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Scan (right) to check out our “Farm News” page.

Have an ordinary kitchen blender? Sarah shows 
you how to turn raw wheat berries into pancakes 
in a short video.

Watch us harvest wheat from the field and 
transform it into pancakes, all in 5½ minutes.

Search our website for links on how Mennonites, fleeing 
the Ukraine, transformed Kansas’s agriculture and the 
American flour industry.

“ What makes Union unique is the fact that people are 
so supportive. They really, really care, and it’s truly 

out of their love for Christ and their love for other 
people.”

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT AT  
uu.edu/campusvisits

BE SUPPORTED. BE LOVED.

BE TRANSFORMED.

BE TRANSFORMED

KRISTA ROBERTSON
Interdisciplinary Studies major

Cordova, Tennessee
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A catalytic converter is a piece of equipment found on most 
cars and trucks—unless someone steals it! It contains precious metals. 

That makes it valuable beyond the role it performs on a vehicle. The 
United States has experienced a rash of catalytic converter thefts. Some 

states are making stricter laws about stealing—and selling—the parts. 
Read more about the thefts in the Law ’n Order section on our website. 

See States Target Car Part Thefts at teen.wng.org/node/7321.
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Women scoop 
wheat rations 
provided by a 
relief agency.
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CANADA: Truckers Oppose Vaccine Mandate
Crowds cheered in support in Ontario in late January as a convoy of truckers 
headed for Ottawa. The truckers lined up to protest the Canadian govern-
ment’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate for cross-border drivers. Thousands of 
people arrived in Ottawa to support the protest, and Americans lined the 
border on the U.S. side in solidarity as well. The turnout was described as an 
“anti-vaccination” movement by many. But that wasn’t exactly accurate. The 
truckers and those on the sidelines were protesting a rule that took e� ect 
January 15. It required truckers entering Canada to be fully immunized 
against the coronavirus. The United States imposed the same requirement 
on entering truckers, e� ective a week later. Event organizers say the issue is 
freedom of choice. They oppose the mandate—a requirement to get 
vaccinated with very few exceptions. Failure to comply would cost many 
people their livelihoods. That, they say, is the reason for the protest.

A 
“Freedom 
Convoy” 

arrived to 
protest.

A 
“Freedom 
Convoy” 

UNITED KINGDOM:
Builders’ Responsibility
In 2017, the Grenfell Tower high-rise in 
London caught � re. More than 70 
people died in the blaze. It was Britain’s 
deadliest � re since World War II. 
Investigators found that the building’s 
exterior cladding was very � ammable. 
That helped the � re race out of 
control. Since then, safety regulations 
have been established requiring that 
similar cladding be removed and 
replaced on other existing buildings. 
Who should pay for the costly cladding 
replacement? Some argue that 
developers who planned and con-
structed those buildings should foot 
the bill for the renovation. Others 
argue that building owners should pay. 
Housing and Communities Secretary 
Michael Gove says, “We will make 
industry pay to � x all of the remaining 
problems,” putting the responsibility 
back on developers. The government 
plans to give targeted developers time 
to “do the right thing” but warns that 
it will impose harsh consequences if 
they don’t act.

ETHIOPIA:
Extreme Food 

Shortage in Tigray More than 
a third of the people in Ethiopia’s embattled 

Tigray region “are su� ering an extreme lack of food,” 
the United Nations World Food Program (WFP) says. A 

months-long government blockade prevents international 
resources from reaching the destitute population. “Families 

are exhausting all means to feed themselves,” the WFP 
reports. It calls for all parties in the war to establish a 

humanitarian cease-� re and “transport corridors” for food 
and medical aid. The war in Ethiopia’s Tigray region has been 

going on for more than 15 months. More than six million 
inhabitants of the region are su� ering as a result. Less 
than 10% of needed supplies have entered Tigray since 

mid-July. The Ethiopian government shut down 
transport out of fear that supplies would fall 

into the wrong hands and strengthen 
Tigray forces in their � ght against 

the current government.

A man 
looks at 
tributes 

placed near 
Grenfell 
Tower.
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TURKMENISTAN: “Gates of Hell” Fire Extinguisher 
The president of Turkmenistan is calling for an end to one of the country’s most notable 
but infernal sights—the blazing natural gas crater known as the “Gates of Hell.” This 
desert crater has been burning for decades. The feature, which lies about 160 miles north 
of capital city Ashgabat, draws a small number of tourists annually to its rim. In 1971, a 
gas-drilling collapse formed the crater. To prevent gas from spreading into the atmo-
sphere, geologists set it on � re. They expected it to burn out in a few weeks. But the 
spectacular—and unwelcome—� re blazes on. (Perhaps that’s how it earned its name.) 
President Berdymukhamedov says it is causing damage to the environment and a� ecting 
people’s health. He has ordered his government to � nd a way to put out the � re.
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INDONESIA: Dangerous Reptile Is Endangered When you 
think of the toughest animal on the planet, does the Komodo dragon come to mind? Komodo 

dragons are the world’s largest lizard species. They are possibly the most threatening one too. 
These lizards can grow up to 10 feet long and weigh more than 300 pounds. They are extremely fast, 

can smell blood, and have a venomous bite. You’ll de� nitely want to keep your distance from these 
guys. But even the toughest animals need somewhere to live. Enter Komodo National 

Park in Indonesia. The park is the only natural home to Komodo dragons in the 
world. The park was established decades ago to protect the lizards. But 

sadly, the species, previously considered “vulnerable,” 
now holds the status “endangered.” Its 

habitat is disappearing due to 
tree removal and other 

human activity such as the 
addition of new buildings.

A male Komodo 
dragon can reach a 
length of 10 feet.

Great Barrier 
Reef
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A male Komodo 
dragon can reach a 
length of 10 feet.

Explorers camp 
near the crater. AUSTRALIA: $704 

Million To Save Great 
Barrier Reef The Australian government 

has pledged to spend another billion Australian dollars 
($704 million) over nine years on improving the health of 
the Great Barrier Reef. It did so after stalling a UNESCO 

decision on downgrading the natural wonder’s World Heritage 
status. (See Great Barrier Reef UN Status at teen.wng.org/

node/6954.) More than half the budget will go toward land management 
along Australia’s northeast coast. E� orts will address erosion and nutrient 

and pesticide runo�  into the ocean. About a quarter of the funds will be 
used to reduce threats to the coral reef from crown-of-thorns star� sh as 
well as preventing illegal � shing. Research to make the reef more resilient 

and boost strategies to help it adapt to changing conditions also get a slice of 
the allotment. The reef su� ers signi� cantly from coral bleaching. About two-

thirds of its coral is damaged. Prime Minister Scott Morrison says he 
supports improving the reef’s health without making policies that harm 

the economic future of Australia’s human communities.

Crown-of-thorns 
star� sh feed on coral.
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An AI and AR project called 
“Ancient Olympia: Common Grounds” 
promotes ongoing research and 
preservation of Olympia. It allows 
modern spectators using virtual and 
augmented reality to see beyond ruins 
and view the history and architecture 
of ancient Olympia.

“Common Grounds is a unique 
way of experiencing Greece’s proud 
cultural heritage. Visitors around the 
world can virtually visit ancient 
Olympia and experience history 
fi rsthand,” says Greece Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

Using drones and sensors, 
Greek culture ministry o�  cials 
helped Microsoft map and build 
representations at Olympia. 
Computer-generated images let 
visitors virtually tour the sites where 
ancient athletes competed in running, 
javelin throwing, wrestling, boxing, 
horse racing, and other events.

