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Scan (right) to check out our “Farm News” page.

Have an ordinary kitchen blender? Sarah shows 
you how to turn raw wheat berries into pancakes 
in a short video.

Watch us harvest wheat from the field and 
transform it into pancakes, all in 5½ minutes.

Search our website for links on how Mennonites, fleeing 
the Ukraine, transformed Kansas’s agriculture and the 
American flour industry.

WATCH + LEARN
Endorsed by
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MUD ROOM PIE IN THE SKY

GLOBE TREK
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LAW ’N ORDER KA-CHING!

EXPLAIN ITPEOPLE MOVER

The United States—like many 
countries around the world—is 
experiencing a high rate of in� ation. 
When costs rise rapidly, the value of 
a dollar drops in comparison. You 
can’t buy as much with one dollar as 
you once could. What do you think 
the artist is saying in this editorial 
cartoon? Do you think the picture is 
e� ective for conveying the message?
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MEXICO: Airport Problems
Mexico City has a new airport. But there’s a 

catch: It’s 27 miles from the city center. 
On a normal tra�  c day, it could take 

city residents over two hours just to 
get there. That’s longer than some of the � ights 

themselves. The previous president planned to build 
an airport in the nearby marshlands. But current 
Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
had other ideas. He considered the old plans too 
fancy and expensive. He wanted something simpler, 
cheaper, built by Mexico’s own army instead of costly 
contractors. To him, this better re� ects Mexican society. 
The airport is one of several big building projects he plans 

to � nish during his term. But some think the airport is just 
too far away. Most major international airlines agree. 

They won’t even send Mexico City-bound passengers 
to an airport so far from their destination.

Felipe Angeles International Airport

KENYA: Save the Bongos! You’ve heard of 
elephants, lions, and rhinos. But have you heard of bongos? 
This species of African antelope is one of the world’s 
most endangered. Fewer than 100 bongos still live in 
the wild. But conservationists in Kenya have a plan 
to save them. The Mawingu Mountain Bongo 
Sanctuary helps reintroduce captive bongos to 
the wild. The process takes time. The bongos 
need to re-learn how to � nd food, defend 
themselves, and protect their bongo babies. To 
begin, conservationists release the bongos on 
just 100 acres. Then they increase the space to 
400 acres. Little by little, the bongos get ready 
to “re-wild” on the African plains. If bongos 
became extinct, their whole habitat would 
su� er. Bongos help preserve forests, which 
protect streams, which water elephants. By 
saving the bongo population, conservationists 
are stewarding well God’s creation.

UNITED STATES: Business To Boom in NC
Apple, Toyota, Boom, and now VinFast—a Vietnamese automaker—all say they are 
bringing big business to North Carolina. VinFast will build its � rst North American 
plant on a nearly 2,000-acre site southwest of Raleigh. Production is expected to 
start in 2024, with plans to employ 7,500 people by 2027, says the state 
 Commerce Department. The VinFast plant is the latest in a string of signi� cant 
economic victories for the state. Apple announced last year that it will build its 
� rst East Coast campus between Raleigh and Durham. The tech giant says it will 
create 3,000 new jobs over the next decade. Toyota revealed in December plans 
to build a battery plant near Greensboro, employing at least 1,750 people. Finally, 
Boom Supersonic in January reported that Greensboro will host its full-scale 
manufacturing facility for next-generation supersonic passenger 
jets. That will bring more than 2,400 new jobs by 2032. 
The employment future looks bright for Tarheels!
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Bongos are 
colorful forest 
antelopes.

The airport is one of several big building projects he plans 
to � nish during his term. But some think the airport is just 

too far away. Most major international airlines agree. 
They won’t even send Mexico City-bound passengers 

to an airport so far from their destination.
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FINLAND: Free Speech Ruling Politician Päivi Räsänen and 
Lutheran Bishop Juhana Pohjola stood trial in Helsinki. Räsänen is a medical doctor 
and member of the Finnish parliament. She posted on her Twitter account in 2019 
some verses from the biblical letter to the Romans. She also wrote a booklet in which 
she stated clearly that she believes God created humans as male and female—only. 
Bishop Pohjola published the booklet through the Luther Foundation Finland in 2004. 
The two were charged with “ethnic agitation” and “hate speech.” Prosecutors said 
that the views Räsänen expresses are o� ensive and likely to fuel contempt toward 
people who disagree. The defendants faced up to two years in prison. After a nearly 
nine-hour trial, the Helsinki District Court dismissed the charges. The court concluded 
in March that it was not its job “to interpret biblical concepts.” Räsänen says she 
expects the prosecutor to appeal the decision.
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UKRAINE:
Mariupol under 
Siege A Ukrainian 
serviceman takes a 
 photograph of a church, 
still standing after shelling 
by Russian forces in a 
residential district in 
Mariupol, Ukraine, on 
March 10, 2022. 
Despite taking heavy 
� re for an entire 
month, the coastal 
city in eastern 
Ukraine refused 
to surrender.

MYANMAR:
Fighting against 

Genocide The U.S. has declared that 
Myanmar has committed genocide against some 
of its people: Rohingya Muslims. That’s a serious 

accusation. Genocide is an attempt to destroy a group of 
people based on race, ethnicity, or religion. In 2017, the 

Buddhist-led nation of Myanmar started attacking Rohingya 
Muslim inhabitants, burning homes and killing many. More than 

700,000 Rohingya Muslims have � ed to refugee camps in nearby 
Bangladesh. The United States has already leveled economic 
penalties against Myanmar. Accusing the country of genocide 
won’t change things right away. But increased pressure from 

the United States and its allies could eventually help bring 
Myanmar to justice. As Christians, we know neither 

Buddhists nor Muslims worship the true God. But we 
also know God made everyone in His image, with 

value and dignity and a right to life. Every 
person deserves justice and freedom 

from violence.

Rohingya Muslim 
children who crossed 
over from Myanmar into 
Bangladesh wait to 
receive food handouts.

Päivi Räsänen 
campaigns.

Mariupol, Ukraine
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Passports are usually no-nonsense 
and all-business. Not so with one 

country’s updated version. Belgian 
passports are garnering the title 
“world’s coolest”—and placing a 
national product in the spotlight.

In February, Belgium unveiled a 
new passport design. Foreign Minis-
ter Sophie Wilmés says it “honors one 
of the jewels of our culture: the 
heroines and heroes of comic strips.”

Characters from some of the 
country’s most famous comics, 
including Tintin and the Smurfs, now 
adorn passport pages.

Wilmés isn’t embarrassed by 
having children’s pictures printed on 
her country’s o�  cial documents. On 
the contrary, she says Belgian comics 
are the country’s pride. They’re also 
one of its most signifi cant exports to 
other countries.

“We are very proud of the comics 
and the Belgian comics that our 
country has managed to develop,” she 

says. “I don’t know if it’s soft power, 
but it’s very powerful.”

The Adventures of Tintin
is a comic book series 

created in 1929 by 

Belgian artist Georges Remi under the 
pen name Hergé (AIR-zhay). Tintin 
gained renewed global popularity after 
a 2011 animated fi lm about the fearless 
boy journalist and his dog Snowy.

The Tintin website says images 
chosen for Belgium’s new passport 
feature Tintin’s travels around the 
world and into space.

Hergé’s fame thrust comics into 
the Belgian consciousness and 
motivated others to work in the 
genre. An article on Smithsonian.com 
notes that “after World War II, comic 
strips became as common in news-
papers as want ads” in Belgium.

More recently, comics artists 
began moving to Belgium because of 
its a� ordability and strong comic book 
culture. There, comics appear in cafés, 
museums, shops, and the famous 
Brussels Comic Book Route. That’s a 

collection of 65 murals depicting 
well-known comic book characters.

The new passport also features 
other Belgian comics characters, 
including the famous blue Smurfs. 
The Smurfs is another popular 
Belgian comic by Pierre Culliford 
(known by the pen name Peyo).

In Brussels, the new passport has 
earned positive responses.

“It’s typically Belgian,” comments 
Brussels resident Ingrid Vergote. “No 
other country would think of doing 
this kind of thing. This is what we are 
famous for.”

Belgian-Canadian student Sarah 
Murawsky says, “A lot of people 
associate cartoons with Belgian 
culture, so I think it’s really cool to be 
able to identify with that through the 
passport.”

But Belgium’s new passport isn’t 
just fun. Wilmés claims it’s “even 
more secure, thanks to new security 
and personalization techniques.”

Meanwhile, passport holders in 
other countries must continue 
carrying their bland booklets. One 

Twitter user summed up 
some folks’ feelings: “Brb 
[be right back] moving to 
Belgium.” T
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Wilmés holds a Belgian passport featuring 
a rocketship from a Tintin comic.

A Belgian 
passport with 

a drawing from 
The Adventures 

of Tintin

says. “I don’t know if it’s soft power, 
but it’s very powerful.”

The Adventures of Tintin
is a comic book series 

created in 1929 by 

POP! SMART

Moving from country to country requires documents that 
prove identity and citizenship. For those whose citizenship 

is in heaven, the only ID needed is forgiveness by the blood of Jesus.
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The ground shakes. The air feels electric. The 
roar of fans is barely heard over the deafening 

thunder of 40 cars hurtling around the track. 
Welcome to NASCAR.
The popular and thrilling racing sport tests 

the limits of how fast mankind can go. But 
NASCAR was long overdue to revamp its aging, 
arguably outdated racecars. 

Until this year, NASCAR’s typical racers began 
with the same basic form. These were called “stock 
cars.” But those cars were transformed over decades into 
overly engineered, o� -the-chart expensive designs that 
were tweaked, twisted, trimmed, and tuned by various 
teams. Each tried to make the stock car fractionally faster 
and signifi cantly safer. 

In February, the 2022 Daytona 500 unveiled something 
new: a full racecar makeover. NASCAR’s Next Gen cars 
were o�  cially released at the season opener at Daytona 
International Speedway. They are essentially kit cars. 
Teams gather all the same pieces from varying vendors. 
Detailed instructions outline assembly. The new car claims 
to be a vehicle that’s more durable, more economical, and 
considerably more modern—even if the changes are barely 
visible to the casual fan.

Next Gen doesn’t look much di� erent on the outside. 
But the changes are signifi cant, say drivers, diehard fans, 
and industry insiders.

So what are these improvements? The new cars have 
bigger aluminum wheels. Each wheel features just one 
center lug nut instead of fi ve. A transaxle replaces the 
transmission. The transaxle performs gear-changing and 

power-splitting functions in one integrated unit. And the 
cars now have independent front and rear suspension for 
better performance—and safety—on turns.

