they earn over 
$61,000 annually. Electricians usually 
learn through apprenticeship. Most 
make around $56,000. A radiographer 
(X-ray technician) earns about 
$57,000 per year with a two-year 
degree, and a more specialized 
radiation therapist can garner 
$110,000 or more per year!

The Mike Rowe Works Foundation 
is giving away $1 million this year to 
students who want to attend approved 
trade programs. The website claims, 
“There are more than seven million 
jobs available across the country, the 
majority of which don’t require a 
four-year degree.” 

Might you save money, avoid debt, 
and use your God-given talents to 
serve others without a university 
diploma?

Wind turbine 
technicians get to 

work and (probably) 
enjoy the view.
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WHY? The world needs 
hardworking, godly 

people in every kind of job. 
Skilled laborers serve a needed 
and valuable purpose—often 
without incurring a debt burden.
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After more than 50 years of banning nearly 
all private enterprise in Cuba, businesses 

there have reached a milestone. Individuals 
can now legally own companies and exhibit 
their wares—some for the fi rst time ever.

In 1968, the Soviet-style socialist Cuban 
government took over all private businesses. Many were 
closed down completely.

Since the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, Cuba’s 
political system and economy have struggled. Cuba has 
tried to attract foreign investors and expand tourism, 
despite strict U.S. trade and travel bans. But the country’s 
government-regulated production remained dismal. Store 
shelves are sparsely stocked. Even basic supplies are 
meager.

In the early years after the collapse, dictator Fidel 
Castro’s government grudgingly began allowing small-

scale individual private businesses. But it quickly quashed 
the surge amid complaints about relatively rich people. A 
socialist system prizes equality over wealth for all but a 

ruling few.
With the country’s economy still struggling, 
Castro’s brother and successor, Raúl Castro, 

once again opened the door to private 
businesses in 2010.

More change followed. A new policy 
took e� ect in September 2021. The 

economy was slammed by short-
ages, pandemic restrictions, and a 

re-tightened U.S. embargo. The change allows companies 
to employ up to 100 people. Before, businesses could hire 
only family members or a few outsiders. The new policy 
also allows for formal fi nancing and doing business with 
state organizations.

Within six months, 2,614 of these new “limited respon-
sibility societies” registered in Cuba. Of those, 2,523 are 
private companies.

This spring, visitors strolled among booths at a Havana 
convention center. Businesses displayed products ranging 
from furniture and clothing to glassware and chocolates.

“We’re experiencing something without precedent, at 
least for our generation,” says César Santos. His company 
o� ers electrical installations. “We are seeing other 
businesses that we didn’t even know existed.”

Restrictions continue, however. The government insists 
the state will remain the dominant force in the economy. 
Occupations like journalism are out. Business cannot o� er 
services such as architecture, medicine, or law. And 
banking, import, and export red tape are still complicated.

O�  cials hope conventions like the one in Havana help 
entrepreneurs make contacts to improve company success. 
For example, a woodworking company found a nail 
manufacturer.

Many convention participants were young. That’s 
noteworthy. The island nation has lost many young people 
through emigration. “The migratory crisis we’re experi-
encing currently is really sad,” Santos says. He has no plans 
for leaving. “We are seeing opportunities arising through 
this private enterprise [policy]. . . . I prefer 
to bet on building my business in the 
country where I am.”

ruling few.
With the country’s economy still struggling, 
Castro’s brother and successor, Raúl Castro, 

once again opened the door to private 
businesses in 2010.

More change followed. A new policy 
took e� ect in September 2021. The 

economy was slammed by short-
ages, pandemic restrictions, and a 
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Raul Castro (left) and Fidel Castro in 1964

Even eateries have been state-owned 
and government-subsidized. 
Now many will operate legally 
as small, private businesses.

WHY? The Bible says that working 
is good. All good earthly 

work has an eternal purpose. “For what 
does it pro� t a man to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36)

Cuba
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For hundreds of years, gas-powered lamps have bathed 
parts of London in a glow reminiscent of a Dickens 

novel. Now the city’s iconic gas-powered lamps are 
endangered, and fans of the shining beacons are rallying to 
save them.

Luke Honey is co-founder of the London Gasketeers. 
His group seeks to protect the last of the gas lamps. He 
says London became “one of the fi rst cities in the world to 
have gas lamps in 1807.” He views the beacons as part of a 
rich heritage.

“Gas lamps are . . . part of what people who come to 
London look for,” he says. “They deserve to be saved.”

But Westminster City Council has begun replacing the 
gas lights with replica LED versions.

On Cecil Court, a Victorian-era cobblestone street, 
antiquarian bookseller Tim Bryars saw workers inspecting 
a gas lamp outside his shop. “They were just testing to see 

how easy it was going to be to convert the 
lamp to electricity,” he says. But “alarm bells 
started ringing.”

Bryars knows that switching the lights to 
LED might be easier. But he calls the gas 
lamps “part of [Cecil Court’s] charm.” Plus, he 
believes gas lamps bring in business.

The city council says, “200-year-old 
fi ttings are increasingly di�  cult to maintain as 
spare parts are di�  cult to come by.” They also 
cite some safety and environmental concerns 
about gas.

But campaigners argue that manufacturing 
new LED lights and digging up streets to 
connect them negates any environmental 
benefi t they have over the gas originals.

According to Honey, “The emissions that 
come out of gas lamps are extremely small”—
less than a restaurant patio heater.

A team of “lamp attendants” maintains 
about 1,000 gas street lamps across London, 
including some 270 in the Westminster area. 
About half need to be wound every two weeks 
according to area manager Joe Fuller.

But Fuller says the lamps are robust. Most 
damage happens due to storms, vehicle 
collisions, and other 
accidents. And he says 
spare lamp parts 
aren’t hard to fi nd.

“We’ve got spare 
parts galore for these 
lamps,” he explains. 
“We’ve also got 
manufacturers that 
we use that still make 
the parts today.” 

City Council has 
agreed to pause 

replacements while it consults 
residents and local groups.

Honey is optimistic the 
remaining gas lamps can be saved.

“It’s a question of working with 
the council now to explain to them 

why these lamps are 
so important,” he says. “They are an 

important part of London’s historical 
culture and our industrial culture.”
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WHY? The Bible dedicates whole books 
to history, so it’s clear that history 

and heritage are important to God. Progress 
and invention are good, but so is developing an 
appreciation for many things of the past!

A lamp lighter 
tends to a gas 
lamp outside  
Westminster 

Abbey, London.

WHY?
and heritage are important to God. Progress 
and invention are good, but so is developing an 
appreciation for many things of the past!

A woman repairs 
a storefront lamp.

Cuba

why these lamps are 

“We’ve got spare 
parts galore for these 
lamps,” he explains. 
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In desert cities along the U.S.-
Mexico border, thousands of 

migrant families hunker in shelters. 
Access to education is a challenge. 