The Common Grounds technology 
will operate in the “metaverse,” a 
futuristic online world aimed at 
merging real and virtual life. (Read 
Into the Metaverse at teen.wng.org/
node/7283.)

Users can watch a virtual re- 
creation of temples and competition 
areas as they “walk” through the 
ruins. Tilt up and a towering statue of 
Zeus plated in ivory and gold comes 
into view. Turn left and peer into the 
workshop used by the famed sculptor 
Phidias. Users pinch, zoom, and rotate 
monuments on smartphones and fl ip 
between inside and outside views.

Tech product designer David Rose 
sees some danger in augmented 
reality. He says the tech could add 
“crutches” that erode personal 
thinking skills and further divide 
people as users immerse themselves 
in their own separate “realities.”

Despite the cautions, Rose remains 
optimistic about the potential. 
Augmented reality devices “can be 
empathy machines and the most 
powerful educational tool ever 
invented,” he says. 

Do you see dangers in augmented 
reality? What might be the potential 

be for Christians?

Greece is home to many old-world 
wonders. Perhaps no site is so 
celebrated as Olympia, location of the 
earliest Olympic Games. A partner-
ship between Microsoft Corporation 
and Greece’s Ministry of Culture and 
Sport is using the power of artifi cial 
intelligence (AI) and augmented 
reality (AR) to give visitors a peek at 
ancient Olympia fi rsthand.

The God of heaven commands 
worship of Him alone. (Exodus 20:3) 
But in ancient Greece, false gods 
abounded. Olympia was a pagan 
sanctuary with over 70 temples for 
various deities.

Around 776 B.C., Greek o�  cials 
held the fi rst recorded religious and 
athletic festival on the site. For over 
1,000 years, the Olympic Games took 
place amid Olympia’s temples every 
four years. Scholars say Emperors 
Theodosius I and II eventually 
abolished pagan cults and practices, 
including the games.

Over time, earthquakes and 
mudslides decimated Olympia’s 
buildings. Today, rows of 
decaying columns and 
crumbling walls hint 
at how the area 
once looked.
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POP! SMART

Experience Old Olympia, Greece

WHY? Technology makes it 
possible to depict important 
historical sites with greater 
accuracy than ever before and 

helps people who may not get to travel 
the world to increase knowledge with 
virtually immersive experiences.

School 
students use 
their mobile 

phones as 
they explore 

Olympia.
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Scarves, 
blankets, sweaters: 
Handmade yarn 
goods are tried and 
true. After all, knitting may 
have been around since the 
fi fth century. Today, many 
fi ber artisans focus less 
on form and more on 
innovation and creativity—
bringing a new-fangled spin to an 
old-fashioned craft.

Indie (“independent”) artisans in the yarn 
community see fi rsthand how hard work and nature a� ect 
their goods. They fashion their products utilizing 
God-given thought and creativity to solve design 
and production challenges. “Whatever your 
hand fi nds to do, do it with your might,” 
says Solomon. (Ecclesiastes 9:10)

Samantha Myhre owns Ravens-
Wood Fibre Company in Canada. She 
raises her own sheep and sells yarns 
online and at local markets. Myhre 
also makes her dyes. Her colors have 
names like Sea Glass, a blend of 
dreamy water hues, and Autumn 
Drive, the fl aming shades of a fall 
forest.

Myhre loves the visual journey dyes 
take her on. But there’s science too. 

“Dyeing is chemistry,” she says. “It involves the binding of 
a color molecule to a wool molecule.”

When Myhre discovered that water from the public 
system created unpredictable colors, she turned to 

well water.
Even then, there’s an element of mystery: 

More rain means more minerals in the 
water. “More minerals mean my reds may 

be more orange, my blacks break and go 
to gold,” she says. 

Not only that, di� erent fi bers take 
dye di� erently. Alpaca hues tend 
toward pastel. Nylon and silk soak up 
dye, and when blended with merino 
wool, give beautiful color depth. Often 
her best color fi nds, she says, are 
“happy accidents.”

Meanwhile, on the yarn front, 
crafters around the world explore 

di� erent types of wool: yak, cashmere, 
and Australian Polwarth sheep.

Britt-Marie Alm owns Love Fest Fibers 
in San Francisco. She o� ers small-batch 

yarns sourced from workshops in Nepal, 
Tibet, and the American West Coast.

Her soft, chunky yarns include 
Color Core. To make it, she spins 

merino wool around a colorful organic 
cotton fi ber. The result looks like a woolly 

Twizzler—with a surprise color inside.
Love Fest also has a 

downy yak yarn called 
kullu, which feels like 

cashmere. Yarn 
options now also 

include upcycled linen 
and plastic fi bers.

“Recent years have 
seen a reimagining of what 

yarn can make,” Alm says. She
cites a range of knitted and 

crocheted home goods 
from baskets and rugs to 

pillows and poufs. Thanks to Alm, those 
items seem at once familiar and fresh.

Both Myhre and Alm say indie-
made dyes and yarns tell stories. 
Those stories, these crafters refl ect, 
make a handknitted piece feel all 
the more precious.
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 Technology makes it 
possible to depict important 
historical sites with greater 
accuracy than ever before and 

helps people who may not get to travel 
the world to increase knowledge with 

WHY? 
Beauty, creativity, 

purpose: Yarn crafters 
harness and re� ect 
God’s creativity in 

nature with delightful 
and ingenious 
provisions for 

humankind.

The company Yarnspirations has developed 
a new format for the yarn ball itself–a 

Lifesaver-shaped ring called an O’Go that it 
says is less prone to tangles. O’Go is available 
under various brands and in a range of colors.

A small rug made from 

Yarnspirations’ yarn 

Samantha Myhre and  
  one of her sheep
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detector : an instrument that 
detects an object or substance and 
produces a signal

detectorist : one who uses a 
portable metal detector as a hobby 
(mainly British English)

Thirteen-year-old Amelia “Milly” 
Hardwick may be new to metal 
detecting, but she’s found more buried 
treasure than folks who’ve been 
digging for decades. Now Hardwick 
is astounding longtime detectorists.

Hardwick was seeking buried 
treasure in a fi eld in Hertfordshire, 
England. Squeak. Squeak. Squeeeeeeak. 
Suddenly, her metal detector made a 
shrill noise. On just her third time out 

with a detector, Milly had struck 
gold—or at least bronze.

The Bible speaks often of 
treasure—but not the 

buried-in-the-dirt 
kind. In fact, Jesus 

advises being 
more con-

cerned with 

heavenly treasure than earthly, for 
“where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

Hardwick’s loot was a cache of 65 
Bronze Age axes and artifacts dating 
to around 1300 BC. Hardwick told 
reporters she “almost fainted” when 
she literally hit paydirt.

The teen seems to fi nd treasure 
almost every week. Hardwick’s 
mother says, “On a couple of digs 
people have [said] . . . ‘Oh, she’s here 
now so we might as well go home.’”

Hardwick is matter-of-fact about 
her hobby. “Whenever I go out, I fi nd 
stu� ,” she tells reporters. “I’ve found 

a gold-plated button and [an Elizabe-
than] coin. It’s just nice being in the 
fi eld for hours, and you get a signal, 
and it could literally be anything.”