Never one to miss an advertising opportunity, NASCAR 
moved car numbers forward on door panels. This makes 
more space for sponsors to enhance their brands in 
proportion to the drivers’ enhanced performance before 
the crowds.

In the former models, many of the pieces that fi t under 
the hood cost hundreds of thousands annually to develop. 
Those are now spec parts. That means they can be bought 
o�  store shelves. They’re the same for everyone—and 
altering them is prohibited.

In time, the Next Gen kits could allow teams with less 
fi nancial backing to become competitive. The entry-level 
investment to get a car to the track is about the same now 
for each racing team. That’s because the kits remove the 
overhead costs to individually develop and improve every 
nut and bolt, every curve, corner, bumper, and fender. 

The roar at the track now may just be the tone of a new 
generation of stock car.
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NASCAR’s Next Gen car

WHY? God-given 
traits of 

innovation and craft can 
be put to work to improve 
many areas of life—even 
our recreation—with safety, 
economy, and e�  ciency.

Timmy Hill drives his 
Next Gen car at Daytona 
International Speedway 

in Daytona Beach, Florida.

roar of fans is barely heard over the deafening 

Until this year, NASCAR’s typical racers began 
with the same basic form. These were called “stock 

NASCAR’s Next Gen car
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The pastor stands to preach. In the 
front row sit knights in armor. 

Beside you, a giant banana.
You’re not dreaming. You’re at 

church in the metaverse. 
In the metaverse, real-life people 

can interact in virtual reality as 
animated characters called “avatars.” 
Tech companies like Google and Meta 
(formerly Facebook) expect the 
metaverse to become an essential part 
of daily life. For some churchgoers, it 
already has.

D.J. Soto used to pastor a church 
in the real world. He felt called to 
church planting. But where would he 
plant this church? In a big city? In a 
foreign country? 

Instead, he founded VR Church in 
2016. His church exists entirely in the 
metaverse. At fi rst, only a handful of 
worshipers showed up. Now VR 

Church has a congregation of 
about 200 people.

Metaverse 
churches like 

VR Church 

gained popularity during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. For people with medical 
conditions, the metaverse o� ered a 
safe way to worship. They could 
gather virtually with fellow believers 
without even leaving their homes. 

Some metaverse churches look 
like real churches. Others swap the 
traditional four walls for sweeping 
fantasy landscapes. Some churchgo-
ers use realistic avatars. Others oddly 
choose to show up as animals, robots, 
or cartoon characters.

But how much of church can 
happen online? The Bible tells 
Christians to gather together. Doing 
so is a blessing and a privilege. The 
Bible also instructs Christians to be 
baptized. But what if the baptismal 
waters are digital?

During the pandemic, many 
churches temporarily closed and 
streamed their services online—for a 
season. Many metaverse churches 
have no real-world counterpart and no 
intention of ever meeting in person.

Some metaverse churchgoers 
prefer the convenience. If they live in 

cold, wet places, they can worship 
from the cozy indoors. But is 
 convenience enough reason to choose 
 virtual church?

Others opt for metaverse church 
for the immersive experience. Instead 
of listening to a pastor preach, they 
can watch the Bible acted out with 
computer-generated animations. 
Some say that makes them feel closer 
to God. 

Still others prefer virtual church 
because they won’t be judged for 
appearance or abilities. That’s a sad 
commentary on how communities 
sometimes miss the mark on being 
the church to one another.

Jesus reached out to the people 
society rejected: the sick, the dis-
abled, and the sinners. They received 
His love publicly.

Pastors like D.J. Soto see the 
metaverse as the next big 
mission fi eld. But can you go 
into all the world and make 
disciples from the comfort 
of your bedroom?

Church has a congregation of 
about 200 people.

Metaverse 
churches like 

VR Church 

streamed their services online—for a 
season. Many metaverse churches 
have no real-world counterpart and no 
intention of ever meeting in person.

Some metaverse churchgoers 
prefer the convenience. If they live in 

metaverse as the next big 
mission fi eld. But can you go 
into all the world and make 
disciples from the comfort 
of your bedroom?
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New technologies 
can help the 

church evangelize 
in engaging new 

ways. But 
Christians need to 

count the cost 
and consider 
God’s perfect 

intentions before 
adopting the 

latest tech trends.

WHY?

Pastor D.J. Soto 
(above and right) 

preaches from 
his home in 

Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.
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This is the story of a mischievous 
mutt who turned out to be a very 

good girl—such a good girl, in fact, 
that she saved a life.

Ruby, an Australian shepherd and 
border collie mix, landed in a Rhode 
Island animal shelter as a pup. Five 
families in turn tried to give the gal a 
home. And each brought the 
 rambunctious stray back. 

“She was a total knucklehead,” 
says shelter volunteer and dog trainer 
Patricia Inman. “She jumped and bit 
her leash. She wouldn’t sit or lie down. 
She just never stopped moving.” Still, 
Inman intervened when others 
suggested putting Ruby down.

Enter state police Corporal 
Daniel O’Neil, who needed a search-
and-rescue dog. Police dogs typically 
are bred for the work and trained 
from birth. Most state police K-9s 
cost $7,500 and come from Europe. 
Ruby was a rescue and hard to 
manage, but Inman vouched for her. 
O’Neil liked her energy and intelli-
gence. He chose to take a risk. Ruby 
trained as a police K-9 dog. 

Fast-forward to October 2017. A 

teenage boy got lost for 36 hours 
while hiking. Ruby led Corporal 
O’Neil straight to the teen, who had 
plummeted into a ravine. The boy 
was unconscious and in grave 
medical condition, and Corporal 
O’Neil’s radio and GPS were out of 
range. Ruby’s repeated barking drew 
other authorities to the scene. 

Afterward, Corporal O’Neil 
knocked on the door of the boy’s 
home to deliver the good news. 
He found himself face to face 
with the boy’s mother—none 
other than Patricia Inman. 
She had saved Ruby, and now 
Ruby had saved her son.

This irresistible 
underdog story has 
been turned into a fi lm. 
Around the same time 
the fi lm came out, the 
state of Massachusetts 
enacted a new canine 
law: First responders 
can now treat police 
dogs injured in the line 
of duty. “Nero’s Law” 
was named for a K-9 dog 

that was shot in 2018. State law at that 
time didn’t allow EMTs to treat dogs. 
Nero’s human partner, Sergeant Sean 
Gannon, was also shot. Gannon did 
not recover. Nero did, and now lives 
with Gannon’s widow.

O’Neil and Gannon are heroes. So 
are Ruby and Nero. 

Deep down, we each know we 
need a hero to fi x the broken world—
and our broken hearts. That perfect 
hero exists, and His name is Jesus. 

Perfectly selfl ess and willing to 
sacrifi ce, Jesus died a horrible 

death so we don’t have to. 
Earthly heroes give us a hint 

of who He is. Maybe 
that’s why we can’t resist 
a true story of heroism 
like Ruby’s.
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home to deliver the good news. 
He found himself face to face 
with the boy’s mother—none 
other than Patricia Inman. 
She had saved Ruby, and now 

hero exists, and His name is Jesus. 
Perfectly selfl ess and willing to 
sacrifi ce, Jesus died a horrible 

death so we don’t have to. 
Earthly heroes give us a hint 

of who He is. Maybe 
that’s why we can’t resist 
a true story of heroism 
like Ruby’s.
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WHY? People love 
stories 

about heroes—even 
furry ones—because 

we are made to long 
for the ultimate 
hero, Jesus.

Corporal Daniel 
O’Neil and his 
partner Ruby 
pose in North 
Kingstown, 
Rhode Island.

Sergeant 
Gannon 

and Nero
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W hen authorities intercept illegal 
ivory shipments, biologist 

Samuel Wasser gets a call.
He � ies out to whichever country 

has called—Kenya, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia—to collect samples of 
the purloined elephant tusks. Then he 
analyzes the DNA those tusks contain. 
To Wasser, each one is a clue.

Wasser isn’t just a biologist. He’s a 
detective on the case, working to catch 
some of Africa’s slipperiest and most 
heinous criminals: elephant poachers. 

African elephants became an 
endangered species in 1976. A century 
ago, around � ve million elephants lived 
in Africa. Today, that number has fallen 
to just about 415,000.

For thousands of years, people 
have coveted elephant tusks for their 

smooth, white ivory. In recent decades, 
demand for ivory has increased, 
leading to more poaching than ever. 
International ivory trading became 
illegal in 1989, but the poaching didn’t 
stop. Every year, poachers ship almost 
1.1 million pounds of elephant tusks out 
of Africa. That’s as heavy as the Statue 
of Liberty. Twice.

God created a resource-� lled world 
for mankind to steward and enjoy. But 
as often happens, human greed warps 
God’s balance and leads to destruction. 
Still, God’s brilliant design might also 
hold the answer for catching these 
poachers. According to Wasser and his 
fellow researchers, tracking elephant 
DNA could crack the case.

Elephants live in familial herds. 
Individuals in those herds share some 

DNA. That means that DNA collected 
from elephant tusks can reveal an 
elephant’s home location to within just 
a few hundred miles. That makes it 
much easier to � gure out exactly 
where the poaching happened—no 
small task on a continent as large as 
Africa.

Most poachers work for larger 
criminal organizations. Authorities 
have a hard time connecting ivory 
shipments to those bigger groups. 
Catching small-time poachers is one 
thing, but catching the criminal leaders 
at the top? That’s a lot harder. 

But with Wasser’s research, 
authorities can connect di� erent ivory 
shipments to the same criminals. If 
they � nd identical DNA in two di� erent 
shipments, they know the same 
poachers were behind both. 

With the help of science, authorities 
have found that three groups are 
responsible for most elephant poaching. 
They’ve uncovered poaching hotspots 
in Tanzania, Kenya, Botswana, Gabon, 
and Republic of Congo. According to an 
agent from the O�  ce of Homeland 
Security Investigations, DNA research 
forms the backbone of multiple current 
poaching investigations across many 
di� erent countries. Authorities have 
already arrested two suspects. 

Wasser hopes his research will 
help catch the big-time criminals 
behind it all.
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WHY? God calls us to steward creation, but human greed destroys. His brilliant 
creation also gives us the tools to discover truth and seek justice.

Elephants play in Tanzania.

Each tusk 
is a clue.
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On February 24, Vladimir Putin 
invaded Russia’s western 

neighbor. World leaders sought to 
punish him for attacking Ukraine. To 
do so, they have targeted those who 
support Putin and profi t from his 
rule: Russia’s uber-wealthy oligarchs.