So area religious 
shelters are 
stepping up to 
help.

In Ciudad 
Juárez, just over 
the border from 
El Paso, Texas, 

the Mexican government operates 
just two of more than a dozen 
migrant shelters. Protestant and 
Catholic church groups run most 
others. Those ministries have 
developed a network o� ering shelter, 
food, clothes, and other essentials.

Religious leaders and volunteers 
recognize schooling as crucial to 
young migrants’ futures. They 
partner with educators to either bus 
children to schools or bring teachers 
to the students.

The programs aren’t openly 
religious. Yet most agree that faith 
clearly motivates these educators and 
their projects—examples of how 

Jesus would have them love their 
neighbors as themselves.

Casa Kolping is one such border 
school in Ciudad Juárez. Teacher 
Teresa Almada runs Casa Kolping 
through a local organization funded 
decades ago by Catholic laypeople. 
“[The children] get integrated in the 
educational system so they can keep 
gaining confi dence,” she says.

Faith-run programs provide 
secure transportation, as does Casa 
Kolping, or bring instructors directly 
to the migrants. That’s the case of 
another shelter, Buen Samaritano, 
Spanish for “Good Samaritan,” run by 
a Methodist pastor and his wife.

About three dozen children from 
two religious-run shelters attend 
Casa Kolping. Victor Rodas is one of 
them. The 12-year-old has an advan-
tage over many others who, fl eeing 
poverty and violence, lose months or 
even years of schooling on their 
journeys.

Instructors must catch students 
up who arrive unable to read or write. 
“We are faced with all kinds of falling 
behind,” says teacher Yolanda Garcia.

Victor’s oldest sister, Katherine 
Rodas, fl ed death threats in Hondu-
ras. She brought along Victor and two 
other siblings she raised after their 
mother died. Fearful of gangs, Rodas 
and her husband never leave their 
Catholic-run shelter. But she wanted 
her siblings bused to Casa Kolping 
for classes.

“They say the teacher always takes 
good care of them, plays with them,” 
Rodas says. “They feel safe there.”

Like most migrants in these 
border towns, Victor hopes someday 
to cross into the United States. He 
imagines schools there will be “big, 

well-cared 
for”—and help him 
reach his goal of 
becoming an 
architect. He 
already practices 
drawing detailed 
houses when he 
can fi nd paper.

Norma Pimen-
tel works with 
Catholic Charities 
in South Texas. 
Her shelters accept 
anywhere from 
400-800 migrants 
per day, mostly 
parents and 
children. “They’re 
human beings,” 
she says. “They’re 
here in my 
community, and 
they need help.”

PRAY for migrants 
and immigrants 

seeking refuge from 
persecution and/or 

a better life for 
themselves and 

their families.

Migrant kids 
participate 

at Casa 
Kolping.
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Church-Run 
Border Shelters

WHY? Giving aid and shelter to others is both loving them and enacting an aspect of the 

“Golden Rule” of Matthew 7:12: “Whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.”
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for migrants 
and immigrants 

seeking refuge from 
persecution and/or 

a better life for 
themselves and 

their families.

While other kids his age were 
wrapping up their middle school 

years and looking forward to summer 
camp, Elliott Tanner was graduating 
from the University of Minnesota. In 
May, at age 13, he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in physics with a minor in math. 
In the fall, he’ll return to the university 
to start his doctoral degree.  

Elliott’s stunning intellect was 
evident early on. By age two, he knew 
the alphabet. “And then he learned 
it in Swedish right after that,” his 
father says.

At age three, Elliott carried around 
magnetic numbers instead of stu� ed 
animals. He would spread them out on 
his play rug and add. 

While other � ve-year-olds were 
talking about superheroes, Elliott was 
memorizing the periodic table—includ-
ing the weights and atomic masses of 
every element. 

After one year in kindergarten, 
Elliott’s parents started homeschool-
ing. They couldn’t keep up with him. 
“He was done with algebra in a month 
and done with geometry in two weeks,” 
his mom says.

He frequently chose to spend 
birthday money on books instead of 
toys or games. His bedroom became 
packed with textbooks, which he read 
with lightning speed. 

Elliott was classi� ed as “profoundly 
gifted” on an IQ test at age six. His 
family believes genetics plays a role. 
His mom considers his father a musical 
genius. And Elliott’s paternal grandfa-
ther is a “super-smart” civil engineer 
who taught himself six languages. 

By age nine, Elliott became a 
full-time student at Normandale 
Community College. Fellow students 
were initially shocked to see him in 
their classes. But they quickly adjusted. 

Elliott rolled with it, “For me, it was 
just normal. Everyone was really kind 
to me.” 

Elliott hopes to earn his doctorate 
(Ph.D.) in � ve or six years. His long-
term goal is to stay at the university 
and become a physics professor. He is 
eager to share the “joy of physics.” 

Both his parents are self-employed. 
His mom is a photographer, and his dad 
is a musician. They didn’t plan on having 
to save for his college fund so soon.

No � nancial aid was o� ered by the 
university. The Tanners expect the 
doctoral program to cost close to 
$90,000. Thanks to generous dona-
tions to a GoFundMe page, Elliott now 
has his � rst two years covered.  

While Elliott is famous for his 
incredible mind, his mom notes that his 
kindness is essential to his character. 
“He inspires us to be better people 
every day.”
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WHY? Like Elliott, each of us has distinct 
gifts given to us by God. All are 
remarkable! May God use your 

gifts for your good and 
the bene� t of 

others.

Elliott is 
starting his 

doctoral 
degree at 

age 13.
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were initially shocked to see him in 
their classes. But they quickly adjusted. 

“He inspires us to be better people 
every day.”
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America is facing an athletics crisis. 
Fewer people want to o�  ciate 

youth sports. With taunts, threats, 
and even violence from out-of-control 
parents on the rise, o�  cials simply 
aren’t game for calling games.

“This is a nightmare across all 
sports,” says Dana Pappas, an o�  cial 
with the National Federation of State 
High School Associations.

“Veterans are quitting by the 
droves,” says Kristi Moore. She 
oversees fast-pitch softball umpires 
for the state of Mississippi. “They’re 
three or four games in when some-
one [threatens them]. They’re like: 
‘You know what? I’ll go cut grass on 
the weekend.’”

The situation has become dire—
as Moore knows fi rsthand.

In the spring, she was umpiring a 
softball game. Moore called a runner 
safe. One parent thought the runner 
was out and began screaming, accord-
ing to Moore, and “accused me of 
cheating these kids.”

Moore ordered the woman to leave 
or her team would forfeit. The enraged 
woman vowed to settle things later.