Hardwick made her big discovery 
in a fi eld near Royston, a town north 
of London. She’s now a known face 
for metal detecting, even appearing 

on the cover of the metal detecting 
magazine Searcher.

The teen formally signed 
her hoard over to the local 
coroner. That’s the law. The 
coroner’s o�  ce must decide 
whether Hardwick’s trove 

qualifi es as “treasure.” As far 
as the United Kingdom’s 1996 

Treasure Act goes, a treasure is 
any object of at least 10% gold or 
silver and at least 300 years old. In 
the case of treasure, o�  cials set a 
value for the items. In the United 
Kingdom, fi nders are not keepers. 
It’s also illegal to sell treasure.

Archaeologists must fi rst excavate 
Hardwick’s site. Such an important 
fi nd may wind up at the British 
Museum, which could o� er the fi nder 
and the landowners a reward.

But Hardwick doesn’t seem 
worried about making money on 
her detecting. She hopes to be an 
archaeologist someday—and treasure 
hunting is good practice. So she plans 
to keep searching.

“We’re going to try [to] fi nd gold,” 
the girl says. “And when we do, we’re 
going to do a little dance.”

WHY? Life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions, but studying 
historical treasure can reveal information 
that enriches the lives of whole cultures. 
British law 
recognizes that 
when it establishes 
that “treasure” is 
public, not private, 
property.

with a detector, Milly had struck 
gold—or at least bronze.

The Bible speaks often of 
treasure—but not the 

buried-in-the-dirt 
kind. In fact, Jesus 

advises being 
more con-

cerned with 
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An archaeologist 
from Oxford 
photographs part 
of Milly’s discovery.
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WHY? Good laws protect 
people’s property—even ideas!—
from theft. But lawmakers also 
need wisdom to see how laws 
might accidentally cause harm.

“Here is Edward Bear, coming 
downstairs now, bump, bump, bump, 
on the back of his head, behind 
Christopher Robin.” 

Millions have read and come to 
love those opening words. They 
belong to A.A. Milne’s Winnie-the-
Pooh. But as of 2022, they belong to 
everyone else too.

This year, Winnie-the-Pooh 
enters the public domain. Now 
anyone can copy it, sell it, or even 
make new stories out of it.

In the United States, copyright 
lasts 95 years. When creators 

copyright artistic works—such 
as stories, characters, or 
drawings—those ideas 
become protected. Nobody 
else can use them without 
permission. Creators can 

keep the works, lend them 
out, or even sell them entirely.

But at the turn of every year, a 
fresh batch of 95-year-old works 
becomes available on Public 
Domain Day. 

This year includes thousands of 
books, fi lms, and sound record-
ings—including everyone’s favorite 
honey-loving bear. Everything in 
Milne’s original Winnie-the-Pooh is 
now free for public use—that 
includes the illustrations by Ernest 

Shepard.
But writers and 

artists beware: 
Tigger comes from 
the second book. 
He won’t bounce 
into public 
domain for two 

more years. Likewise, Pooh’s iconic 
red shirt still belongs to Disney.

Copyright can get complicated, 
but it also protects intellectual 
property from theft. That protection 
helps writers and artists feel free to 
create.

But when does preventing theft 
turn into greed?

Before 1978, copyright lasted 
only 75 years. Companies like 
Disney pushed for longer terms. 
They didn’t want to lose the rights 
to (or profi ts from) their characters. 
As a result, the Copyright Term 
Extension Act—which some mock-
ingly called the “Mickey Mouse 
Protection Act”—became law. It 
extended copyrights by 20 years.

That’s longer than some works 
can last. Films and sound recordings 
deteriorate over time. With nobody 
allowed to copy them, some works 
might disappear forever.

“After 95 years, many of these 
works are already lost or literally 
disintegrating,” says Jennifer 
Jenkins, director of Duke’s Center 
for the Study of the Public Domain. 
She calls this “evidence of what long 
copyright terms do to the conserva-
tion of cultural artifacts.”

Along with Winnie-the-Pooh, 
Ernest Hemingway’s novel The Sun 
Also Rises goes public this year. That 
title comes from Ecclesiastes. 
Ecclesiastes tells us that everything 
has a season, including “a time to 
keep, and a time to cast away.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:6)

For now, copyright’s 95-year 
“time to keep” is here to stay.
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people’s property—even ideas!—One of the 
 illustrations from 
1926 by Ernest 
Shepard shows 
Pooh and Piglet.

A � rst edition 
copy of Winnie-
the-Pooh from 
1926 (above); 
A.A. Milne (right)

A � rst edition 
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For workaholics, work can bleed 
into nearly every hour of the day. 
24/7/365 access to email, texts, and 
Slack messages means never being far 
from work. One lawmaker wants to 
reduce time spent on the clock—and 
improve both productivity and 
work-life balance in the process.

God designed humans to work—
and to rest. He made Adam and Eve 
on the sixth day and placed them “in 

the garden to work it.” (Genesis 2:15) 
But fi rst, He—and they—rested. 

(Genesis 2:2) 
Since around 1940, 

the American 
“workweek” for 

most has meant 
Monday 

through 

Friday, eight hours per day, on-site in 
a fi eld, o�  ce, or other location.

Then came 2020.
The pandemic changed where, 

how, and when people work. As 
employees quarantined and work-
places closed, occasional late-night 
IT sessions and weekend Zoom calls 
became the norm. The American 
worker simply couldn’t unplug.

Since the pandemic, many 
employees report working “as 
much as three additional 
hours each day” accord-
ing to a Bloomberg 
report. They’re also 
taking fewer breaks.

California 
Representative Mark 
Takano hopes to 

change that. His “32-Hour Workweek 
Act” would lower the recommended 
full-time workweek from 40 to 32 
hours.

Takano isn’t saying every worker 
needs to cut hours. But he believes 
employers should pay overtime for 
work over the 32-hour mark.

Many of Takano’s fellow law-
makers agree. Takano says his bill 
helps start a nationwide changeover 
to “a modern-day business model that 
prioritizes productivity, fair pay, and 
an improved quality of life.”

Takano says that post-pandemic, 
the workweek shouldn’t “go back to 
normal, because normal wasn’t 
working.”

Andrew Barnes and Charlotte 
Lockhart of 4-Day Week Global 
concur. They believe COVID-19 ended 
the notion of trekking “into the o�  ce 
every single day.” They hope compa-
nies will consider other models, 
including half days, fl exible sched-
ules, and hybrid scenarios.

A 2021 study by an Icelandic think 
tank shows “reductions in working 
time can increase productivity and 
improve workers’ wellbeing and 
work-life balance.”

Armed with such studies, 
 companies like Panasonic and 
Unilever and countries including 
Japan and Scotland are testing 
four-day workweeks.

Writer Conor Sen points out that 
as the world gets smaller and global 
communication easier, certain 
industries never stop. In an article 
titled, “Don’t Call Me on Friday. 
That’s My Me Time,” Sen says the 
four-day workweek is a compromise. 

“It’s not about turning a fi ve-day 
workweek into a stealth 

four-day one,” he says. 
But it is “acknowledging 

that we already have a 
stealth seven-day 
work week and trying 
to bring some life 

balance to it.”
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WHY?
Gracious God 

created humans for 
rest and for work. 

A balance between 
the two works 

best.