An oligarch is a businessperson 
who controls enough resources— 
often a monopoly—to infl uence a 
nation’s political system.

Stanislav Markus studies Russian 
oligarchs. He says many of these 
powerful elites emerged from dodgy 
sales of Russian government-owned 
businesses in the 1990s. The tycoons 
loaned the government money, and 
the government purposely didn’t 
repay them. That allowed the 
 oligarchs-in-the-making to seize the 
companies and sell stakes in them, 
mostly to themselves. The deals made 
both sides rich.

After coming to power in 2000, 
Putin supported more oligarch- 
making. It worked like this: 
 Businesspeople with stakes in 
important sectors like healthcare 
and defense overcharged the 
Russian government for services. 
They o� ered kickbacks (fi nancial 
bonuses or bribes) to o�  cials for 
looking the other way.

Before Putin, oligarchs often had 
the upper hand. They sometimes 
dictated policy to the Kremlin—the 

seat of Russia’s government. But 
Putin forced the oligarchs in some 
industries to sell stakes back to the 
state. He also gave favored status to 
state-owned corporations. These 
moves secured the Kremlin’s control 
over the economy—and over the 
oligarchs.

Today, many of Putin’s oldest and 
closest friends are oligarchs. They 
have helped Putin stay in power with 
their political and economic support.

For his part, Putin has allowed 
the oligarchs to operate nearly 
unrestrained, except by him. If they 
stay out of politics, the Kremlin 
leaves their unlawful profi ts alone. 
This corrupt relationship is the 

reason countries are penalizing the 
oligarchs.

“We are coming for your ill- 
begotten gains,” U.S. President Joe 
Biden says. He has promised to “seize 
your yachts, your luxury apartments, 
your private jets.”

In the United Kingdom, dozens of 
rich Russians have been sanctioned 
(punished) over the Ukraine invasion, 
including the owner of a popular 
English soccer club. The nations of 
the European Union, Australia, and 
famously neutral Switzerland have all 
punished oligarchs too.

People hope harsh and ongoing 
sanctions will demolish oligarchs’ 
wealth—and possibly prompt them to 

abandon Putin or even change 
the course of the war.

A ruler who lacks understand-
ing is a cruel oppressor, but he who 
hates unjust gain will prolong his 
days. — Proverbs 28:16

A
P

 P
H

O
TO

S

A
P

 P
H

O
T

O
S

11M AY/J U N E  2 0 2 2

WHY? Throughout history, leaders 
rise and fall according to the 

gracious plan of the God who rules over all.

Oligarch Alisher Usmanov (right) owns a media company that recently 
gained full control of Russia’s most popular social network, VKontakte.

A yacht belonging to Chelsea soccer club 
owner and sanctioned Russian oligarch Roman 
Abramovich is docked on the coast of Turkey.
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WHY? Recognizing the pattern of creation-fall-redemption-
restoration in earthly events is one way humans can not 
only improve di�  cult circumstances but also point others 
to the amazing grace of God’s eternal plan for humanity.

Ford Motor Co. has a new partnership. The automaker is 
joining tech company Google to transform a Detroit train 

station into a research hub. Will Ford + Google = Detroit 2.0?
In 1913, Michigan Central Station (MCS) opened. U.S. 

rail travel peaked during those early years. More than 200 
trains left the bustling MCS every day. For decades, it was 
a jewel of Detroit and the hub of rail transportation into 
and out of the city.

Less than two decades after opening, rail service from 
the inner city stopped. MCS sat stranded from much of the 
population. Automobiles had been fairly new when the 
building opened. Its design didn’t include plentiful parking. 
Yet those who drove to the station required parking.

The last train departed from MCS in 1988. Today, the 
abandoned station looms over the historic Corktown 
neighborhood just outside downtown Detroit. It has come 
to symbolize the city’s decline from America’s manufactur-
ing powerhouse to its largest urban bankruptcy. (See 
Housing Revival in Detroit at teen.wng.org/node/2685 for 
more on Detroit’s rise and fall.)

Enter Ford and Google. Ford bought the 18-story, 
500,000-square-foot train depot in 2018. Together with 
Google, Ford has plans for the derelict station. The project 
is called the Michigan Central Innovation District. A new 
plant focusing on electric and self-driving vehicles will 
include the defunct train depot and other nearby buildings.

In a way, MCS’s decline and opportunity for new 
purpose mirrors God’s creation-fall-redemption-
restoration story. Sin destroyed mankind’s relationship 
with the Creator, but God through Jesus’ sacrifi ce made 
reclamation and renewal possible. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.) 

In the 1920s, Ford founder Henry Ford devised plans 
for construction near MCS, but they never materialized. 
Now his great-grandson believes the district could 
transform “from a national punchline into a national 
treasure.”

“I was sick and tired of . . . having this [building] be the 
poster child for the decay of Detroit,” 

says Bill Ford, executive chair of 
Ford Motor Company. His 

company is pouring $1 billion 
into the project.

Google will open a lab 
on the 30-acre site to teach 
computer science to 
high school students. 

The goal is to ensure that people have the digital skills and 
coaching they need to succeed, says Ruth Porat, Google’s 
chief fi nancial o�  cer. “Michigan was at the forefront of 
the industrial revolution,” she 
says. “Now the world is in the 
midst of a digital revolu-
tion. And Michigan 
is front and center.”

“Innovation 
breeds innovation,” 
Mary Culler, president 
of Ford Fund, says of 
the innovation district. 
“I think it’s going to be a 
game-changer.”

The old depot will be 
a new kind of hub.
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WHY? Blockchain 
technology presents new possibilities 
for the future of the internet, but people 
still need to use their money with wisdom.

Amanda bought a house. 
But she didn’t go to 

the bank. She didn’t even 
meet the seller. Instead, 
she bought the house as 
an NFT.

Wait, slow down—
what’s an NFT?

NFT stands for “non-
fungible token,” which 
doesn’t explain much. 
“Non-fungible” means “one 
of a kind.” NFTs prove the 
authenticity of digital 
items, such as pictures and 
videos. When you buy an 
NFT, you tell the world, 
“This is the real one.” 
Other people might copy 
that cat picture or that 
funny GIF, but you own the 
original. Digital artists 
have made fortunes selling 
NFTs to online investors.

But one California-
based real estate company 
wants to o� er actual 
houses as NFTs. The 
company just sold 
the fi rst NFT house 
in Gulfport, Florida, 
for 210 Ether—about 
$652,000. (Ether is 
the cryptocurrency that 
is traded on the Ethereum 
digital blockchain.)

How can you buy a real 
house with a digital token? 
When you purchase a 
home, you purchase the 
property rights. You 
receive a piece of 
information that says, 
“This is my house.” You can 
turn that information into 
an NFT.

You still need a physical 
housing deed to prove 
home ownership to the 
non-digital world. But you 
can buy the rights to that 
deed as an NFT. The NFT 
owns the house, and when 
you buy the NFT, you get 
the house with it.

But why go through all 
that trouble?

With NFTs, you don’t 
need a bank to record the 
purchase. Buyers and 
sellers can trade directly. 
Blockchain technology 
keeps the record for you. 

This technology logs 
transactions in a 
digital ledger that 
can’t be changed. 
Every computer that 

uses the blockchain 
helps ensure the record 

stays trustworthy. Digital 
cryptocurrencies such as 

Ether, which Amanda 
used to purchase her 
house, use blockchain to 
prove their value.

Some believe NFTs will 
make home-buying simpler. 
Instead of going through 
long meetings with bankers 
and realtors, you buy a 
house with the click of a 
button. It’s almost as easy 
as ordering . . . several 
thousand pizzas.

But should 
buying a house 
be that 
simple? For 
most people, 
home 
purchasing is a 
life-changing 
fi nancial 
decision. Buying 
a house takes 
wisdom and 
preparation.

NFTs and 
cryptocurrencies 
carry their own risks 

too. They can drop in value 
without warning, so 
buying crypto can be like 
gambling.

Many believe that 
NFTs, cryptocurrency, and 
other blockchain technolo-
gies will play a huge role in 
our future. But for now, 
most home-buyers will still 
need to visit a local bank.
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Blockchain 
technology presents new possibilities 
for the future of the internet, but people 

and realtors, you buy a 
house with the click of a 
button. It’s almost as easy 
as ordering . . . several 
thousand pizzas.

But should 
buying a house 

most people, 

purchasing is a 
life-changing 

decision. Buying 
a house takes 

preparation.
NFTs and NFTs and 

cryptocurrencies 
carry their own risks carry their own risks 

our future. But for now, 
most home-buyers will still 
need to visit a local bank.

Non-Fungible House

NFTs can 
be unique 
digital 
images.

This house in Gulfport was sold as an NFT.

for the future of the internet, but people 
still need to use their money with wisdom.

WHY?
technology presents new possibilities 
for the future of the internet, but people 
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During World War II, German 
Nazis persecuted and killed 

millions of people simply because of 
their ethnicity. Now an organization 
that handles reparations for victims 
of Nazi terror says Germany will 
increase payments to Jews directly 
a� ected.

In the early 20th century, repara-
tions was a term for penalties. Often 
these were monetary payments 
determined by the victors of a war. 
Today, people view reparations mostly 
as compensation for human rights 
violations. These include payments to 
descendants after the fact. For 
example, some modern Native 
American tribes have received money 
for the injustices and abuses of early 
U.S. settlers in seizing tribal land. 

Appeals for slavery reparations 
have been called for since soon after 
the Civil War. Back then, payments 
would have gone to the formerly 
enslaved individuals. Sadly, that never 

happened. Some people still hope to 
see the distant descendants of 
enslaved persons given reparations.

World War II ended just about 77 
years ago. Since 1952, the German 
government has paid about $90 
billion to individuals for su� ering and 
losses infl icted by the Nazi regime.

Today, all living Holocaust 
survivors are elderly. Many su� er 
medical problems from being deprived 
of proper nutrition when they were 
young. Most survivors came out of the 
war with no belongings. Many still 
live in poverty today. Tragically, a 
large number of those survivors also 
live isolated, having lost entire 
families in the war.

Last year, the Conference on 
Jewish Material Claims Against 
Germany distributed $653 million. 
The money went to hundreds of social 
service agencies worldwide.

The agencies help frail and 
vulnerable Holocaust survivors who 

are still alive—not their descendants. 
They help ensure that home care, 
medical care, emergency aid, and food 
are available for those who need it.

This year, o�  cials of the Claims 
Conference will distribute another 
$720 million. The funds will help 
provide for approximately 120,000 
impoverished Holocaust survivors.