Moore wasn’t fazed. She’d 
endured similar threats during her 10 
years as a youth umpire. But after the 

game, the woman was waiting.
“I was maybe three steps 

o�  the fi eld,” Moore recalls. 
“That’s when she punched me.”

Moore’s injuries include a black 
eye, nerve damage, and a bruise 
inside her ear. Moore hasn’t been 
back on the fi eld since. Police arrested 
the assailant. But Moore isn’t sure 
she’ll ever return to the sport. “It’s 
just scary,” she says.

Barry Mano is president of the 
National Association of Sports 
O�  cials. He says abuse is a big 
problem for recruiting qualifi ed 
o�  cials to call children’s games. It’s 
sad because “without us,” Mano says, 
“it’s just recess.”

Major League Baseball umpire 
Ted Barrett speculates that the rise of 
travel teams in baseball, Amateur 
Athletic Union teams in basketball, 
and specialized camps for youth 
football has made parents more 

invested in their kids’ athletic 
careers, both fi nancially and 
 emotionally.

Parents feel like “they’re paying so 
much money,” Barrett says, “they 
think they should have better 
umpires.” It’s a not-so-subtle form of 

thinking of themselves more highly 
than they ought. (Romans 12:3)

In April, a gang of parents and 
players attacked a referee at a church 
gymnasium during a tournament. 
The referee required hospitalization.

Those actions revealed the 
attackers’ belief systems. Selfi sh 
pride overtook them: “I’m right; 
you’re wrong!” “You cheated me!” 
Their actions spoke loud and clear 
about whom they loved and what 
they believed.

Moore says, “My prayer is that 
moving forward, something good 
will come from this, and we begin to 

change across all sports in how we 
treat our o�  cials.”
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Moore’s 
     bruised 

          left eye

Take Me Out of 
the Ball Game

WHY? How we treat those 
around us re� ects not 

only on us but also on the God we 
claim to serve. Jesus commands 
us to love others—that 
includes parents, 
teachers, friends, 
and sports 
o�  cials.

only on us but also on the God we 
claim to serve. Jesus commands 
us to love others—that 
includes parents, 
teachers, friends, 
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Youth sports o�  cials are 
mistreated by players . . .

. . . and parents.
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WHY? Running the Christian race means continuing 
in dependence upon Christ’s perfect grace and 

daily renewing our faith in Him. The Christian’s ultimate 
wonder should be for the God who created and redeems 
the bodies and minds that can accomplish great feats.

Jacky Hunt-
Broersma

Guinness lists the men’s 
record for consecutive 
daily marathons as 59, 

set by Italy’s Enzo Caporaso.

When Jacky Hunt-Broersma says, “I can do hard 
things,” she means it. The amputee-athlete 

recently completed an epic quest: 104 marathons in 104 
days—running on a carbon-fi ber prosthesis.

The 46-year-old South Africa native lost her left leg 
below the knee to a rare cancer. She gained global 
attention and a large social media following after 
embarking on her world record attempt on January 17.

Every day since, Hunt-Broersma covered the 
26.2-mile marathon distance either on a loop course 
laid out near her home in Gilbert, Arizona, or on an 
indoor treadmill.

Hunt-Broersma’s original goal was to run 100 
marathons in 100 days. That mark meant she’d beat a 
record of 95 set in 2020 by Alyssa Amos Clark, a 
nondisabled runner from Vermont. Clark had run as a 
pandemic coping strategy. But last month, nondisabled 
British runner Kate Jayden uno�  cially broke Clark’s 
record with 101 marathons in 101 days. That’s when 
Hunt-Broersma realized she’d need to run at least 102.

Goal-setting is a worthwhile endeavor, especially 
when the goal involves godly pursuits. (Philippians 
3:14) Ultimately, Christian endurance is intended for 
persevering in faith and accomplishing God’s will. 
(Hebrews 10:36)

A scroll through Hunt-Broersma’s Instagram account 
reveals her humor, directness—and her impressive 
T-shirt collection. Among the shirt slogans she sported 
during her record running spree: “Having two legs is so 
last year” and “Running 4 those who can’t.”

The runner also writes frankly about fatigue, the 
temptation to quit, and losing a toenail. She even bragged 
on Day 76 that she’d “only lost one,” but then added, 
“amputee advantages .”

BrickRunners is an organization that supports 
athletes who raise money for charities. The company 
honored Hunt-Broersma with a LEGO-style character. 
The minifi gure sports a running blade, Arizona ball cap, 
and a T-shirt emblazoned with “Strong Has Many Forms.”

Guinness World Records will review documentation 
of Hunt-Broersma’s attempt before the record becomes 
o�  cial.

Along the way to her uno�  cial record, Hunt-Broers-
ma raised more than $192,000. The money will go to help 
fellow amputee blade runners purchase the expensive 
prostheses they need. Health insurance typically doesn’t 
cover the cost of the blades, which can exceed $10,000. 
She hopes her quest will inspire people everywhere to 
push themselves—regardless of physical limitations.

Following her 104th marathon, Hunt-
Broersma wrote that she’ll pursue “a new 
world record for most consecutive rest days.” 
But with drive like hers, it seems doubtful 

she’ll stay still for long.
Let us run with endurance the race that 

is set before us. — Hebrews 12:1

Following her 104th marathon, Hunt-
Broersma wrote that she’ll pursue “a new 
world record for most consecutive rest days.” 
But with drive like hers, it seems doubtful 

she’ll stay still for long.
Let us run with endurance the race that 

is set before us. — Hebrews 12:1
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The minifi gure sports a running blade, Arizona ball cap, 
and a T-shirt emblazoned with “Strong Has Many Forms.”

Guinness World Records will review documentation 
of Hunt-Broersma’s attempt before the record becomes 

Along the way to her uno�  cial record, Hunt-Broers-
ma raised more than $192,000. The money will go to help 
fellow amputee blade runners purchase the expensive 
prostheses they need. Health insurance typically doesn’t 
cover the cost of the blades, which can exceed $10,000. 
She hopes her quest will inspire people everywhere to 
push themselves—regardless of physical limitations.

Following her 104th marathon, Hunt-
Broersma wrote that she’ll pursue “a new 
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study reveals that Atlantic hurricanes 
may be getting help from . . . clean air. 
This surprising fresh air phenomenon 
could signal rough weather for the 
United States and Europe.

aerosols and hurricanes. A National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) study links changes in air 
pollution around the world to levels of 
storm activity. Speci� cally, the study 
connects a 
tion in Europe and the United States to 
an 
But why?

in the atmosphere. They can make 
breathing and seeing di�  cult. But not 
all aerosols involve hairspray and car 
exhaust. Some are natural parts of 
God’s creation, such as dust, sea salt, or U.S. infl ation is at a 40-year high. 

President Joe Biden wants to 
waive rules that limit sales of certain 
gas products. He’s hoping to lower 
prices at the pumps—and improve 
Democrats’ prospects at the polls.