Working on the way to work: 
A makeshift cubicle on a 

commuter train in Japan.
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While lawmakers in California 
consider shortening the full-time 
workwork (see page 10), workers in 
Dubai also face a work schedule shift. 
But this one threatens a loss that has 
some crying out, “Where’s our 
brunch?!”

The traditional workweek in the 
United Arab Emirates has been 
Sunday through Thursday, with 
Friday and Saturday treated as the 
equivalent to a Western society’s 
weekend. That’s because Friday is the 
holy day for Muslims. 

But rather than spend Friday in 
worship, many of Dubai’s well-o�  
citizens choose to spend that free day 
celebrating with a gluttonous party. 
Residents of good fi nancial means 
enjoy an hours-long a� air with a 
seemingly infi nite supply of seafood, 
pizza, dessert, and more. The event is 
known simply as “Friday brunch.” 
And no one is eager to give it up.

But as of January 2, Emirati 
government employees are working 
half days on Fridays. Most private 
sector employees now work full 
Fridays. Why the change? It’s a move 

to align Dubai with the workweeks 
of Western and global markets. 

The government thinks the 
transition makes fi nancial sense. 
Once a modest fi shing village, Dubai 
became rich from selling oil. Its 
wealth has grown to be vast, and 
today, Dubai is a global hub for trade, 
banking, and tourism. 

But locals have solid standing for 
their objections. Friday brunch is a 
key revenue source for pandemic-
battered restaurants. A Dubai brunch 
generally starts around noon. But 
then there’s the post-brunch brunch, 
and the evening brunch, and the 
midnight brunch. Wealthy locals and 
fawning tourists all participate—and 
that means cash fl ows as fl uidly as 
the chocolate sauce in the Willy 
Wonka-esque fountains at one 
lavish hotel.

“It’s the experience Dubai is 
known for. It helped put Dubai on the 
map,” says Samantha Wood of the 
FooDiva restaurant review website.

Luxury eateries each have their 
own brunch styles. One steakhouse 
o� ers a James Bond theme with spy 
movie music in the background. At 
CÉ LA VI, one can dine beside a 
sprawling rooftop infi nity pool with 
stunning views of the Burj Khalifa, 
the planet’s tallest tower.

The workweek shift brings 
uncertainty for these establishments 
that count on the brunch. Without 
Friday, restaurant executives wonder 
whether Dubai can keep its luster.

The best they can do for now is to 
make lemonade from the lemons 
foisted upon them. So the industry 
has sought to recast the brunch day, 
claiming, “Saturday is the new Friday.”
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WHY? The world is culturally diverse, and God says 
that His Kingdom will be made of people from all 
nations. Knowing about other cultures and how they 
work—or don’t work—together in the global 

community can make us better agents of the gospel.

Workers 
hang from 

The Museum 
of the Future 

in Dubai, 
United Arab 

Emirates.
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Bang. An iron door slams shut. 
A convicted murderer is heading out 
on a 24-hour leave. He’s leaving his 
prison cellblock to minister in a 
church he started. The story of a 
criminal embracing an evangelical 
faith behind bars has become 
 common in one of Argentina’s most 
violent areas. It’s a story of redemp-

tion brought about only by the 
gospel.

Jorge Anguilante exits 
the Argentine prison 

every Saturday. This 
burly, 6-foot-1, 

ex-hitman must 
return by 8 

a.m. the 

next day to a prison cellblock known 
to inmates as “the church.”

Anguilante says his life as a 
criminal is behind him. God’s word, 
he says, turned him into “a new man.”

Jesus o� ers such change. “There-
fore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation,” Paul says, “The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has 
come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Before he leaves, prison guards 
remove his handcu� s. They stare 
silently at the hit-man-turned-pastor. 
He utters a single word: “Blessings.”

Many in Argentina’s Santa Fe 
province and its largest city of 
Rosario began peddling drugs as 
teenagers. Spiraling violence led 

some to their graves, others to 
overcrowded prisons.

Argentine prison authorities have 
encouraged, to some extent, the 
creation of units basically run by 
evangelical inmates. Sometimes 
o�  cials grant them extra privileges, 
such as more time in fresh air.

The evangelical blocks are much 
like the rest of the prison. But they 
are safer and calmer than the regular 
units.

“We bring peace to the prisons. 
There was never a riot inside the 
evangelical cellblocks. And that is 
better for the authorities,” says the 
Reverend David Sensini of Rosario’s 
Redil de Cristo church.
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Prisoners worship 
in the prison in the  
Santa Fe province.
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Plus, breaking the rules can get an 
inmate sent back into the normal prison. 

That’s a deterrent to bad behavior.
Rosario is a major agricultural 

port—and a talent factory for soccer 
players, including stars such as Lionel 
Messi. But the city also has high levels 

of poverty and crime. Violence between 
gangs has helped fi ll its prisons.

Some evangelical churches exert a 
strong infl uence in Santa Fe province’s 

prisons. They have evangelized inmates 
since the late 1980s—while Catholicism’s 
infl uence has waned.

During a recent church service in 
Rosario, Sensini asked those who had ever 
been imprisoned to identify themselves. 
About a third in the room raised their 
hands.

Hymns blare from loudspeakers while 
TV cameras record the ceremony for other 
worshippers watching via a YouTube channel.

“No one else is going to jail. 
Not your children, not your 
grandchildren,” Sensini shouts. 
“Change is possible!”

He speaks truth. For with 
God, all things are so. 
(Matthew 19:26)R
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WHY? God is always at work in His 
creation, bringing His purposes 

to completion, especially in the redemption 
of sinners through the power of the gospel.

Prisoners pray together.

An inmate is 
baptized in a 
kiddie pool.

Reverend 
Sensini pets 
a prison dog 
after leading 
worship.

A signs reads in 
Spanish “Christ lives. 
Lion of Judah.” in an 
evangelical cellblock.

Santa Fe 
province

Rosario

Buenos Aires
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In a sprawling settlement of mud brick huts in western 
Afghanistan, a woman fi ghts to save her daughter.

Aziz Gul’s husband sold the 10-year-old girl, Qandi, 
into marriage without telling his wife. He took a down 
payment so that he could buy food for his family of fi ve 
children. 

And he’s not alone. More and more people in Afghanistan 
are growing destitute. Many make desperate decisions as 
their nation spirals into poverty. 

Gul remembers well the moment she found out her 
husband had sold Qandi. For around two months, the 
family had been able to eat. Eventually, she asked her 
husband: Where did the money came from? He told her.

“My heart stopped beating,” Gul says. “I wished I could 
have died at that time, but maybe God didn’t want me to die.”

Afghanistan has faced four decades of war, a punishing 
drought, and the coronavirus pandemic. It was already 
teetering when the Taliban seized power there in mid-
August. 

The Taliban rules with brutality. As U.S. and NATO 
troops withdrew this summer, the international commu-
nity halted all funding to Afghanistan, unwilling to work 
with a Taliban government. 

Legions of state employees, including doctors, haven’t 
been paid in months. More than half of all Afghans face 

food shortages.
Arranging marriages for very young girls is a 

frequent practice throughout the region. The 
groom’s family—often distant relatives—pays 

money to seal the deal. The child usually stays with her 
own parents until she is at least around 15 or 16. Yet with 
many unable to a� ord even basic food, some say they’d 
allow grooms to take very young girls. Some are also trying 
to sell their sons.

But Gul is resisting. She was married o�  herself at 15. 
She does not want the same thing to happen to Qandi. 