Gideon Taylor is the organiza-
tion’s president. “We are proud to 
announce this 
signifi cant 
allocation,” he 
says. It comes 
“at a time 
when these 
funds are 
critical, due to 
the age, poverty, 
and increasing disability of our 
waning survivor population.”

Whoever is generous to the poor 
lends to the Lord, and He will repay 
him for his deed. — Proverbs 19:17

Children stand 
behind barbed 
wire fencing in 
the Auschwitz 
concentration 

camp in Poland.
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WHY? Jesus says the poor 
will always be with 

us. (Matthew 26:11) Showing 
compassion and mercy toward the 
needy re� ects God’s own heart 
toward fellow image bearers.

Taylor
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Layaway is out. “Buy now, pay 
later” is in.

Need a new bike? Don’t want to 
spend all that money today? At some 
stores, you can take the bike home 
today and pay for it over time. Now 
this could even help you build a good 
credit reputation—and in today’s 
economy, that’s becoming critically 
important.

Imagine you’re buying something 
big—like a house or a car. Even if 
you’ve saved up, you probably need to 
borrow some money. You need a loan.

“But wait,” says the bank. “How 
do we know you’ll pay us back?”

The answer: Show the bank your 
credit score. Companies like FICO, 
TransUnion, and Equifax track 
individuals’ fi nancial history to 
 calculate this number. 
Your credit score 

tells lenders whether you can be 
trusted with their money.

In the past, many stores o� ered 
“layaway.” A store would hold an item 
for you while you paid it o�  in 
installments. Once the balance was 
paid o� , you took your item home. 

“Buy now, pay later” works like the 
name suggests. Like layaway, you pay 
o�  the purchase over time. But unlike 
layaway, there’s no waiting until you’re 
paid up to take your purchase home. 

Credit scoring companies are 
paying attention to “buy now, pay 
later.” If you’re trustworthy enough 
to pay o�  that bike, maybe you’re 
trustworthy enough to pay o�  a car 
or a house. 

In one way, this makes sense. 
Think about Jesus’ parable of the 

talents in Matthew 25. 
The master 

wanted to see how his servants 
handled a little money before he 
entrusted them with more.

But “buy now, pay later” can tempt 
people to overspend. If you don’t have 
enough money for that new game 
console, should you really buy it now? 
You think you can pay later, but what 
if you can’t?

That’s the danger of debt. When 
making “buy now, pay later” purchas-
es, buyers usually commit to a small 
number of payments. But for bigger or 
more frequent purchases—like those 
made on a credit card—some people 
get trapped in lifelong cycles of debt.

Conventional wisdom used to say 
“Avoid debt entirely! Don’t buy 
anything you can’t a� ord!” But today, 
if you’ve never used any credit at all, 
it might be impossible to show that 
you can handle a loan.

So how do you build credit if you 
don’t have credit to start with? By 
counting smaller “buy now, pay later” 
purchases, credit scoring companies 
can help people starting out to earn a 
good credit rating. Just take part with 
caution, restraint, and wisdom.

camp in Poland.
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WHY? It’s good to show that we 
can handle money wisely, 

but practices like “buy now, pay 
later” can easily tempt us to greed or 
recklessness with our � nances.
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In a Kabul neighborhood, boys kick a 
yellow ball around a dusty play-

ground. As they play, they seem alike. 
But the child named Sanam is di� er-
ent. At not quite eight years old, Sanam 
is a bacha posh—a girl living as a boy.

In Afghanistan, the ruling Taliban 
curtailed women’s freedoms. In the 
male-dominated society, females are 
kept mostly at home. Most women may 
not work, and most girls may not attend
public schools beyond primary school.

Bacha posh is a tradition that lets 
girls access the freer male world. A 
bacha posh dresses, behaves, and is 
treated as a boy, with all the liberties 
and duties that entails. The child can 
play sports, attend religious school, 
and work. But the freedom doesn’t 

last forever.
A few months ago, Sanam 
got a haircut, donned 

boys’ clothes, and took 

a boy’s name, Omid, opening up a new 
world. Playing soccer with boys, 
working a job, and even making direct 
eye contact are now acceptable for her. 
As she ages, she, like other bacha posh, 
must eventually revert to traditional 
gender roles—and lose their freedoms.

It’s unclear where the practice of 
bacha posh originated or how old it is. 
Because of its relative secrecy, it is 
impossible to know how widespread 
it might be.

The tradition is a puzzling, 
human-centered view of God’s design 
of male and female. (Genesis 5:2) Sadly, 
in years ahead, Sanam will likely face 
serious problems that stem from her 
society’s mistreatment of women.

The reasons parents want a bacha 
posh vary. Sons traditionally have 
more worth than daughters, so the 
practice usually occurs in families 
without a boy.

Last year, Sanam’s father lost his 
job. He began selling masks, making 
$1 to $2 per day. But he needed a 
helper.

The family has a son. But the 
11-year-old doesn’t have full use of his 
hands due to an injury. So the parents 
decided to make Sanam a bacha posh.

“Her father doesn’t have anyone 
to help him,” says Sanam’s mother. “I 
will consider her my son until she 
becomes a teenager.”

“I wear [male clothes], jeans and 
jackets, and go with my father and 
work,” Sanam says. She enjoys playing 
with her brother’s friends.

Sanam knows she’ll return to 
living like a girl someday: “When I 
grow up, I will let my hair grow and 
will wear girl’s clothes.”

Years ago, Najieh was a bacha 
posh. Now married with children, she 
weeps for her lost freedoms.

“In Afghanistan, boys 
are more valuable,” she says. 
“There is no oppression for 
them, and no limits.”

and work. But the freedom doesn’t 
last forever.

A few months ago, Sanam 
got a haircut, donned 

boys’ clothes, and took 
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SWHY? Oppressing part of their population 
helps Taliban leaders prop up their 

wicked government. Isaiah warns that God will 
“decide disputes for many peoples” (2:4) and 

rule “with justice and with righteousness.” (9:7)
GLOBE TREK

practice usually occurs in families posh. Now married with children, she 
weeps for her lost freedoms.

The Taliban � ag in Afghanistan in 2021

Sanam, center, sits with
Afghan boys as they read 
from the Quran during a class 
at a mosque in Kabul, Afghanistan.
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News of China is often 
dismal. Persecution of 

Uighurs, censorship, and 
threats to Taiwan are a few 
examples. But there’s good 
news too—and it’s about 
the Good News! God is 
growing His church there 
enormously. 

Hannah Nation is a 
witness. She studies the 
Chinese church with China 
Partnership and the Center 
for House Church Theol-
ogy. According to the World 
Christian Encyclopedia, she 
says, there were fewer than 
one million Christians in 
China in 1970. Today, there 
are likely between 70 and 
80 million.

In China, we “see 
the next chapter of 
church history being 
written,” Nation says. 

Christianity has a 
complex history in 
China. Western 
missionaries brought the 
gospel, but also unwelcome 
ties to colonialism and 
imperialist powers. Later, 
the 1949 Communist rise to 
power added regulations 
and upheaval. The govern-
ment wanted churches to 
pledge allegiance to the 
state. Some Christians 
complied; others refused. 
Around this time, the 
house church movement 
began. These networks of 
unregistered churches still 

exist alongside the o�  cial 
state church.

In 2018, China’s 
Communist Party estab-
lished more regulations. 
The government wants all 
religion under its authority. 
Some churches, like Early 
Rain Covenant Church in 
Chengdu, have been 
violently harassed in the 
last several years. Arrests 
are not uncommon. But 
rather than fi ght their 
oppressors, Chinese 
Christians seek to respond 
with repentance for their 
own sins and with kind-
ness. They evangelize—not 

just their 
neighbors 

but also 

their captors and others in 
prison. An arrest is an 
opportunity to love those 
hurting them and to 
proclaim Christ to all.

Wang Yi is Early Rain’s 
pastor. He has been 
imprisoned since 2018. This 
didn’t come as a surprise. 
Twelve days before Wang 
and his wife Jiang Rong 
were arrested, they wrote 
an annual letter to their 
congregation. Wang had 
plans. “If he is imprisoned, 
he will entrust everything 
to the Lord and start his 
personal prison ministry. If 
he is free, he will be even 
bolder in preaching . . .”

There is much to learn 
from Chinese Christians, 

Nation says. Despite facing 
persecution, they love 
China. “They see the gospel 
as the best gift they can 
give,” Nation says. Chinese 
Christians aren’t “super 
Christians.” They’re sinners 
dealing with often mun-
dane, everyday problems. 
But their trust in God 
means they are hopeful, not 
discouraged or defeated.

This su� ering, 
marginalized church 
without political power or 
privileges is one of the 
fastest growing in the world.
“If we’re discouraged about 
the church [at home], we 
need to look at what God is 
doing globally,” Nation 
says—especially in China.
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WHY? God is 
spreading 

His kingdom through 
the whole world, just 
as He said He would. 
This news has eternal 
consequences.

The Taliban � ag in Afghanistan in 2021

PRAYPRAY
for Chinese for Chinese 

Christians seeking to Christians seeking to 
serve God while facing serve God while facing 
persecution. Pray for persecution. Pray for 

Christians in your Christians in your 
country as well.country as well.

A worship service 
at a church in 

Chengdu, China

Hannah Nation
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Before the building of the Suez 
Canal, European merchants had 

two choices to get goods to and from 
Asia: Sail south around the Horn of 
Africa or haul their merchandise 
overland. Today, authorities plan to 
expand the man-made Suez Canal 
shortcut. The wider waterway should 
save time and avoid tricky jam-ups.

Egypt’s Suez Canal was complet-
ed in 1869. It divides Africa and Asia 
and joins the Mediterranean Sea to 
the Red Sea (two God-made water-
ways!) through the Isthmus of Suez. 
According to recent statistics, an 
average of about 52 vessels per day 
use the 120-mile canal to shorten 
their trips from Europe to Asia and 
back.

In 2021, the huge container ship 
Ever Given disrupted international 
shipping when it got stuck in the 
southern section of the canal for 
about a week. The ship had run 
aground after strong winds blew it 
o�  course. Operator error let the big 
vessel shift sideways across the 
canal. (See Ship Blocks Suez Canal at 
teen.wng.org/node/6711.)

At one point, more than 400 ships 
sat stranded in the channel. During 

the blockage, experts predicted that 
the bottleneck would likely a� ect 
almost the entire world’s economy—
especially shipments of crude oil.