Ethanol is a biofuel (derived from 
living matter). Corn is the most 
common ethanol component, but 
sugarcane and other grains can be 
used too. E10 gasoline sold in the 
United States contains 10% ethanol.

Some people think ethanol 
reduces automobile emissions, 
including carbon monoxide and other 
pollutants. Ethanol’s biggest plus? It 
currently costs less than gasoline.

Ethanol does 
have downsides. 

Some studies 

show it harms engines and isn’t as 
e� ective as traditional gasoline. Plus, 
growing crops for fuel uses land that 
could produce food.

So why the ethanol push? After 
all, the United States has plenty of oil 
and gas, an oil derivative.

First, a large number of U.S. oil 
reserves are in Alaska or California, 
far from the majority of consumers. 
Without transcontinental pipelines, it 
can sometimes be cheaper and easier 
to buy oil from other countries.

The United States also wants oil 
and gas alternatives due to environ-

mental concerns.
Many people 

believe those 
reasons are rooted 
more in politics 
than in stewardship 
concerns.

Price increases on gas 
and other necessities 
increased challenges for 
President Biden and his 
fellow Democrats. To 
temper those, the President 
announced an emergency 
act allowing the sale of a 
15% ethanol-gasoline (E15) 
blend. That blend is usually 
banned from June 1 to 
September 15. It can add to 
smog in high temperatures.

Yet o�  cials now say 
summer E15 sales probably 
won’t a� ect air quality 
signifi cantly.

The administration says 
E15 could save drivers 
about 10 cents per gallon. 
But there’s a catch: Only 
about 2,300 gas stations out 
of more than 100,000 carry 
E15. Many vendors haven’t 

invested in a product they can’t sell 
all year. The stations selling E15 are 
mostly in the Republican-leaning 
Midwest and South.

Chet Thompson, president and 
CEO of the American Fuel & Petro-
chemical Manufacturers, says he 
wants fi nancial relief, “but an 
unlawful executive order is not how 
to solve the problem.”

President Biden admits allowing 
E15 gasoline is a small step. “It’s not 
going to solve all our problems. But it’s 
going to help some people,” he says.

Many American consumers hope 
so—especially heading into summer 
road trip season.

Meanwhile, petroleum refi ners 
(who have their own agenda) blasted 
the ethanol decision. They say the 
only “emergency” is the President’s 
approval ratings.
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Ethanol: 
Gas Pumps 
and Poll 
Numbers

pollutants. Ethanol’s biggest plus? It 
currently costs less than gasoline.

Ethanol does 
have downsides. 

Some studies 

mental concerns.
Many people 

believe those 
reasons are rooted 
more in politics 
than in stewardship 
concerns.

so—especially heading into summer 
road trip season.

(who have their own agenda) blasted 
the ethanol decision. They say the 
only “emergency” is the President’s 
approval ratings.

MUD ROOM

WHY? Debates over the environment 
are good reminders of being 

stewards of God’s creation. They also serve 
to remind us that all humans have agendas 
that can be at odds with God’s call to justice, 
kindness, and humility. (Micah 6:8)

WHY?
to remind us that all humans have agendas 

kindness, and humility. (Micah 6:8)

High gas prices in 
Lafayette, California
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June through November is hurricane 
season for half the world. Now a new 

study reveals that Atlantic hurricanes 
may be getting help from . . . clean air. 
This surprising fresh air phenomenon 
could signal rough weather for the 
United States and Europe.

Scientists have learned much about 
aerosols and hurricanes. A National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) study links changes in air 
pollution around the world to levels of 
storm activity. Speci� cally, the study 
connects a decrease in aerosol pollu-
tion in Europe and the United States to 
an increase in Atlantic storm formation. 
But why?

Aerosols are tiny particles � oating 
in the atmosphere. They can make 
breathing and seeing di�  cult. But not 
all aerosols involve hairspray and car 
exhaust. Some are natural parts of 
God’s creation, such as dust, sea salt, or 

pollen. All aerosols, natural or 
 man-made, can a� ect Earth’s climate.

Most often, aerosols cool the air, 
which then cools both land and water. 
Less aerosol pollution—brought about 
by laws banning or limiting certain 
products—has warmed the water in the 
Atlantic Ocean. Hurricanes need warm 
water for fuel. Reduced aerosol 
pollution also has aided in the decline of 
wind shear, which involves changes in 
wind speed and direction. Without wind 
shear to blow storms o�  course, they 
form more easily.

Hurricane scientist Hiroyuki 
Murakami led the NOAA aerosol- 
hurricane study. He analyzed changes 
in storm activity worldwide. He 
uncovered this link between aerosols 
and global storms.

“That’s why the Atlantic has gone 
pretty much crazy since the mid-90s 
and why it was so quiet in the ’70s and 
’80s,” says climate and hurricane 
scientist Jim Kossin. 

If aerosol levels stay low in the 
Atlantic, storms could increase and 
become even more pronounced, 
 according to Murakami.

As researchers looked south, they 
noticed two very di� erent conditions. 
In the Paci� c, as aerosol pollution from 
Asian nations increased, tropical 
cyclone formation lowered. That’s 
right—more pollution meant fewer
typhoons in that part of the world!

For Australia, the drop in European 
and American aerosol pollution 
changed global air patterns and 
resulted in fewer southern hemisphere 
storms around Australia, just the 
opposite as in the Atlantic.

Correlations among aerosols, 
hemispheres, and storms require further 
research. But for now, many scientists 
still struggle with what Christians have 
known all along: “He it is who makes the 
clouds rise . . .  who makes lightnings for 
the rain and brings forth the wind from 
His storehouses.” (Psalm 135:7)
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Clean Air = More Hurricanes?

WHY? Weather phenomena o� er plenty of 
opportunities to marvel at the one who 

created—and controls—all things for His own glory.

HURRICANE, 
TYPHOON, OR 

CYCLONE?
Hurricanes
happen in the 
Western 
Hemisphere 
(mostly Atlantic 
Ocean).

Typhoons occur 
in the Eastern 
Hemisphere 
(mostly Paci� c 
Ocean).

Cyclones
spawn in the 
South Paci� c 
and Indian 
Oceans.
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This satellite image from 
2018 shows Hurricane Florence, 

Tropical Storm Isaac, and Tropical 
Storm Helene (from left to right).
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When in-person gathering took a 
break in March 2020, millions 

of people around the United States 
were left without access to reliable 
internet. Especially in rural areas, 
whole families locked down in homes 
had no way to study, work, or access 
online medical care.

As wealthy as the United States is, 
the nation has a digital gap. No 
internet, spotty internet, slow 
internet: Not every sector gets the 
easy connectivity and lightning 
speeds that residents of densely 
 populated locales take for granted.