Gul rallied her community, telling her brother and 
village elders that her husband had sold her child behind 
her back. They supported her. With their help, Gul 
secured a “divorce” for her child, but only on condition she 
repays the 100,000 afghanis (about $1,000) that her 
husband received.

It’s money she doesn’t have. 
The family of the prospective groom, a man 

of around 21 or 22, has already tried several 
times to claim the girl, she says. She is not sure 
how long she can fend them o� . 

To “redeem” means to buy back. Theologi-
cally, redemption means Jesus gave His life to 
save us (buy us back) from the punishment for 
our sins. As an old song puts it: “He paid a debt 
He did not owe, because we owed a debt we 
could not pay.”

How can Gul and others like her redeem 
their children? Readers like you long to help. 
They long to be like Jesus, and “pay the debt 

they do not owe.” But work 
must be done to make that 
possible. Right now, interna-
tional aid workers scramble 
to negotiate with the Taliban 
to make helping possible. 

You can pray for the 
redemption of Afghanistan’s children. Start now.

Hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast 
love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. — Psalm 130:7
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WHY? Afghan people are in 
desperate need for daily 
provisions. Some even 
resort to what seems 
unthinkable to 
us—selling their 
children to buy 
food. Children sold 
in Afghanistan 
urgently need to 
be redeemed. 
Your prayers 
will help.

Qandi and her 
family live in 
western 
Afghanistan.

India

China

Russia

Iran

Kazakhstan

urgently need to 

Iran
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Qandi holds her 
brother outside 
their home.

China
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Around the world in 155 days. Belgian-British 
pilot Zara Rutherford is just 19 years old. But in 
January, she completed a fi ve-month solo fl ight 
around the world. She set a world record as the 
youngest woman to make the trip by air.

Rutherford used a one-seater utralight plane and fl ew 
using Visual Flight Rules. That means she fl ew mostly by 
sight without navigational instruments to lead her through 
darkness, clouds, or fog. While she planned to make the 
trip in three months, bad weather delayed her.

Along the way, Rutherford found beautiful sights—and 
some scares. Wildfi res forced an unscheduled landing in 
Redding, California. The higher she climbed to avoid the 
smoke—up to 10,000 feet—the tougher it was to keep her 
eyes on the ground. 

Over Siberia, the light played tricks on her vision, 
sometimes casting doubt about whether she saw moun-
tains or clouds. Cutting through clouds could cause too 
much ice to build up on her wings, paralyzing her control 
of the plane. “At that point, your plane is no longer a 
plane,” she says. 

She was stuck for weeks in the tiny Siberian village of 
Ayan with barely any contact with the outside world.

By the end of the trip, Rutherford had stopped in fi ve 
continents and visited dozens of nations. From the air, she 
saw the Saudi Arabian desert with its changing colors of 
sand and rock, the barrenness of northern Alaska, and “the 
world’s loneliest house” on the deserted island of Ellioaey, 
Iceland.

Flying is in her blood. Both Zara’s parents are pilots. At 
age 14, she started fl ying too. She hopes her fl ight will 
encourage other girls to pursue studies in math, science, 
and technology. 

Not everyone has the knowledge and skills to take on a 
trip like Rutherford’s. But any young person has the ability 
to do worthwhile things. Timothy was a young leader in 
the early church. Paul wrote him, “Let no one despise you 
for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, 
in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)

In September, Rutherford plans to attend university to 
study electrical engineering. 

But before then, she’ll indulge in 
some simpler, and calmer, pleasures.

Before, “it was about the grand 
adventure,” she says. “But actually I 
think, you know, watching TV with 
your cat has its special things as well.”
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WHY? 
Young people can 

do amazing things. 
Zara Rutherford’s 
story may inspire 

others to take on new 
adventures.

PRAY: For 
wisdom about 
new endeavors 

to which God 
may be calling 

you.

BELGIUM: 
Start and 
� nish point

Zara takes o�  in Belgium on August 18, 2021.

Zara lands in Belgium 
on January 20, 2022.
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WHY? God’s story of creation, fall, redemption, 
and restoration seen in works of art can help 
viewers worship the Creator, appreciate His 
word and work, express  spiritual truths, and 

communicate faith in Jesus Christ.

Sisters Sara and Christine 
Zekry lug a heavy wooden table 
and place it carefully astride a 
church bench. Both begin 
mixing paints, and soon Sara 
steps gingerly onto the table. 
She reaches overhead and 
begins carefully applying tint 
to the ceiling. The sisters are 
practicing an ancient Coptic 
church tradition of mural painting.

The Copts are a people group 
originating from North Africa, in 
today’s Egypt and Sudan. Common 
religious and cultural background 
elements link the Copts. Those include 
ornate Coptic church art, including 
wall paintings, textiles, illuminated 

manuscripts, and 
metalwork.

Coptic 
Christianity 

emphasizes humans’ acts of faith in 
addition to Christ’s sacrifi ce to atone 
for sins. Rather than believing 
salvation is by faith alone in Jesus, 
Coptics believe God fi rst (by sending 
Jesus, who died and rose for sins) and 
then people (who respond with good 
works) act together for salvation.

Sara Kamel Zekry, 25, is a fi ne arts 
graduate. Her studies led to her 
fascination with Coptic art. She 
passed on her passion to her younger 

sister, 23-year-old 
Christine. Equipped 
with paint and 
brushes, the pair tours 
churches in the village 
of Aazaz in southern 
Egypt. 

The sisters adorn 
churches with their 
intricate Coptic art 
murals. “We paint 
ceilings, walls, and 
some wooden icons,” 
Sara says.

Artwork in Coptic 
churches is usually 
carried out by profes-
sional and established 

artists. But Sara quit her job and 
started the mural project a year and a 
half ago. She and her sister are the 
fi rst two women to perform such a 
job in Upper Egypt.

Sara believes the church art 
helped her to understand the Bible 
even more. “Coptic art taught me 
how to understand the stories in [the 
Bible], conclude a meaning from 
them, and understand what each 
symbol refers to,” she says. “It made 
me deepen my knowledge further in 
the book.”

Today, the sisters work in their 
hometown in Sohag, on the west bank 
of the Nile. But Sara hopes someday 
“to get this art noticed more and more 
in many places.”

The painting task is exhausting. 
The sisters spend up to 12 hours 
fi nishing a single mural. “It is a 
di�  cult job to stand for eight or 12 
hours like this, and I only take a small 
break every three or four hours,” Sara 
says. “But if one loves something and 
works on developing it, [she] will 
never get bored.”

Whatever your hand fi nds to do, do 
it with your might. — Ecclesiastes 9:10
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Zara takes o�  in Belgium on August 18, 2021.

Sara (left) and 
Christine work 
on a mural.

Pain in the 
neck: Painting 
ceilings is 
hard work.
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WHY? As spring approaches, you’re likely to see 
birds passing through your area. Learning how 

migration works helps us understand how each 
creature � ts into God’s wondrous creation.

Spring is coming. Time to fl y north! That’s 
what spring means for lots of migratory birds. 

Why do some birds migrate? It’s not only 
because of the cold. They return to nesting 
grounds or places with more food. For example, 
barnacle geese have their babies in the Arctic. 
There are full days of sunlight and plenty of grass 
for food during the spring and summer. When cold 
weather sets in, they migrate south to take 
advantage of the warmer winters and more 
abundant food. Just where are those “warmer” 
winters? Northwestern Europe, where winter 
temperatures range from 30 to 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit during the day, and cooler at night. 
That’s not exactly a tropical vacation!