Shortly after the incident, the 
Suez Canal Authority (SCA) began 
lengthening a portion of the famous 
canal. The portion chosen for 
expansion has a second lane. It 
allows for two-way tra�  c in a 
southern section of the canal near 
where Ever Given got stuck.

According to the SCA, the 
two-way portion of the canal will 
grow from 45 miles to 51 miles. 
Workers will also deepen parts of 
those lanes from 66 feet to 71 feet.

SCA Chairman Osama Rabie says 
widening the entire length of the 
Red Sea-Mediterranean link is too 
expensive.

Authorities predict the canal 
enlargement project will be fi nished 
in July 2023.

Rabie says the purpose of the 
expansion is to increase tra�  c 
safety, not speed. He says the time to 
pass through the canal will remain 
at 11 hours. It’s still a relatively quick 
trip—since the next fastest way 
usually takes about 10 days longer!

Ships carrying containers pass 
through the Suez Canal as 

excavators work on expanding it.
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WHY? Faster, farther, higher, deeper: Humans 
are constantly using their God-given 

intellect to try to advance some aspect of life on Earth.

Deeper and Wider Suez Canal

pass through the canal will remain 
at 11 hours. It’s still a relatively quick 
trip—since the next fastest way 
usually takes about 10 days longer!

Ships carrying containers pass 
through the Suez Canal as 

excavators work on expanding it.

  In 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte 
considered building a canal between 
the Mediterranean and Red Seas. But 
his “experts” incorrectly decided 
that the Red Sea was 30 feet higher 
than the Mediterranean and a canal 
would cause massive � ooding in 
Egypt. So Napoleon abandoned the 
idea.

  Sculptor Frédéric Auguste 
Bartholdi originally intended a 
statue of an Egyptian peasant 
woman holding a giant torch for the 
Mediterranean entrance of the canal. 
When his plan didn’t happen, he 
found another location—New York 
Harbor—for what is now known as 
the Statue of Liberty. 

  Frenchman and Suez Canal 
developer Ferdinand de Lesseps

once challenged English railway 
engineer Robert Stephenson 
to a duel after Stephenson 
criticized the canal project in 

the British Parliament.

M
O

H
A

M
E

D
 A

B
D

 E
L G

H
A

N
Y/R

EU
T

E
R

S
IN

SE
T: A

M
R

 A
B

D
A

LLA
H

 D
A

LSH
/R

EU
T

E
R

S

Cargo ships 
enter the 
Suez Canal 
from the 
Red Sea.
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Parts of Maceio, the 
capital of Brazil’s 

Alagoas state, once buzzed 
with sounds of cars, 
 commerce, and children 
playing. Today, it’s mostly 
silent. Mining in the city has 
left buildings unsafe—yet 
some residents refuse to move.

Dozens of cavities beneath homes 
and businesses are the legacy of four 
decades of rock salt mining. Digging 
caused the soil to settle and the 
structures above to crumble. Since 
2020, communities have collapsed 
too, as tens of thousands of residents 
accepted payments to relocate.

Braskem is one of the largest 
petrochemical companies in the 
Americas. Braskem o� ers to pay 
families to uproot and start over 
elsewhere. The company isn’t 
outright evicting anyone. But those 
hanging on in Maceio say it feels that 
way. By Braskem’s count, more than 
14,000 homes stand vacant.

A few holdouts remain. Several 
say they imagine the ground under 
their feet looks like Swiss cheese.

The payment from Braskem 
wasn’t enough for Natalícia Gon-
çalves, and she felt too old to start 
fresh. But her neighbors all took the 
money and left. Now she lives inside a 
makeshift fortress behind boards and 
plants aimed at deterring would-be 
burglars.

“They’ve already done everything 
to force me to go, but I have my 
rights,” she says. “I’m afraid, 
 especially at night. . . . I protect 
myself with my plants, but I’m alone, 
with God.”

God often uses problems to reveal 
truth. Brokenness and decay—even 
when the result of human mistakes—

can remind Christians that He is 
always near. (Hebrews 13:5)

Braskem set aside about $1 billion 
for relocation, compensation of 
residents and local employees, and 
facilities like schools and hospitals. It 
will spend more for closing and 
monitoring the salt mines and other 
city planning measures.

Braskem CEO Roberto Lopes 
Pontes Simões seems happy to have 
relocated nearly everyone from the 
a� ected neighborhoods. After all, no 
house has been swallowed by 
 sinkholes, nor any person killed.

That doesn’t mean there’s no 
heartache, says Adriana Capretz. 
She’s part of a group monitoring area 

neighborhoods. She 
sees the tragedy as 
more than the physical 
disaster. She considers 
also the loss of commu-
nity and believes “none 
of that is being consid-
ered by Braskem.”

Quitéria Maria da 
Silva and her grandson 
play dominos beneath 
the only working 
lamppost on their 
street. Da Silva says 
she’ll leave for a certain 
amount. But then asks, 
“If I have to leave here, 
where will I go?”

When I am afraid, I 
put my trust in you. 
— Psalm 56:3
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Urban 
Mining 
Empties 
a ’Hood

considered building a canal between 
the Mediterranean and Red Seas. But 

Mediterranean entrance of the canal. 

once challenged English railway 

criticized the canal project in 
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WHY? God is 
always near. 

You can trust Him to 
keep His promise never 
to abandon His own.

Abandoned homes in Maceio, Brazil

Natalícia 
Gonçalves in 
her fortress

Quitéria Maria 
da Silva and 
her grandson 
play dominos.
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A
continues. Vladimir Putin’s aim to 
force a speedy surrender failed. 
Ukraine’s key weapon appears to be a 
former television actor-comedian—the 
Ukrainian president.

up in a Russian-speaking Ukrainian 
Jewish family. His family has experi-
enced extremists and war before: Nazis 
murdered his great-grandparents and 
three great-uncles during the Holocaust. 

in a Ukrainian comedy TV series. It 
featured a high school teacher 

would become fact.

Ukraine’s president for real. (See TV 

node/5328.) Even before Russia’s actual 
invasion, the comedian-turned-leader 
had his hands full with cyberattacks, 
naval clashes, and tensions with Russia.

on February 24, Zelenskyy 
rallied his people—and 
impressed his 
Western counter-
parts. He remained 

Michael Gruenbaum is a Holocaust survivor. He wants 
others to remember that deplorable time. But the 

lessons he’s learned have nothing to do with payback and 
everything to do with character.

Born in 1930, Gruenbaum grew up in a Jewish family in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia.

On March 15, 1939, Nazis overtook Prague. They forced 
the Gruenbaums into a Jewish ghetto. This enclosed district 
with poor living conditions was designed to isolate Jews 
from the rest of society. The family relinquished all valuable 
belongings—books, rugs, art, jewelry. It was humiliating.

The family’s plight worsened. In 1941, Nazis executed 
Michael’s father for helping Czechs send valuables out of the 
country before the Nazis arrived.

The next year, Nazi authorities sent Michael, his mother, 
and his sister to Terezín, a concentration camp.

Michael roomed with 40 other boys. Some days found 
Terezín’s children at drama rehearsals and soccer games. 
Other days, the whole camp awaited the horrible news of 
who would be sent to Auschwitz—a Nazi death camp.

Three times, the Gruenbaums’ names were on the list. 
Each time, the family evaded being sent.

Michael’s mother, Margaret Gruenbaum, had a job at 
Terezín. It included sewing Christmas gifts for Nazi o�  cers 
to give to their families.

In October 1944, the Gruenbaums again appeared on the 
list for transport. Margaret made a last-ditch e� ort. 
She informed her boss that if she left, Christmas 
teddy bears wouldn’t be completed. Thinking only 
of the gifts, a guard ordered the Gruenbaums 
pulled from the Auschwitz-bound train.

Gruenbaum still cherishes one of the bears he 
says saved his life.

On May 8, 1945, the Russian Army liberated Terezín. The 
Gruenbaums moved back to Prague but � ed in 1948, two 
weeks after communists took over.

During a two-year stop in Cuba, Michael completed high 
school.

In 1950, the family immigrated to the United States. 
Michael graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology—eight years after leaving Terezín.

Gruenbaum served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War, earned a master’s degree, married, had three sons, and 

launched a successful consulting � rm.
He wrote a children’s book about 

his life. It � owed from a desire “to let 
people know what happened and keep 
the Holocaust memory alive.”

Mistreatment and prejudice could 
be defeating. Instead, Gruenbaum is 
resilient.

People ask what he gained from his 
experiences. His answers reveal his 
character: “Don’t ever get married to 
your possessions,” he says, relating 
how his family had their belongings 
taken repeatedly. He adds, “Don’t ever 
accept no for an answer. . . . You just 
have to keep trying and trying.”
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WHY? The concepts of 
holding earthly 

treasure loosely and working 
heartily are biblical. (Luke 
12:15, Colossians 3:23) What 
happens after that is up to 
the Judge of all the Earth. 

Documents from 
1944 that order 
Margaret Gruen-

baum and her 
children Michael 
and Marietta be 
released from a 

transport to 
Auschwitz

Gruenbaum and his 
teddy bear

Gruenbaum, age 6
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As of the writing of this article, 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

continues. Vladimir Putin’s aim to 
force a speedy surrender failed. 
Ukraine’s key weapon appears to be a 
former television actor-comedian—the 
Ukrainian president.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (1978-) grew 
up in a Russian-speaking Ukrainian 
Jewish family. His family has experi-
enced extremists and war before: Nazis 
murdered his great-grandparents and 
three great-uncles during the Holocaust. 

In 2015, Zelenskyy landed the lead 
in a Ukrainian comedy TV series. It 
featured a high school teacher 
suddenly elected president of Ukraine. 
No one realized how quickly fi ction 
would become fact.

In 2019, Zelenskyy became 
Ukraine’s president for real. (See TV 
Star Ukraine Prez at teen.wng.org/
node/5328.) Even before Russia’s actual 
invasion, the comedian-turned-leader 
had his hands full with cyberattacks, 
naval clashes, and tensions with Russia.

Yet when Russia invaded 
on February 24, Zelenskyy 
rallied his people—and 
impressed his 
Western counter-
parts. He remained 

in the capital of Kyiv despite a 
probable target on his back.

Remember Jehoshaphat, king of 
Judah? Three countries invaded. 
His people wanted him to save them. 
But Jehoshaphat told God: “We are 
powerless. Our eyes are on you.” 
(2 Chronicles 20:12)

This is the gospel! Humans cannot 
save themselves. Deliverance comes 
only from God.

That this newcomer, campaigning 
mostly on social media, could claim the 
country’s top o�  ce doubtless agitated 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. The 
old-guard member of the Cold War era 
has had hopes set on recovering territory 
lost when the Soviet Union dissolved.