The digital inequality is problem-
atic. But when exposed, it prompted 
the U.S. government to act. Congress 
has allocated tens of billions of 
dollars to help close the gap. 

The Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act passed last fall. It 

identifi es areas that receive 
broadband speeds of less 

than 25 megabits per 
second (mbps) 

downloads and 
three mbps 

uploads as 

“underserved.” To qualify for federal 
grants through the infrastructure 
bill, most fi nished projects must o� er 
speeds of at least 100 mbps for 
downloads. Upload speeds di� er, but 
most federal grants require a 
 minimum of 20 mbps.

What does that mean? A 
10- minute, standard defi nition video 
is about one gigabyte of data. It takes 
80 seconds to download that video at 
100 mbps speed. It takes four times as 
long—more than fi ve minutes—at 25 
mbps. Yawn. That’s some wait for one 
short fl ick!

High-speed internet is delivered 
via bundled fi ber optic cables. 
Broadband companies are working to 
lay new cables that reach rural areas. 
The funds are available to do the 
work. But there are still obstacles. 
Supply chain issues, labor shortages, 
and geographic constraints slow 
establishment of fi ber lines. 

Michael Bell of Corning Optical 
Communications based in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, says companies are 
waiting on the protective jacket that 
surrounds the hair-thin strands of 

glass which carry 
 information on beams of 
light. Without that 
component, the show 
simply cannot go on.

Despite the obstacles, 
select rural areas are 
already seeing changes. 
Some homes and business-
es are getting connected for 
the fi rst time. Others are 
upgrading to faster service!

In Concord, Vermont, 
resident John Gilchrist 
says he and his daughter 
no longer have to go to the 
local diner to use the 
internet. His daughter and 
her friends have been 
using their own broadband 
access to play online video 

games. In a few months, she’ll be 
doing college studies online.

“All I do is check email,” Gilchrist 
says. “I don’t watch TV, but my 
daughter loves it.”

The Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act passed last fall. It 

identifi es areas that receive 
broadband speeds of less 

than 25 megabits per 
second (mbps) 

downloads and 
three mbps 

uploads as 
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WHY? As technology 
advances, some 

services previously considered 
optional become essential. Seeking 
to provide for the needs of the 
underserved is a both a business 
and a service that o� ers parallels to 
loving the less fortunate.

A � eld technician for 
a broadband service 
provider installs � ber 
optic cables in rural 
Berne, New York.
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Every year, doctors attribute the deaths of thousands of 
babies worldwide to sudden infant death syndrome 

(SIDS). New research has identifi ed a possible factor for 
SIDS. But experts caution that the fi nding is a single piece 
of a complex puzzle.

The Creator understands medical mysteries like SIDS. 
“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together 
in my mother’s womb.” (Psalm 139:13) And He gifts 
humans with the desire and ability to conduct research in 
order to help one another.

Each year, more than 1,200 infants under one year old 
die from SIDS in the United States. In most cases, those 
seemingly healthy babies simply pass away in their sleep. 
Sadly, doctors can detect no obvious cause of death, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Therefore, they can’t predict which babies are at risk.

This May, researchers in Australia published a study. 
They have identifi ed a biomarker (a substance that indicates 
a disease or condition) that could explain how and why 
SIDS infants die. The discovery gave new hope that there 
may eventually be a means to preempt this parents’- 
worst-nightmare event.

In the study, researchers measured levels of an enzyme 
known as BChE in blood samples from 67 newborns who 
died of SIDS and other unknown causes. They compared 

the newborns’ levels with 10 samples from a control group. 
Researchers found much lower BChE levels in the infants 
who died of SIDS than in the control group. BChE helps 
control functions such as blood pressure and breathing.

The researchers posit that the lower BChE levels could 
make a baby physically vulnerable to stressors that lead to 
SIDS. So, a change in sleeping environment, such as 
pressure on the little body or something covering a nose, 
might have a greater suppressive e� ect on these infants. 
Those with normal BChE levels might maintain regular 
patterns of breathing and circulation.

Other research shows more potential biomarkers for 
SIDS. Several studies identifi ed genetic variants related to 
heart, breathing, and brain functions. Those variants 
could also a� ect a baby’s ability to respond well to sleep 
environment factors.

The Australian study does not provide the fi nal answer to 
SIDS. But it contains good science that o� ers some direction 
for future exploration. It also adds to the overall under-
standing of SIDS, according to Dr. Richard Goldstein. He 
says further research and larger sample sizes are needed.

“It’s a terrible problem, and any contribution is 
 welcome to help to try to understand it better,” Goldstein 
says. “But there’s a lot more to know before we can call it a 
breakthrough.”
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Medical 
advisors suggest that

parents practice safe sleep habits
with babies. According to Mayo Clinic, the

risk for SIDS may increase if a baby sleeps on
its stomach, on a soft surface, in a shared bed, or

with objects like soft toys and bumper pads in a crib.

WHY? Medical breakthroughs—like 
� nding causes and cures—reveal 

God’s great love for humankind of all ages.
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Behind a wall and razor wire, 
students discuss morality, 

identity, and nationalism. Dressed in 
matching blue uniforms, the students 
break from discussion when a guard 
enters. The guard calls men by last 
name. Each replies with the last two 
digits of his inmate number.

These incarcerated men are 
students at Mount Tamalpais College at 
California’s San Quentin State Prison. 
It’s the fi rst accredited junior college in 
the country based behind bars. Inmates 
can take classes in literature, astronomy, 
American government, precalculus, 
and more to earn a two-year Associate 
of Arts degree.

The Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges accredited the college in 

January. The program passed as 
providing high-quality education. The 
designation requires the school to 
maintain high standards. It may also 
help catch the attention of donors to 
help the college expand. Up to 300 
students can take classes per semester. 
But another 200 are on a waiting list.

Private donations fund the college. 
Teachers are volunteers. Many are 
graduate students from top schools 
like Stanford University.

Guards check IDs of students 
coming to classes held in trailers on 
one edge of the prison’s exercise yard. 
Students discuss assignments while 
corrections o�  cers watch from above.

Overhearing those conversations 
made a big impression on Richard 

“Bonaru” Richardson. “In other 
institutions, we were used to talking 
about gang activity, violence, knives, 
drugs, the next riot,” the former 
inmate says. But in San Quentin, the 
conversations are often about class 
content or how to write a thesis.

For some inmates, 
earning a college degree 

is “the greatest 
achievement of their 
lives,” Richardson 
says. Now out of 
prison, he works 
with the college’s 

communications and 
fundraising 

 departments.
A 2013 study found that 

inmates who participate in education 
programs are 43% less likely to 
re-o� end. They are 13% more likely to 
obtain employment. That rehabilitation 
is one reason teachers and donors are 
striving for the college’s success.