Not all species fl y north to south. The red-
necked phalarope fl ies west from Scotland, across 
the Atlantic—even across Mexico to its Pacifi c 
coast—and then on to Peru each year. 

Migration isn’t just important for the birds. It 
also benefi ts the ecosystems the fowl pass through. 
Some species control pests by snapping up bugs, 
like locusts, that harm crops. Bird droppings 
fertilize soil along the way. Seeds in those drop-
pings sprout into new vegetation. And some birds 
end up as meals for other critters.

How do birds know when and where to go? 
Scientists don’t entirely understand that. But we 
do know that God created them with an internal 
clock and strong instincts. Longer days seem to 
trigger the innate knowledge: It’s time to head 
north. Waning food supply may also play a role. 

Birds get navigational information from the 
Sun, stars, and Earth’s magnetic fi eld. Scientists 
discovered that pied fl ycatchers often fl y at night. 
The researchers recorded the birds’ in-fl ight calls 
as they passed through in the dark. These birds 
navigate using the stars, landing only to refuel 
during the day. 

God gave some species “superpowers” to help 
with migration. The peregrine falcon has a long 
migration of up to 15,000 miles. It helps that 
peregrines can fl y 40 to 60 miles per hour—as fast 
as a car—and maintain that speed for thousands of 
miles at a time. 

Bar-headed geese cross the Himalayas, some of 
the tallest mountains in the world. That high up, 
the air is cooler, thinner, and easier to fl y through. 
But there’s much less oxygen. So these birds 
produce more red blood cells. That helps distribute 
more oxygen through their bodies. (The bodies of 
human athletes training at high altitudes do this 
too.) Bar-headed geese also have larger lungs and 
brains to tolerate those extreme conditions.

Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars 
and spreads his wings toward the south? — Job 39:24

WHY? As spring approaches, you’re likely to see 
birds passing through your area. Learning how 

migration works helps us understand how each 
creature � ts into God’s wondrous creation.
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Sea gull

Egret
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Red-bellied 
woodpecker
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cheeked 
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“Hi, Jakob 1. I’m Jake,” says Jake 
Litvag. The energetic 16-year-old has 
named a furry lab creature after 
himself. The mouse has the same 
genetic abnormality Jake has. 
Scientists hope to discover ways to 
treat Jake’s rare disorder—and solve 
the larger puzzle of autism.

God made every human unique. 
He numbers every hair on every head 
and understands every cell in the 
body. (Luke 12:7) He also made 
humans to yearn for knowledge about 
diseases and disorders. Many want to 
use what they learn in mercy to help 
fellow image bearers.

Jake’s parents, Joe and Lisa Litvag, 
realized early on that Jake wasn’t 
reaching childhood milestones. He 
couldn’t walk without assistance until 
he was four. He struggled to string 
sentences together in first grade.

At first, no one understood why. 
Jake was restless and impulsive but 
also social, warm, and funny. It took 
until he was age five to get a firm 
diagnosis of autism.

Dr. John Constantino, an autism 
genetics expert, began seeing Jake as 
a patient. He proposed genetic 
testing. Tests revealed a missing copy 
of the MYT1L gene—the one believed 
to cause some autism cases.

Eventually, the Litvags agreed to 
let Constantino use Jake’s blood for 
research. So scientists grew stem cells 
engineered from Jake’s blood. They 
wanted to mimic Jake’s condition in 
mice. Jakob 1 and other lab mice are 
the first in the world to mirror the 
condition with the missing gene that 
causes Jake’s specific type of autism.

Since starting their research about 
three years ago, scientists have bred 
around 100 mice with Jake’s muta-
tion. They’re now using the great-
great grandchildren of the first rodent 
they engineered.

Scientists hope data from Jakob 1 
and his mousy friends could someday 
lead to medicines or gene therapies to 
help people with all forms of autism.

Jake knows he inspired the work. 
That helps him see autism as some-

thing to be proud of rather than 
something that makes him different.

On a trip to the animal lab, Lisa 
Litvag tears up knowing that her son’s 
cells could help other kids.

After meeting the mice, the family 
visits another lab. Jake peers through 
a microscope at his blue-stained stem 
cells.

“That’s me! That’s cool stuff. I 
never saw anything like that in my 
life,” he says.

“What do we live this life for?” 
asks Joe Litvag. “It’s ultimately to try 
to, in one way, shape, or form, be of 
service to others.”

Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. — Philippians 2:4
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WHY?  
God’s hand is displayed in every 

aspect of life—even those we find 
difficult to accept—and He promises 

that He works all things for good.

Jake and Jacob 
in the lab
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You’ll probably never meet a 
meteorite as popular as Allan Hills 
84001.

Named for the Antarctic ice fi eld 
where it was found in 1984, the 
celestial rock made worldwide news. 
People wrote books about it. The 
President of the United States 
delivered a televised speech about it.

What made Allan Hills 84001 so 
intriguing?

This meteorite came from Mars. 
Soon, scientists discovered something 
else: This Martian rock held signs of 
life. 

Not so fast, say the scientists 
behind a new study. A closer look at 
the meteorite reveals a di� erent story. 
Despite the news, books, and speech—
this rock doesn’t contain signs of life.

So why did scientists think the 
meteorite revealed life on Mars? 

In 1996, they studied the aerolite 
with an electron microscope. The 
astounded scientists saw tiny com-
pounds rich in carbon, and these 
compounds looked like bacteria. On 
Earth, carbon forms the basis for 
every type of biomass. DNA, proteins, 

fats—all are made of carbon.
To the scientists, that 

meant one thing: life. 
Something living had left 

behind tiny fossils in the rock, or so 
they thought.

The news spread. Humanity had 
dreamed of fi nding Martian life as 
early as the 1800s. Science-fi ction 
writers imagined contact with 
Martian lifeforms. Of course, 
Martians in books looked more like 
people than bacteria. But had we 
fi nally discovered alien life?

Spoiler alert: Nope. 
According to the new study, those 

tiny carbon compounds didn’t come 
from life. They came from water. 

Back on Mars, water fl owed 
through tiny cracks in the rock. Over 
time, this created little clumps of 
carbon that looked like bacteria. The 
same thing can happen on Earth. 

Could life still exist on Mars? 
Maybe. But not on this rock.

This isn’t the fi rst false alarm. In 
1877, scientists studied the Red 
Planet through telescopes. 
They saw straight lines 
across its surface. These 
lines looked like canals, 
and if they were canals, 
who dug them? They 
had only one answer: 
Martian life. 

But these lines 
weren’t actually 

canals. Poorly made telescopes had 
caused an optical illusion. To the 
human eye, this illusion looked like 
straight lines crisscrossing the planet. 
Sure enough, when NASA fi nally sent 
spacecraft to photograph Mars, the 
images showed exactly zero canals.

God gave us a universe to observe. 
He gave us minds that can study and 
learn. When we contemplate the 
universe, we learn something about 
its Creator. 

But we also need humility to 
admit that our assumptions can be 
wrong. Science can take us to the 
Moon. It might take us to Mars. But 
sometimes, scientists mistake clumps 
of carbon for life.

ALH 84001: 
Just a rock 
from Mars.
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same thing can happen on Earth. 
Could life still exist on Mars? 