As the war drags on, Zelenskyy 
continues appealing to leaders around 
the world. He regularly speaks via 
teleconference to representatives in 
several countries, including the 
United States, Britain, Canada, Israel, 
Japan, and the European Union.

Zelenskyy pleads for a no-fl y zone 
over Ukraine. So far, no country 

has consented, fearing that 
would prompt further 

aggression from 
Russia. But some 
believe his sky-high 

request makes appeals for money and 
weapons more agreeable.

Meanwhile, he isn’t buying Putin’s 
verbal promises to pull back—“not a 
single beautiful phrase.”

Zelenskyy, his wife, Olena, 17-year-
old daughter, and nine-year-old son 
have all remained in Ukraine. His 
answer to an evacuation o� er? “I need 
ammunition, not a ride.”

“The war has transformed the 
former comedian from [an unsophisti-
cated] politician with delusions of 
grandeur into a bona fi de statesman,” 
says Melinda Haring. She is a member 
of an American political think tank.

Haring believes folks could 
criticize Zelenskyy for dragging his 
feet on making political reforms and 
strengthening Ukraine’s border with 
Russia. But she says Zelenskyy “has 
demonstrated enormous physical 
courage, refusing to sit in a bunker but 
instead traveling openly with soldiers.” 
Haring praises his “unwavering 
patriotism that few expected.”

She adds, “He has been unmovable.”
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WHY?
Wars are no surprise to 

God, who is still sovereignly 
working out His plan of creation-

fall-redemption-restoration—
often using unlikely characters 
as He ful� lls His will on Earth.

President Zelenskyy is 
seen on the streets of 
Kyiv, on April 1, 2022.

PRAY for unjust war to cease, for 
the preservation of human 

life, and for fearful and su� ering 
people to put their trust in God.
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Scientist David Holland appreciates 
nature. He even enjoys the stark 

whiteness of a deserted glacier, with 
only the sounds of wind and an 
occasional seagull accompanying it. 
Holland’s current focus is Antarctica’s 
giant Doomsday Glacier—specifi cally, 
What happens if the whole formation 
slides into the ocean?

A glacier is a body of thick ice so 
heavy that the massive crystallized 
deposit moves under its own weight. 
God designed glaciers to form 
wherever snow buildups outpace 
melting. The process takes many years 
or even centuries.

At 75 miles across, Thwaites 
Glacier is one of the largest glaciers in 
Antarctica. Scientists refer to it as the 
Doomsday Glacier because they 
believe it could fl ood the entire Earth 
should it collapse or melt entirely.

Christians know that God alone 
knows the time of Earth’s end—and that

He controls the seas and the climate. 
(Psalm 95:5) So fearing Doomsday—or 
the Doomsday Glacier—is needless.

Scientists from around the world 
are part of a multi-year study of 
Thwaites. What worries them is that 
the leading edge of Thwaites is 
breaking apart in many places. Even 
though total collapse could take 
hundreds or thousands of years, the 
edge is falling apart now.

They’d hoped to examine Thwaites 
for the brief time during which the 
remote ice is reachable in the Decem-
ber-March Antarctic summer.

But Thwaites thwarted them.
A large iceberg sheared o�  from 

the glacier late last year. The iceberg 
and sea ice blocked two research ships 
carrying dozens of scientists. Plans 
haven’t stopped but they are currently 
on ice (literally).

Holland planned to drill through 
the Thwaites ice shelf to measure the 

water temperature below it. He’d 
hoped to learn about warm ocean 
water nibbling away at Thwaites from 
below. Instead, he’s trying to make the 
best of the situation by studying the 
nearby Dotson ice shelf.

The ice shelf “is the most important 
part of Thwaites and it’s protecting 
itself and hiding from us,” Holland 
says.

“Nobody can get to Thwaites this 
year,” Holland says. “We tried to cut 
through [the ice] for a week. Couldn’t 
do it.”

Scientists disagree about what 
could happen if Thwaites collapses 
entirely. Some surmise it could raise 
seas around the globe more than two 
feet. They also disagree about how 
long such a collapse could take.

Ice scientist Ian Joughin says, “We 
need to take these glaciers seriously 
without sounding like Chicken Little.”
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WHY? God the Creator 
designed Earth 

to re� ect His glory to its 
inhabitants. The power of a 
glacier allows people to see 
God’s might and creativity—
and to remember His control.

Thwaites 
Glacier

South 
America

Africa

Antarctica

Australia

      A section of the 
Thwaites Glacier in 
Antarctica
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Dozens of slippery black creatures 
with friendly smiles slither 

through the grass in a park in Mexico 
City, Mexico. People in traditional 
Mexican clothing play drums and 
burn incense. Then the axolotls 
(pronounced ax-oh-lot’ls in English, 
and something close to ah-SHO-luhts
in the Nahuatl language) are released 
into nearby water.

The amphibians are critically 
endangered. Mayors from six of 
Mexico City’s boroughs joined e� orts 
to maintain the axolotls’ environment 
in the southern lake of Xochimilco. 
Nearby, around 70 breeding centers 
have popped up in the past few years.

Unlike most salamanders, axolotls 
typically retain most of their juvenile 
characteristics, such as keeping their 
feathery gills (while also developing 
lungs) and spending most of their 
time in water. They don’t metamor-
phose for a land-based adult life, 
though they can grow up to a foot 
long. They live only in the freshwater 
Lake Xochimilco and nearby canals. 

Most wild axolotls are dark- 
colored—brown, gray, or 
black. But they’ve 
also become 
popular pets. 
The captive 

animals are usually white and pink, 
caused by a genetic mutation.

But one of their most astonishing 
attributes is the ability to regrow 
damaged limbs, hearts, spinal cords, 
and even parts of their brains. 
Remarkably, they don’t scar. Scarring 
can prevent tissue from regenerating. 
Imagine if you could do that! Scien-
tists breed the species to study how 
organs develop as well as how this 
regeneration works. 

Why are these beloved creatures 
in such a bad spot? Polluted water and 
loss of habitat from droughts or 
human encroachment decimated the 
wild population. Researchers have 
discovered that axolotls can also 
absorb oxygen through their skin—
making them particularly vulnerable 
to dirty water. While there 
are plenty of pet and lab 
axolotls, there are likely less 
than 1,000 left in the wild. 
People breed the creatures 
in captivity, but the limited 
breeding pool leaves them 
vulnerable to disease.

The Mexico City project 
is called Ajolotón. The 

goal is to preserve 
the population 

by releasing 

captive-bred axolotls into the wild. 
Critics complain that the water where 
the salamanders were released is too 
dirty, so they likely could not survive.

But people are trying to help in 
other ways too. According to National 
Geographic, community organizer 
Dionisio Eslava Sandoval is trying to 
restore chinampas. Those are small, 
artifi cial islands built for growing 
crops. They make good habitats for 
axolotls.

And God made . . . everything that 
creeps on the ground 
according to its 
kind. And God 
saw that it 
was good. 
— Genesis 
1:25
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WHY? All of God’s creation should be studied 
and valued, but axolotls are particularly 

fascinating and worth preserving. They may help 
scientists make medical advances one day.

Antarctica

Australia

In Aztec 
legend, the god Xolotl 

transformed himself into an 
axolotl to hide and avoid his sacri� ce 

at the hands of his fellow gods. He was 
still discovered, captured, and killed.

Workers restore 
chinampas in a 
canal in Mexico.

Axolotl is 
Aztec for 

‘water dog.’ 

Journalists 
take photos 

as axolotls 
are released 

into canals in 
Mexico City.
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For centuries, people have feared 
being judged for speech disorders. 

Globally, about 70 million people 
stutter. Recent research reveals that 
genetics and brain di� erences may 
cause this oft-misunderstood condition.

Historians have documented 
stuttering (or stammering) in ancient 
China, Greece, and Rome. Famous 
stutterers include Winston Churchill, 
Shaquille O’Neal, Lewis Carroll, and 
President Joe Biden. Some Jewish 
scholars believe the biblical Moses 
stammered!

Many people incorrectly believe 
people stutter because they’re nervous, 
shy, unintelligent, or traumatized—and 
if they tried harder, they could stop.

Holly Nover grew up trying to 
hide her stutter. “I was very self- 
conscious,” she says. “So I developed 
habits to switch my words so it 
wouldn’t be noticed.”

Modern genetic science and brain 
imaging have begun providing clues 
to what causes stuttering. Researchers 
identifi ed the fi rst genes strongly 
linked to stuttering more than a 
decade ago.

More recently, University of 
Delaware speech disorder researcher 
Ho Ming Chow began looking at 3- to 
5-year-olds. That’s when many kids 
begin stuttering, with about 80% 
outgrowing it.

Chow and his colleagues found 
genetic mutations related to stuttering 

are linked to 
physical brain 
abnormalities. 
These can a� ect 
communication, 
sensory information sorting, 
and coordination. Excess levels of a 
certain chemical in the brain may 
also contribute to speech disorders.

“We know stuttering has a really 
strong genetic component,” Chow 
says. Though several genes may be 
involved and the exact genetic causes 
may vary by child, “they probably 
a� ect the brain in a similar way.”

Speech therapy is the modern 
mainstay of stuttering treatment. But 
medicines could be approved for 
stuttering in the next few years.

Dr. Gerald Maguire is a California 
psychiatrist involved in research that 
tests possible medications to control 
stuttering. 

Nover, a speech pathologist active 
in the National Stuttering Associa-
tion, says many people will likely be 
interested in such treatments—but not 
her. She’s happy after having accepted 
her stuttering. However, she would 
consider allowing her 10-year-old son 
to try such treatments when he’s older.

Meanwhile, 14-year-old Brayden 
Harrington doesn’t want stuttering 
meds. He feels taking medicine is 
“taking away part of your personality.” 
Brayden believes that without his 

stutter, he wouldn’t have decided 
to become a speech and 

language pathologist or 
written an inspirational 
children’s book.

Brayden met an promi-
nent fellow stutterer in 2020. 
He and then-candidate Joe 

Biden talked for an hour. The 
President gave Brayden some 

sage advice: “[Stuttering] does 
not defi ne you. . . . You can be much 

more than you see yourself as.”
Dr. Maguire says, “By understand-

ing the biology, we’re going to 
decrease the stigma.”
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WHY? God made humans 
in His own image, 

and yet He made each individual 
unique. Consider what that says 
about the beauty and complex-
ity of the Creator—and about 
how we should treat those with 
di� erences!