All people have broken God’s laws 
and are prisoners to sin without Jesus 
to set us free. As God has shown 
mercy to us, we are called to show 
mercy to others—including prisoners 
who break human laws. Educational 
programs like Mount Tamalpais 
College may be one way to do that.

Some sat in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, prisoners in a�  iction 
and in irons, for they had rebelled 
against the words of God. . . . They cried 
to the Lord in their trouble, and 
He delivered them from their distress. 
— Psalm 107:10-13
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WHY? According to the U.S. Department of Justice, at the end 
of 2020 there were over one million people in state or 

federal prisons. While many of us may not have direct contact with 
incarcerated people, God calls us to remember prisoners.

PRAY
for those in prison 

and their families. Ask 
that inmates would 

experience God’s love 
and be drawn to 

repentance.

San Quentin State Prison

Students attend a literature 
class at San Quentin State Prison. Richardson
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Researchers are returning to the Alabama coast 
near Mobile to assess the sunken remains of the 

last known slave ship to bring captive Africans to the 
United States. Experts have described the wreck as 
the most complete slave ship ever discovered.

The United States outlawed the importation of 
enslaved people in 1808. But in 1860, wealthy business-
man Timothy Meaher wagered that he could bring a 
shipload of Africans across the ocean. Clotilda sailed 
to what’s now Benin, a country in West Africa. 
Captain William Foster took aboard about 110 
Africans who had been captured by warring tribes. 
He then sneaked back into Mobile Bay under the cover 
of darkness. Clotilda was sunk to hide the crime.  

Researchers identifi ed ship wreckage in the river as 
Clotilda in 2019. While small parts of the two-masted 
wooden schooner have been retrieved, most of the 
ship remains intact on the river bottom. That includes 
a pen used to imprison the individuals held captive. 

Working from a barge topped with a crane, divers 
felt their way through murky water to the wreckage. 
A crew has taken fallen trees o�  the submerged 
remains of the ship, scooped muck out of the hull, 
and retrieved pieces to see what’s left of Clotilda. 
Workers pulled up some barnacle-encrusted timbers 
from the ship.

A fi nal report will take a while. But the wreck is in 
remarkably good shape because it’s been encased for 
decades in protective mud, o�  cials say. 

Some people want to display the wreckage in a 
new museum. Whether that’s possible depends on 
factors like the condition of the wood, the stability of 
the wreck, and the river environment around it. 
Raising the ship would cost millions of dollars.

After the Civil War and Emancipation, Clotilda
survivors didn’t have enough money to return home. 
Some pooled their earnings, bought a piece of land, 
and started a community called Africatown just north 
of Mobile. Many of their descendants still live there.

Enslaved Africans lost their freedom and su� ered 
cruelty and humiliation at the hands of those who 
perpetuated slavery. Many of their descendants also 
lost part of their heritage—the knowledge of who 
their ancestors were and where they came from. But 
descendants of the Africatown founders know more 
than most.

Lorna Gail Woods is one of those descendants. 
The Clotilda fi nd shows that her ancestors’ stories 
were true, Woods told Smithsonian Magazine. “This 
is proof for the people who lived and died and didn’t 
know it would ever be found.”

against the words of God. . . . They cried 
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PRAY for those 
currently in 

bondage; remember what God 
has done in the past and is doing 

today. (Deuteronomy 32:6-7)

This sonar image shows the 
remains of Clotilda in a 
river near Mobile, Alabama.

A mural of the slave ship Clotilda along 
Africatown Boulevard in Mobile, Alabama

Researchers 
assess timbers 
from Clotilda.

and their families. Ask 

WHY? The story of Clotilda is 
part of the heritage of the 

Africatown descendants as well as the history 
of the United States. Learning the past, both 
good and bad, helps us understand the present 
day—and not repeat tragic past mistakes and errors.
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Lying on a dentist’s table, a 
humanoid robot screams, rolls its 

eyes, and kicks its feet. But this is  no 
toy. It’s a complex automaton designed 
to mimic medical symptoms and 
classic children’s responses—while 
helping train the next generation of 
doctors and dentists.

Engineer Hiroki Takimoto helped 
develop the 50-pound robot. It’s named 
the Pedia_Roid. The ’bot is a collabo-
ration between a Japanese robotics 
startup called tmsuk (lowercase t) and 
a nearby dental school. Pedia_Roid can 
simulate a fi ve- to six-year-old child’s 
responses when receiving dental 
treatment. It even adapts to replicate 
a youngster’s medical condition.

“Be kind one to another, tender-
hearted.” (Ephesians 4:32) It’s a 
straightforward directive. Yet some-
times, it’s hard to fulfi ll. Robots like 
Pedia_Roid can help people develop 

compassion and the skills to show 
love to each other in action.

A tablet programmed 
with varying medical 

conditions lets a user 
send signals to the 

robot’s joints. Air cylinders inside 
enable the ’bot to move its entire 
body, mouth, eyes, and tongue. The 
fi gure displays a range of physical 
reactions and facial expressions. 
Dentists-in-training can even draw 
fake blood from the robot’s hand.

Director of tmsuk’s engineering 
division, Yusuke Ishii, says Pedia_
Roid helps fi ll an important gap in 
clinical dental training: the treatment 
of children.

“It is di�  cult to get experience in 
pediatric dentistry,” Ishii explains. 
“There are no opportunities to 
practice. In addition, there is the risk 
that children will move wildly . . . 
when their medical condition 
suddenly worsens.” 

Human-like robotic reactions 
include wriggling legs, twisting arms, 
breathing changes, 
facial fl ushing, and 
pupil dilation. 
Further, the 
robot can 
mimic signs 
of serious 
medical 

emergencies such as convulsions and 
heart failure. The kid-bot allows 
trainees to gain experience they can 
use in similar critical situations, 
according to a tmsuk engineer.

The system can be used for 
training in various fi elds of pediatric 
medicine, including emergency care.

Moving forward, tmsuk forecasts 
that workers in other childcare 
industries could use Pedia_Roid to 
train for emergency situations. This 
could even include elementary school 
teachers and daycare providers.

Yoichi Takamoto is chairman of 
tmsuk. He calls the scientists and 
engineers at his company “pioneers.” 
He envisions “a future where humans 
and robots are co-existing.”

Does Takamoto’s vision sound 
realistic? What exciting inventions do 
you imagine the future holds during 

your lifetime?
compassion and the skills to show 

love to each other in action.
A tablet programmed 
with varying medical 

conditions lets a user 
send signals to the 
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WHY? Robots can 
be valuable 

tools, especially when 
they give humans insight 
into treatments and 
compassion for those 

hurting or in need.PEDIA_ROID: Helpful, but—let’s 
be honest—also a little creepy.
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Technology helps scientists track 
eye movements in a virtual 

Pompeiian house. By examining what 
catches observers’ eyes today, they 
hope to understand more about 
ancient Roman design.