Maybe. But not on this rock.
This isn’t the fi rst false alarm. In 

1877, scientists studied the Red 
Planet through telescopes. 
They saw straight lines 
across its surface. These 
lines looked like canals, 

were canals, 
who dug them? They 
had only one answer: 

But these lines 
weren’t actually 

Mars: Is anyone home?

WHY?
Science can tell 

us a lot about 
creation. But it 

also has limits—
and so do we.
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COVID-19 has a� ected 
many aspects of life on 
Earth. That includes the 
animal kingdom. In Hong 
Kong, authorities made 
plans to kill thousands of 
small animals, including 
hamsters, after several 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus.

Culling is the planned 
killing of unhealthy, 
dangerous, or overly 
plentiful animals. Some 
experts say culling can 
prevent epidemic out-
breaks. Non-pet rodents 
like mice and rats are 
regularly culled for health 
reasons. However, certain 
types of birds, sharks, and 
deer are also culled to 
prevent overpopulation 
and health hazards and for 
disease control.

In Hong Kong, a pet 
shop employee tested 
positive for the coronavi-
rus. Several hamsters 
imported from the 
 Netherlands at the store 

tested positive too. So 
o�  cials there are culling 
hamsters, chinchillas, and 
other small mammals.

O�  cials will also stop 
the sale of these animals in 
all Hong Kong pet stores, 
according to the Agricul-
ture, Fisheries, and 
Conservation Department. 
Additionally, about 2,000 
small mammals will be 
killed “in a humane 
manner.”

According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, animals 
are not signifi cant spread-
ers of the coronavirus. But 
Hong Kong authorities 
aren’t ruling out transmis-
sion between animals and 
humans. A disease that can 
jump from animal to 
human is called a zoonosis.

“We cannot exclude the 
possibility that the shop-
keeper was in fact actually 
infected from the ham-
sters,” says Edwin Tsui, a 
controller at the Centre for 

Health Protection.
Virus experts say 

COVID-19 most likely 
jumped from animals to 
humans in the fi rst place. 
The outbreak became a 
pandemic because the 
virus spreads so easily 
between people.

Hong Kong customers 
who bought hamsters from 
December 22 on must 
undergo testing. O�  cials 
are urging them not to have 
contact with others 
without a negative test. 

Their hamsters must be 
tested too. And if results 
are positive, owners will be 
subject to quarantine.

Customers who bought 
hamsters from the a� ected 
store after January 7 must 
quarantine and hand their 
hamsters over to authori-
ties. The animals will likely 
be destroyed.

Leung Siu-fai, director 
of the Agriculture, Fisher-
ies, and Conservation 
Department, says everyone 
should keep their hamsters 
at home. “All pet owners 
should observe good 
personal hygiene, and after 
you have been in contact 
with animals and their 
food, you should wash your 
hands,” he suggests.

Leung adds one more 
precaution: “Do not kiss 
your pets.”

Then God said, “Let us 
make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over 
the fi sh of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over 
all the Earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on 
the Earth.” — Genesis 1:26
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WHY? God gives 
humans dominion over 
animals and entrusts 
them with caretaker 
responsibilities. 
Sometimes stewardship 
requires sacri� ce in 
order to ease su� ering 
or prevent 
disaster.
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A police o�  cer stands guard 
outside the Little Boss pet shop 
in Hong Kong on January 18.

4WT22_18-21_MUD.indd   214WT22_18-21_MUD.indd   21 2/14/22   10:16 AM2/14/22   10:16 AM



For years, Egyptian artist and teacher 
Hoda Abdelaziz trotted her students 
around museums and art galleries. She 
pointed out strange stone markings and 
discussed their country’s history. But 
student curiosity encouraged her to delve 
deeper. She learned the language of 
hieroglyphics—and devised a way to 
remind new generations of their rich 
ancient Egyptian heritage.

Language studies are worthwhile—
not only for school. The Bible is God’s 
primary means to communicate with 
humans. Imagine if Christians studied 
Bible languages like this art teacher did 
hieroglyphics!

The study of hieroglyphics, the formal 
writing system of ancient Egypt, has been 
limited largely to formal advanced educa-
tions. The aged system combines multiple 
writing systems, including pictographic 
(using pictures) and alphabetic elements.

The word hieroglyphics (or hieroglyph) 
comes from two Greek words that 
together mean “sacred writings.”

Hieroglyphics can refer to any form of 
picture writing. Most people think of 
ancient Egypt when they hear the term. 
But Aztec, Chinese, and Mayan writings 
also contain hieroglyphic elements.

On fi eld trips, much of what 
 Abdelaziz’s students saw 

 contained hieroglyphics. 
Abdelaziz explained how 

this ancient writing 
form had been 

forgotten and then 
rediscovered by 

archaeologists.

“I found huge interest 
from the students,” Abdelaziz 
says. “It gave me the push 
to work on a curriculum 
that can be taught to 
students in school.”

She spent months 
learning hieroglyphics. Then 
over the course of fi ve years, 
Abdelaziz produced a curricu-
lum for learning the ancient 
language. Her program o� ers 
classroom instruction as well as fi eld 
trips to museums and archaeological sites.

“Ancient Egyptians spent 5,000 years 
using it and preserving it. But after many 
occupations and changes, Egyptians seem 
to have forgotten their language,” 
Abdelaziz says.

Ahmed Ibrahim is one of Abdelaziz’s 
hieroglyphics students. He says, “I know 
that it is a di�  cult language, but I would 
like to learn it because it is the language 
of my ancestors from the time of the 
Pharaohs.”

“I am calling for us to remember our 
Egyptian identity, to know our language, 
not wait for anyone to translate it for us. . . . 
to understand what has been recorded on 
the walls of their country,” says Abdelaziz.

On fi eld trips, much of what 
 Abdelaziz’s students saw 

 contained hieroglyphics. 
Abdelaziz explained how 

this ancient writing 
form had been 

forgotten and then 
rediscovered by 

archaeologists.
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HIEROGLYPH OR
HIEROGLYPHICS?

Which is correct? 
Experts disagree. 
Some sources refer to 
individual symbols as 
hieroglyphs but call the 
entire form hieroglyph-
ics. Some people use 
hieroglyphs as a noun 
and hieroglyphics as an 
adjective.

Hieroglyphics
probably sounds closer 
to the original Greek 
word, pronounced high 
ruh GLIH � x. But if 
considering the two 
base parts of the 
Greek word (hiero and 
glypho), “hieroglyph” 
sounds closer.

Best solution? 
Choose one and be 
consistent.

WHY? Being a student of 
words and of “the Word” 
(John 1:1) is bene� cial for 
many things, including 
“training in righteousness.” 
(2 Timothy 3:16) Language 
study is valuable for every 
Christian’s education.

A cartouche is an oval frame with hieroglyphics that make up the name 
of an Egyptian royal person . . . basically an ancient Egyptian name tag.

Hoda Abdelaziz
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Little ribbons caused 
big controversy in Litch-
fi eld, Connecticut. 

For almost 20 years, 
yellow ribbons adorned the 
town square’s trees. But in 
January, the warden 
quietly took them down. 
The locals aren’t happy.

Why? It has to do with 
free speech.

As early as the time of 
North America’s Puritan 
colonies, yellow ribbons 
symbolized support for 
loved ones away at war. 
Today, the symbol lives 
on, honoring military 
members serving far from 
home.