The Science behind Stuttering

Aristotle

EXPLAIN IT

NOTABLE STUTTERERS

Brayden 
and Mr. 
Biden

Holly Nover and 
her son Colton
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Might one Amelia Earhart mystery
be solved? A leather helmet sold 

at auction in February. According to 
auction o�  cials, the headpiece went 
to an anonymous bidder for a sky-high 
$825,000. Why? It once belonged to 
celebrated aviatrix Amelia Earhart.

Earhart was just a passenger in 
June 1928 when she became the fi rst 
woman on board a plane crossing the 
Atlantic. Photos shot before and after 
the fl ight show her sporting a jaunty 
leather helmet or fl ight cap.

Earhart wore the same helmet the 
following year in the Women’s 
National Air Derby, an all-female race 
from Santa Monica, California, to 
Cleveland, Ohio. Thousands of 
spectators greeted Earhart when she 
landed her single-engine plane. Her 
helmet and goggles vanished in the 
crush of people.

In 1937, Earhart and her navigator, 
Fred Noonan, disappeared over the 
Pacifi c Ocean during a daring attempt 
to circumnavigate the globe. Earhart’s 
pioneering spirit has made her one of 
the most celebrated pilots of all time.

After Earhart’s disappearance, her 
goggles turned up—minus the lenses—
and entered the Smithsonian archives. 
But the helmet seemed lost forever.

Anthony Twiggs knew exactly 
where it was. He recounts a story that 
he’d no doubt heard often from his 
mother, Ellie:

In 1929, young Ellie Brookhart and 
a group of school friends were in the 
Cleveland crowd hoping to catch a 
glimpse of Earhart. Ellie related that 
a boy who liked her found Earhart’s 
leather helmet on the ground and 
gave it to her.

Twiggs inherited the helmet after 
his mother’s death more than 20 

years ago. He repeatedly tried to 
prove that the fl ight cap he received 
from his mother was Earhart’s. Yet 
experts always questioned his story.

The doubts vanished last fall. 
Twiggs authenticated the helmet with 
John Robinson of Resolution Photo-
match, a leader in photo authentica-
tion. According to Robinson, Twiggs’ 
helmet matches perfectly the 
 creasing and worn-out patches of 
Earhart’s as seen in photos taken 
before and after her 1928 fl ight.

Heritage Auctions accepted the 
Earhart helmet as genuine. The 
group expected it to bring upwards 
of $80,000. To everyone’s surprise, 
the object plucked from the dirt 
fetched 10 times that.

“My mother kept it for Amelia. 
She thought it was the neatest thing,” 
Twiggs says. In fact, it seems Ellie 
never even mentioned the gift giver’s 
name. “He didn’t impress her that 
much, but the helmet did.”

Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven. . . . For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be. 
— Matthew 6:19-21
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God made humans 
in His own image, 

and yet He made each individual 
unique. Consider what that says 
about the beauty and complex-

how we should treat those with 

WHY? God created 
humans to be 

amazed at heroic feats and to enjoy 
possessing objects that remind us of 
those achievements. But we must take 
caution against attaching too much 
signi� cance to earthly treasures.

Earhart Helmet Goes Sky-High
prove that the fl ight cap he received 

experts always questioned his story.

Twiggs authenticated the helmet with 
John Robinson of Resolution Photo-
match, a leader in photo authentica-
tion. According to Robinson, Twiggs’ 

She thought it was the neatest thing,” 

never even mentioned the gift giver’s 

Lay up for yourselves treasures in 

Earhart Helmet Goes Sky-High

Earhart 
wearing the 

helmet in 
Newfoundland 

in 1928

The last plane that was piloted by Earhart

Earhart’s 
helmet 
today

humans to be 
amazed at heroic feats and to enjoy 
possessing objects that remind us of 

5WT22_24-25_EXP.indd   255WT22_24-25_EXP.indd   25 4/11/22   12:18 PM4/11/22   12:18 PM



A�cutting-edge implant allows 
some paralyzed patients to walk, 

swim, and cycle again. Epidural 
electrical stimulation (EES) uses 
artifi cial intelligence to trigger the 
spinal cord to activate torso and leg 
muscles. The next step could be 
linking the brain directly with 
various parts of the body.

Our Creator designed the amazing 
human body with order and preci-
sion. (Colossians 1:16) When break-
downs happen, scientists often 
borrow God’s blueprint to improve 
human life.

“Our stimulation algorithms are 
still based on imitating nature,” says 
neuroscientist Grégoire Courtine. He 

co-led the research with neurosur-
geon Jocelyne Bloch.

“We can activate the spinal cord 
like the brain would do naturally to 
have the patient stand, walk, swim, or 
ride a bike,” Courtine says. Patients in 
the study were all able to stand and 
walk just one day after the device’s 
activation.

Here’s how EES works: Doctors 
attach soft leads (wires leading to/
from an electrical 
device) under-
neath a patient’s 
vertebrae. They 
connect the leads 
to a pacemaker 
inserted into the 

patient’s abdomen. The patient 
activates the leads with remote 
controls on a walker and a wirelessly 
connected tablet. The tablet forwards 
signals to the pacemaker, and the 
pacemaker stimulates specifi c nerve 
cells, allowing the patient to move.

Michael Roccati completely 
severed his spinal cord in a motorbike 
crash. The 29-year-old has had no 
feeling in his legs for over four years.

He became 
part of the EES 
trial. Bloch 
implanted leads 
on his spinal cord.

Later, Roccati 
tried the system. 
He pressed the 
button on the 
right side of his 
walker and took a 
step forward with 
his left leg. He 

did the same thing with the left 
button, and his right foot moved 
forward. Roccati was walking!

“The fi rst few steps were incredi-
ble—a dream come true!” Roccati 
exclaims. “I’ve been through some 
pretty intense training,” he says. “I 
can now go up and down stairs, 
and I hope to be able to walk one 
kilometer [just over half a mile] by 
this spring.”

Two other patients have also 
successfully tested the new system.

At this time, the device cannot be 
used every day. But it could expand 
the activities those with severe spinal 
injuries can participate in.

Although pleased with the EES 
results, scientists are already looking 
ahead at what could still be done.

“The next step is to start earlier, 
just after the injury, when the 
potential for recovery is much larger,” 
Bloch says.

The EES team also hopes to 
artifi cially re-link the spinal cord and 
the brain directly. Someday, walking 

could start with 
thought 
alone—no 
computer 
needed.

nerve 
cell
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Michael 
Roccati can 
walk again.

WHY? God designed every atom in the universe—as well as how 
those atoms interact. Humans are still learning from what He 

made and harnessing that knowledge to do acts of mercy.

Courtine shows the soft leads that are 
implanted on a paitient’s spinal cord.
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Researchers are making 
steps to close the gap 

between donor organ supply 
and demand. They’ve made 
a breakthrough in address-
ing the cause of organ 
rejection—and that could 
make more organs accept-
able for transplant into 
patients awaiting a life-
saving match.

Donor organs have been 
in short supply for nearly 
two decades. This supply 
chain challenge is not 
related to ships, trucks, or 
trains. It’s due mainly to 
the matching process. 

Organ transplants are 
tricky. A many-pieced 
puzzle involving size, 
tissue health, previous 
infections—even freezer 
burn—must be solved to 
make a match that will 
help, rather than harm, the 
recipient. Another major 
piece of that puzzle relates 
to three little letters: A, B, 
O . . . oh yeah, and “Rh.”

Huh?
Blood type. Unless your 

parents wrote it down at 
birth or you have needed 
surgery or a transfusion, 
you may not know yours. 
But this seemingly simple 
piece of information, not 
even as unique as a 
fi ngerprint, is of extreme 
importance in life-or-death 
situations.

Blood types are 
determined by the 
presence of either a sugar 
or protein (called antigens) 
on the surface of our red 
blood cells. But the word 
antigen broadly refers to 
“any substance which 
triggers an immune 
response.” That’s a re-
sponse in which the body 
seeks to fi ght o�  what it 

perceives as an invader. 
(See Family Self-Tests for 
Science at teen.wng.org/
node/6355 for more on 
immunity.)

While good in fi ghting 
o�  a virus or a bacterium, 
when it comes to food or 
pollen, this response is 
called an allergy. When 
related to an organ or other 
tissue transplant, it is 
called rejection. (See Pig 
Heart Sustains Man’s Life 
at teen.wng.org/
node/7390.)

Foreign agents—ahem, 
“antigens”—are key to 
understanding the process 
of organ rejection. Blood 
types A, B, and AB all leave 

antigen material 
behind on organs. 
Blood type O, 
which is antigen-
free, can be 
universally used. 
The same rule 
applies to organs.

In the face of 
blood and organ 
shortages, 

wouldn’t it be great to have 
more of the universal type?

That is exactly why the 
study results are so excit-
ing. Honing their e� orts 
through trial on a pair of 
lungs (the most challenging 
organ to transplant), 
scientists used digestive-
tract enzymes to strip the 
antigens from the organ. 
The antigen-trimmed lungs 
transformed to become like 
the base-model blood type 
O: universal . . . able to be 
used by all.

Amidst a pandemic-
related blood supply crisis 
and continued donor organ 
shortage, the positive 
result couldn’t be more 
timely. For those awaiting 
lung transplants, the news 
is a breath of fresh air.
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These lungs are 
being treated with 

enzymes to become 
more universal.

Do you know 
your blood 

type?

Blood types are 
determined by the 

presence of antigens 
on red blood cells.

A antigen

A

B antigen

B

B antigen

AB O

A antigen

Jesus commanded 
His disciples to love one 
another with a radically 

generous love (see John 15). 
We as His disciples pray for 
those involved in life-giving 

research and ask how we 
might serve in His 

perfect timing.

Leftover antigen 
material on donor organs 

can cause rejection.
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ROAD TO TABLE APP   
Tender, tasty, and delicious. That’s the 

verdict on the prized backstrap steaks Jaden 
Bales prepared—from fresh mule deer roadkill. 

And why not? Roadkill is local and organic. Bales 
claimed the deer thanks to a new Wyoming mobile 

app. It helps get meat from the road to the table while 
it’s fresh. State wildlife and highway o�  cials rolled out the 

app this winter when Wyoming joined another 30 or so states 
that let people collect roadkill for food. When a motorist reports 
a collision with an animal, an app user can claim it, haul it home, 
and clean it up for dinner. For safety reasons, roadkill may not be 
collected after dark, along interstates, or in construction zones. 
National parks are o� -limits too. The Wyoming app may reduce 
animal injury in the long run. Data collected helps o�  cials decide 
where to install wildlife crossing warning signs.