In A.D. 79, Mount Vesuvius erupted. 
It blanketed Pompeii, Italy, in ash and 
killed thousands of people, but 
preserved sizable areas of the town.

Recently, Swedish researchers 
created a simulation of an elaborate 
Pompeiian home. They combined 
virtual reality (VR), 3-D geographic 
information, and cutting-edge 
 eye-tracking methods to analyze gaze 
(head position), � xation (aim of the 
eyes when still), and movement. The 
technology lets visitors “walk” through 

the house while computers 
track eye movements.

Researchers then 
assess which parts of the 

house drew the most 
attention—and thereby predict how 
ancient visitors might have interacted 
with the actual space. Studying visual 
observation habits helps scientists to 
grasp what viewers � nd signi� cant. 

Archaeologists Danilo Campanaro 
and Giacomo Landeschi borrowed data 
from a 3-D Pompeii mapping project. 

They also used excavation � ndings and 
knowledge of Roman architecture to 
explore the purposes of Roman 
construction choices.

In addition, the pair uploaded 
decorative and architectural features 
of a Pompeiian mansion known as the 
House of the Epigrams to create a virtual 
model. They imported their model into 
a video game engine (platform for 
 making games) called Unity.

The team then enlisted volunteers 
to explore the virtual space. Computers 
recorded their visual path through the 
reconstructed Pompeiian house: What 
caught their eyes and for how long?

Campanaro says the study “show[s] 
how the owner of the house stimulated 
the visitor’s senses to convey a 
message about its power and wealth.”

For example, the house’s exterior 
showed traditional Roman features. 
But inner areas revealed an emphasis 
on popular-yet-taboo at the time 
Greek culture.

“VR is often used to improve the 
visitor experience at a museum or an 
archaeological site,” Landeschi says. 
“We wanted to show that together 
with other technologies, it can be used 
as a research tool rather than just an 
educational tool.”

Researchers may expand future VR 
experiences to replicate the smells and 
sounds of a historical site.

Drones and arti� cial intelligence 
are also at work these days at ancient 
Pompeii. And a four-legged robot dog 
named SPOT helps inspect Pompeiian 
buildings and streets (see Love Those 
Dancing Robots at teen.wng.org/
node/6663). Equipped with a 
360- degree camera, SPOT gathers 
data about safety and structural 
issues. SPOT also serves as a true 
high-tech watchdog, helping protect 
the city from illegal relic hunters who 
damage the ruins by digging tunnels.

I will not set before my eyes anything 
that is worthless. — Proverbs 101:3

WHY? God grants humans the 
ability to appreciate 

architecture, art, and design through a 
variety of senses. Finding how best to 
utilize those gifts is worthy of study.

This drone is equipped with 
a laser scanner. It � ies above 
the old city creating 3-D maps.

See SPOT go . . . through 
the streets of Pompeii.
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A FUTURE WITHOUT PASSWORDS  
Incorrect password. Forgot your password? Reset your password. 
New password cannot be same as old password. ARRGGH! Can 
you imagine a future without that frustrating sequence? Apple, 
Microsoft, and Google can, and they’re putting some sharp minds 
together to make it a reality. On May 5, World Password Day, the 
group announced: Passwordless logins are coming, and they’ll 
make web security better than ever. A press release says you’ll log 
in by simply unlocking your phone. 
There’s the ticket. Future phones 
will store a passkey credential called 
FIDO (Fast IDentity Online). It uses 
the same technology that keeps 
cryptocurrency secure. And even if 
you lose your phone, FIDO will 
securely sync to a new one—as long 
as you keep everything backed up!

Alex Morgan leaps 
over a goalkeeper in 

an e� ort to score.
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A DECK OF ART  A group dedicated to 
� nishing the work of World War II’s Monuments 
Men is betting on a deck of playing cards—and 
reward money—to help � nd works of art taken 
by Nazis. The original Monuments Men was a 
group of men and women from Allied countries. 
They served during WWII to protect cultural 
treasures. After the war, they helped return 
plundered artwork. Robert Edsel founded the 
Monuments Men Foundation in 2007. It honors 
the e� orts of the originals. The group o� ers 
cash rewards toward recovery of artworks—
from van Gogh, Monet, Caravaggio, and other 
masters—that a new card deck will feature. One 
artwork each week will appear on social media. 
Perhaps someone seeing the art in the deck will 
recognize a missing piece, so that it can be 
reunited with the rightful heir.

EQUAL PAY 
FOR EQUAL PLAY  

The U.S. Soccer Federation (USSF) 
reached a milestone in professional soccer: 
It’s the � rst national governing body in the 

sport to promise to pay male and female athletes 
equally. Forthcoming labor contracts will guaran-

tee that pay and bonuses are equalized between the 
two teams. The agreement was made as a settle-
ment to a 2019 discrimination lawsuit brought by 

some of the players against the USSF. The pay 
settlement also includes equalizing child 

care bene� ts. Previously covered 
for women, it will be extended 

to men as well during 
national team training 

camps and matches.

care bene� ts. Previously covered 

The deck features missing art from WWII.

Phones will 
store FIDO.
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 “It will cause a shakeup in the 
mental states of people and 
what they perceive as real 
or virtual. Virtual can’t be 
put back in the box.”  
—Taylor Brown of Dream Overture, a 3-D 
technology agency, predicting that the future 
use of virtual reality will in� ltrate all of life.

GREENING YOUR YARD SALE  Want to turn spring cleaning into 
summer sales? You can both declutter and cash in with a yard sale with these expert 
tips. Keep it cheap: People expect to get something for almost nothing at a yard sale. 
Remember, you’re o�  oading unwanted items. Price them to sell fast, and count your 
pennies as they turn into dollars. Go big: In this case, less isn’t more. Invite neighbors 
to join in. Multi-family sales bring more shoppers to your yard. Toss the junk: Don’t 
try to sell broken or stained goods. Tools, kitchen gadgets, sporting goods, and 
camping gear are all popular at yard sales. Advertise: Buyers won’t come if 
they don’t know! Ask your parents to help you advertise in a neighborhood 
web group. If allowed, post signs at street intersections and on grocery store 
or post o�  ce bulletin boards. And don’t forget your change! Keep small bills 
and coins handy. Now go turn some clutter into cash!

HAWAII STUDENT JOURNALISM PROTECTION ACT  Hawaii’s Governor 
David Ige signed a new state law protecting the journalistic e� orts of public school and college 
students. The act prevents censorship by school administration even if it disagrees with conclusions 
students publish through educational news media. “Providing student journalists with the same 
protections that exist for them in the industry gives them real-world opportunities and provides them 
a more enhanced laboratory for democracy and learning,” Ige says. Althea Cunningham is a recent high 
school graduate and student reporter. She says students should be able to chase and report the truth 
with con� dence—even if o�  cials disagree with the results. “Schools are supposed to help prepare 
students for the future. How is letting administrators get away with killing articles they don’t agree 
with helping our future journalists?” she says. Similar laws already exist in 15 other states.

Althea 
Cunningham
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KNOCKING ANOTHER 
ONE OUT OF THE PARK  
After a long wait, Gil Hodges hit a 
� nal home run—getting elected to 
the Major League Baseball Hall 
of Fame posthumously. The 
legendary player, manager, and 
WWII vet is most remembered 
for leading the underdog New York 
“Miracle Mets” to a 1969 World 
Series title in just his second year as 
manager. According to his family, 
he was more than a baseball 
player or manager. He made an 
indelible impact on baseball in 
New York City. Current Mets 
manager Buck Showalter says, “You 
knew who the leader of the room was, and 
he was it, without saying a word. He’s one of 
the great pillars of the Mets’ history.”

She’s 
wearing 
a virtual 

reality 
headset.

 “It will cause a shakeup in the 
mental states of people and 
 “It will cause a shakeup in the 
mental states of people and 
 “It will cause a shakeup in the 
what they perceive as real 
mental states of people and 
what they perceive as real 
mental states of people and 
or virtual. Virtual can’t be 
what they perceive as real 
or virtual. Virtual can’t be 
what they perceive as real 
put back in the box.”
—
technology agency, predicting that the future 
use of virtual reality will in� ltrate all of life.

students for the future. How is letting administrators get away with killing articles they don’t agree 
with helping our future journalists?” she says. Similar laws already exist in 15 other states.

KNOCKING ANOTHER 
ONE OUT OF THE PARK  
After a long wait, Gil Hodges hit a 
� nal home run—getting elected to 
the Major League Baseball Hall 
of Fame posthumously. The 
legendary player, manager, and 
WWII vet is most remembered 
for leading the underdog New York 
“Miracle Mets” to a 1969 World 
Series title in just his second year as 
manager. According to his family, 
he was more than a baseball 
player or manager. He made an 
indelible impact on baseball in 
New York City. Current Mets 
manager Buck Showalter says, “You 
knew who the leader of the room was, and 
he was it, without saying a word. He’s one of 
the great pillars of the Mets’ history.”

Hodges 
played with 

the Brooklyn 
Dodgers before 

the New York 
Mets.

QUIZ MY READING:1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. b,WORDS TO BANK:1. b, 2. a, 3. c, 4. c, 5. c, 6. a,VIZ QUIZ:1. c, 2. bMIND STIR:Answers will 
vary but may include: 1. It may not be possible to see an artist’s intention immediately, but with careful discernment, Christians 
can determine whether the art has lasting value for building oneself and others up in goodness. Christians are to avoid every 
kind of evil—even in entertainment. 2. Limit time online, especially on social media; read with a mind that seeks good and not 
harm, anger, or sensationalism; check sources to be sure they are trustworthy, factual, and not seeking to arouse division or 
discontent; remember to think on things that are good and pure; listen to both sides of a story before deciding which is correct. 
Weigh and measure everything against scripture.
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Pop! SMART (pages 6-9)

1. waning
 a) growing
 b) dwindling
 c) blanching

2. vociferously
 a) loudly and 
  insistently
 b) with gentle 
  diplomacy
 c) anonymously

3. � xated
 a) disinterested
 b) compelled to repair
 c) focused

1. Jai alai was once an important activity 
 in the United States. What equipment 
 is most recognizable with this 
 “world’s fastest” sport?
 a) a � at wooden bat similar to cricket
 b) a long, curved basket attached to a 
  player’s hand

2. What makes doomscrolling so 
 addictive?
 a) It a� ects the brain like gambling.
 b) People like things that make them sad.

3. What was the � rst feature-length 
 animated movie from Japan?
 a) Momotaro, Sacred Sailors
 b) My Neighbor Totoro

4. Greyhound dogs _____________ .
 a) are not designed for fast running
 b)  can chase a mechanical lure around 
  a track

QUIZ
ANSWERS ON 

PAGE 29

 (pages 6-9)

1. Which of the images below 
shows a jai alai court?

2. Which of these items is an example 
of a lure used in a greyhound race?

1. How might the 1 Thessalonians 5:21 verse “Test everything; hold fast 
what is good” apply to a Christian’s interest in art forms such as music 
or anime?

2. What are some ways you can guard your heart and mind 
against the negative trend of “doomscrolling”?
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4. ascertain
 a) take hold of
 b) ignore
 c) � gure out

5. shutters
 a) begins
 b) descends
 c) closes

6. lithe
 a) slim and 
  graceful
 b) emaciated
 c) burly

BA

C D

A

E

B
C

D
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.

BE TRANSFORMED

Scan (right) to check out our “Farm News” page.

Have an ordinary kitchen blender? Sarah shows 
you how to turn raw wheat berries into pancakes 
in a short video.

Watch us harvest wheat from the field and 
transform it into pancakes, all in 5½ minutes.

Search our website for links on how Mennonites, fleeing 
the Ukraine, transformed Kansas’s agriculture and the 
American flour industry.

AVAILABLE AS Whole Corn Kernels, Wheat Berries, Oat Groats & Raw Cold Rolled Oats 
Stone Milled: Cornmeals, Corn Grits, Sifted/Whole Wheat & Buckwheat Flours, Scottish & Irish Oatmeals

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS. ALL DONE ON THE FARM.

We grow them without synthetic chemicals in the fertility levels they traditionally thrived, and then 
we process them in a manner used hundreds of years ago. We accomplish this by doing everything, 

from planting to milling, here on our farm.

hheeiirrlloooomm oorrggaanniicc
ggrraaiinnss && fflloouurrss

Henry Moore 
Yellow Corn

Bloody Butcher 
Red Corn

Blue Hopi Corn

Tenn. Red Cob 
(White Corn)

Hard Red Winter 
Turkey Wheat

Pennsylvania 
Dutch Butter 
Flavored Popcorn 

Soft Red Winter 
Pastry Wheat

Hulless Oats

Hard Red Spring 
Bread Wheat

Buckwheat

WE’RE GOING BACK AND FINDING THE 
OLD, GOOD TASTING GRAIN VARIETIES. 

www.qualityorganic.net
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Biblical Training
Hands-on Farming

COME GROW
WITH US

APPLY NOW | plantedgapyear.org

Sink your roots deeper into Christ during
this 9-month discipleship program in the
mountains of Pennsylvania.

Live, learn, and work within a small,
tight-knit community of young adults.

Dedicate your next year to experiencing
God's revelation together in his Word
and in his world.

Outdoor Adventure
Life Skill Development
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