NFTS YOU CAN WEAR   
As non-fungible tokens gain popularity, 
you might need not only a virtual wallet 
but a virtual closet too! The new trend for 
2022: wearable NFTs. Big-name brands 
are launching crypto fashion collections 

that draw in millions of 
dollars. Think Gucci, 
Nike, Louis Vuitton . . . 
So how does it work? 
The application is broad. 
From augmented reality 
to dressing up your digital 

avatar to collecting NFT 
jewelry, users can 
digitally “wear” all 

manner of fashion assets 
in virtual worlds. In the real 

world, watches show it o� , and 
backpacks with built-in digital 

screens to display your bling are in the 
works too. And virtual fashionistas are on 
board. Google searches for “NFT fashion” 
increased by 7900% over two years!

A NYC ODD COUPLE   Once 
bitter rivals, Uber and New York City’s 
traditional yellow cabs are waving the 
white � ag and calling a truce. What’s 
more, they’re teaming up. With both 
businesses hit by driver shortages—
and a surge in food delivery requests—
a partnership has emerged. Uber has 
added the yellow taxis to its app. The 
arrangement will boost the total 
number of rides available to residents 
and tourists in the city. And it gives 
NYC cabbies access to a massive pool 
of commuters who already use the 
Uber phone app. NYC is the largest 
American market for Uber. But the 
iconic yellow taxis are a part of the 
cultural fabric of the Big Apple too.

Hypebrother makes 
a backpack for 
showing o�  
NFTs.

The outline of a deer that was 
struck by a car and claimed 
for food using the roadkill app.

Taxis lined up in NYC

ROAD TO TABLE APP
Tender, tasty, and delicious. That’s the 

verdict on the prized backstrap steaks Jaden 
Bales prepared—from fresh mule deer roadkill. 

And why not? Roadkill is local and organic. Bales 
claimed the deer thanks to a new Wyoming mobile 

app. It helps get meat from the road to the table while 
it’s fresh. State wildlife and highway o�  cials rolled out the 

app this winter when Wyoming joined another 30 or so states 
that let people collect roadkill for food. When a motorist reports 
a collision with an animal, an app user can claim it, haul it home, 
and clean it up for dinner. For safety reasons, roadkill may not be 
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From augmented reality 
to dressing up your digital 

manner of fashion assets 
in virtual worlds. In the real A Gucci 

NFT
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BRAIN CONNECTION   Brain science has given a voice to the voiceless. 
Every year, doctors diagnose around 6,000 patients worldwide with amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS). The disease shuts down communication between the brain and the 

muscles. In later stages, ALS patients lose the ability to 
communicate entirely. But scientists at the University of 

Tübingen in Germany have made a breakthrough. In 2018, 
they surgically implanted two electrodes into the brain 
of a now 36-year-old ALS patient. Today, he can spell 
out sentences on a computer, using just his mind. It 
takes him a minute for every character. But now he 
can say “I love you” to his son!

QUIZ MY READING:1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a,WORDS TO BANK:1. a, 2. c, 3. a, 4. c, 5. b, 6. a,VIZ QUIZ:1) B & D; 2) 3,MIND STIR:Answers will vary but 
may include: 1) Some Afghan families might participate because they need the actual physical help daughters can provide for the household 
if they were not restricted by religious and governmental rules; Some may participate because they want their daughters to live fuller, freer 
lives; Some may refuse because they believe the rules that limit female roles, freedoms, and responsibilities are right. 2) Christians can and 
should rejoice to learn that the church is growing in China, but we should also pray for persecution to be limited and bearable, and always 
used for God’s glory. We should pray for the persistence of faith and strength for all believers, especially for those who are persecuted.

BRITAIN WITHDRAWS HONG KONG JUDGES  
British judges have sat on the top court in Hong Kong ever since the territory 
was returned to China in 1997. But perhaps for not much longer. Four British 
judges in the last year have withdrawn from serving in Hong Kong—the most 
recent two in late March. Continuing would legitimize the current Chinese 
oppression in the former colony, says the British government. China’s Commu-
nist Party has steadily worked to assert control in Hong Kong and to silence 
independent voices there. The UK’s judges had remained in service on the 
Court of Final Appeal in an e� ort to safeguard the rule of law in the city. But 
as that rule of law becomes increasingly oppressive, Britain says ruling on that 
law is “no longer tenable.”

Z
E

VA
: N

IT
Y

IA
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 •

 P
E

A
C

O
C

K
: H

A
N

D
O

U
T 

• 
H

O
N

G
 K

O
N

G
: A

P
 P

H
O

TO
 •

 B
R

A
IN

 E
LE

C
T

R
O

D
E

: W
Y

SS
 C

EN
T

ER

R
O

A
D

K
ILLL &

 TA
X

IS: A
P

 P
H

O
TO

S

29M AY/J U N E  2 0 2 2

PERSONAL UFO 
IN THE WORKS   
Did a TV satellite dish break 
loose and take to the winds? 
No! That three-meter � ying 
disc is a personal � ight 
vehicle! Inventors of the Zeva 
Aero Zero � ying craft believe 
their vertical  “� ying saucer” 
will soon change the personal 
transportation landscape. 
Earlier this year, Zero 
 successfully completed its 
� rst untethered test � ight in 
Seattle, Washington. Powered 
by electric motors similar to 
those used in drones, it was 
airborne for just a short time. 
But it made a perfect landing. 
(Safety � rst!) The device was 
a � nalist for the Boeing- 
sponsored GoFly prize. As an 
eVTOL, or electric Vertical 
Takeo�  and Landing craft, 
Zero doesn’t need a runway, 
making it e�  cient for personal 
use. It can reach 160 miles per 
hour in � ight. Company CEO 
Stephen Tibbitts calls that 
“Superman mode.”

 “It seems like everyone 
is praying with their 
violins.”—Kerenza Peacock  
In response to the war in Ukraine, Peacock put 
together a video featuring violinists from 29 coun-
tries around the world playing a Ukrainian folk song.

Peacock
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Globe Trek (pages 16-19)

1. Why do seven-year-old Sanam’s parents encourage her to dress, 
 act, and work as a boy?
 a) The parents believe that Sanam is more valuable than her older 
  brother, who was injured and cannot work.
 b) They are practicing a tradition known as bacha posh, or “a girl living 
  as a boy” in order to have a laborer.

2. About how many Christians are likely in China today?
 a) about one billion
 b) between 70 and 80 million

3. How is the Suez Canal Authority planning to expand the 
 Suez Canal?
 a) by lengthening the portion of the waterway that has two-way 
  tra�  c
 b) by extending the canal straight through the Egyptian mainland

4. What is destroying the buildings in Maceio, Brazil?
 a) decades of digging underneath them to mine rock salt
 b) a rare insect that eats the mostly terra cotta structures

1. Why do you 
think some 
Afghan families 
would choose 
to participate 
in the practice 
of bacha posh, 
and why might 
some refuse?

2. How do you 
think Christians 
around the 
world should 
respond to the 
news of church 
growth in 
China? QUIZ

ANSWERS ON 
PAGE 29

rek (pages 16-19)

30 M AY/J U N E  2 0 2 2

1. curtailed
 a) dramatically 
  reduced
 b) temporarily 
  suspended
 c) established

2. revert
 a) reject
 b) progress
 c) return

3. marginalized
 a) deliberately 
  undermined
 b) well 
  supported
 c) neglected

4. isthmus
 a) peninsula
 b) island
 c) land bridge

5. petrochemical
 a) fossil 
  leaching
 b) substance 
  derived from 
  petroleum
 c) lab equipment

6. compensation
 a) remuneration
 b) esteem 
  booster
 c) advice

D

A

B

C

1. Which of these routes were used to get 
goods between Asia and Europe before the 

creation of the Suez Canal?

2. What do some residents of Maceio, 
Brazil say that they imagine the 
ground below their city is like?

1

3

2

4
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Scan (right) to check out our “Farm News” page.

Have an ordinary kitchen blender? Sarah shows 
you how to turn raw wheat berries into pancakes 
in a short video.

Watch us harvest wheat from the field and 
transform it into pancakes, all in 5½ minutes.

Search our website for links on how Mennonites, fleeing 
the Ukraine, transformed Kansas’s agriculture and the 
American flour industry.

AVAILABLE AS Whole Corn Kernels, Wheat Berries, Oat Groats & Raw Cold Rolled Oats 
Stone Milled: Cornmeals, Corn Grits, Sifted/Whole Wheat & Buckwheat Flours, Scottish & Irish Oatmeals

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS. ALL DONE ON THE FARM.

We grow them without synthetic chemicals in the fertility levels they traditionally thrived, and then 
we process them in a manner used hundreds of years ago. We accomplish this by doing everything, 

from planting to milling, here on our farm.

hheeiirrlloooomm oorrggaanniicc
ggrraaiinnss && fflloouurrss

Henry Moore 
Yellow Corn

Bloody Butcher 
Red Corn

Blue Hopi Corn

Tenn. Red Cob 
(White Corn)

Hard Red Winter 
Turkey Wheat

Pennsylvania 
Dutch Butter 
Flavored Popcorn 

Soft Red Winter 
Pastry Wheat

Hulless Oats

Hard Red Spring 
Bread Wheat

Buckwheat

WE’RE GOING BACK AND FINDING THE 
OLD, GOOD TASTING GRAIN VARIETIES. 

www.qualityorganic.net
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Biblical Training
Hands-on Farming

COME GROW
WITH US

APPLY NOW | plantedgapyear.org

Sink your roots deeper into Christ during
this 9-month discipleship program in the
mountains of Pennsylvania.

Live, learn, and work within a small,
tight-knit community of young adults.

Dedicate your next year to experiencing
God's revelation together in his Word
and in his world.

Outdoor Adventure
Life Skill Development

5WT22_02_31-32_Ads.indd   325WT22_02_31-32_Ads.indd   32 4/11/22   11:02 AM4/11/22   11:02 AM


	001_5WT22
	002_5WT22
	003_5WT22
	004_5WT22
	005_5WT22
	006_5WT22
	007_5WT22
	008_5WT22
	009_5WT22
	010_5WT22
	011_5WT22
	012_5WT22
	013_5WT22
	014_5WT22
	015_5WT22
	016_5WT22
	017_5WT22
	018_5WT22
	019_5WT22
	020_5WT22
	021_5WT22
	022_5WT22
	023_5WT22
	024_5WT22
	025_5WT22
	026_5WT22
	027_5WT22
	028_5WT22
	029_5WT22
	030_5WT22
	031_5WT22
	032_5WT22