These yellow ribbons 
were placed in the Litch-
fi eld Town Green in 2003, 
during the war in Iraq. 
Litchfi eld o�  cials aren’t 
concerned about what the 

ribbons mean. They care 
about what else could 
happen if the ribbons stay.

“When it comes to a 
public space like that, if 
you allow some speech you 
have to allow all speech,” 
says acting Warden Gayle 
Carr, who removed the 
ribbons herself. If Litch-
fi eld allows a good 
 message, like that of the 
ribbons, then the town 
must allow every type of 
message. Maybe even bad 
ones. Otherwise, it’s 
discrimination. Litchfi eld 
would be choosing what 
people can say, and that’s 
against the law.

So how can Litchfi eld 
prevent bad messages 
without discrimination? 
It’s easy: Don’t allow any 
messages in the Town 
Green at all—at least, not 

permanent messages like 
signs, placards, and yellow 
ribbons. Litchfi eld residents 
can still express military 
support in the Town Green 
with marches, vigils, and 
picket signs.

But to some residents, 
that’s not enough. They call 
the ribbon removal a slap 
in the face to military 
personnel and their 
families. For them, these 
fi ve yellow ribbons—one 
for each branch of the 
military—carry a deep 
meaning.

The yellow ribbons 
have caused controversy 
before. Litchfi eld also tried 
to remove them in 2009, 
leading to a local uproar 
and national news cover-
age. Town o�  cials agreed 
to let fi ve ribbons remain. 
In 2012, they attempted to 

remove all but one of the 
ribbons. Again, residents 
spoke out, and the ribbons 
stayed until this year.

Are the ribbons now 
gone for good? That’s up to 
Litchfi eld to decide.

The United States has 
laws to protect free speech. 
The Bible says that death 
and life are in the power of 
the tongue. (Proverbs 18:21) 
Free speech is a powerful 
thing. People can use it for 
good—such as honoring 
those who serve their 
nation—or they can use it 
for evil. 

To the o�  cials of 
Litchfi eld, the right to post 
signs and ribbons in the 
Town Green has too much 
power for evil. It’s safer to 
ban such speech altogether. 

But if it’s that safe, is it 
still free?

A
P

 P
H

O
TO

A
B

D
ELA

Z
IZ

: FA
C

EB
O

O
K

23M A R C H /A P R I L  2 0 2 2

Hoda Abdelaziz

WHY? Free speech always 
carries risk, but it still is a 

right that must be protected. 
People can be so afraid of 
bad speech that they also 

silence good speech.
Gayle Carr removes a 
yellow ribbon in Litch� eld, 
Connecticut, on January 13.
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In a medical fi rst, doctors have 
traded a human heart for a pig’s. The 
experiment was a last-ditch e� ort to 
save a life. Doctors say the animal 
heart is functioning in a human’s 
body without immediate rejection.

David Bennett, a Maryland 
handyman, knew there was no 
guarantee the experiment would 
work. But he was ineligible for a 
human heart transplant—and he was 
dying, says his son.

“It’s my last choice,” Bennett said 
before surgery.

Most humans want to escape 
death—or at least delay it. But birth 
and death—ever since the fall into 
sin—are both parts of God’s plan. 

(Ecclesiastes 3:2) However, the 
Creator who made both pigs and 
people may intend Bennett to have 
more time ahead.

Xenotransplantation, or animal-
to-human transplant, has been 
pursued for decades. The goal is using 
animal organs or tissues for life-saving 
transplants. Human donor organs are 
in short supply. (Read about a woman 
who gave a living organ gift in Love 
and Sacrifi ce at teen.wng.org/
node/6720.) A dearth of viable organs 
has driven scientists to study the use 
of animal organs instead.

Prior attempts at xenotransplanta-
tion at this scale have failed, mostly 
because patients’ bodies rapidly reject 
animal organs.

This time might be di� erent. 
Maryland surgeons used a heart from 
a pig that had undergone gene-edit-
ing. Doctors “knocked out” four genes 
in the donor pig—ones responsible for 
hyper-fast organ rejection. Addition-
ally, six human genes went into the 
pig’s genome (set of genetic informa-
tion). These helped Bennett’s body 
accept the new organ.

Dr. Bartley Gri�  th performed the 
seven-hour surgery. Before o� ering 
the porcine option to Bennett, Dr. 
Gri�  th had transplanted pig hearts 
into about 50 baboons over fi ve years.

Despite initial good results, the 
hospital has had to defend its decision 
to perform the transplant.

Reporters discovered Bennett has 
a criminal past. Bennett was charged 
with a stabbing 34 years ago. Tragi-
cally, the incident left a young man 
paralyzed. Bennett was incarcerated
for six years. He was released in 1994.

The University of Maryland 
Medical Center says doctors must 
provide the best care for every patient 
regardless of background. Medical 
sta�  do not get to play judge or jury.

David Bennett, Jr., won’t discuss 
his father’s old life. He hopes to focus 
on “my father’s wish to contribute to 
the science and potentially to save 
patient lives.”

The pig heart transplant “brings 
us one step closer to solving the organ 
shortage crisis,” says Gri�  th. “We are 
proceeding cautiously. But we are also 
optimistic that this fi rst-in-the-world 
surgery will provide an important 
new option for patients in the future.”
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  Last year, there were 
a record number of 

heart transplants in 
the United States: 

just over 3,800.

  In 1984, an infant 
known as Baby Fae lived 21 

days with a baboon heart.

PIE IN THE SKY

WHY? God appoints a 
time for birth and death 
for every living thing, 
and sometimes He may 
allow use of parts of His 
creation in marvelous 
ways to preserve or 
prolong human life.

Everything’s better with bacon? The 
surgical team transplants the pig heart.

David 
Bennett
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Have you ever seen a food com-
mercial and thought, “That looks 
delicious! I wish I could taste that!”

With this new invention from 
Japan, now you can. Professor Homei 
Miyashita of Meiji University has 
created Taste the Television (TTTV), 
the world’s first purposefully lickable 
screen.

Craving a chocolate bar? Just 
search for a video of chocolate, lick 
the screen, and taste the chocolatey 
goodness. You’re in more of a pizza 
mood? No problem. Miyashita’s 
delectable device can provide 
that too.

How is this even possible? 
According to Myashita, most foods 

contain just 10 basic tastes, such as 
salty, sweet, bitter, sour. By combining 
the 10 flavors, TTTV can imitate the 
taste of almost any treat on the screen.

Wait, everybody licking the same 
screen? That sounds gross!

Don’t worry. TTTV 
sprays its flavors onto a 
clean film that slides over 
the screen. You and your 
friends need not worry 
about sharing germs while 
enjoying a delicious ice 

cream commercial.
But if you want to start licking your 

screen, you might need to save up. 
According to Miyashita, this device 
would cost about 100,000 yen, or $875.

When the coronavirus pandemic 
began, many people had to stay at 
home. Miyahsita missed traveling and 
trying new foods in new places. He 
wanted to create a safe experience so 
people could enjoy food from any-
where in the world. 

Stuck at home in Kentucky? Just 
turn on TTTV and taste dumplings 
from China, meatballs from Italy, or 
snails from France. (Okay, maybe not 
snails.) With TTTV, Miyashita 
hopes people will access “taste 
content” the same way they access 
songs and movies.

This isn’t the first flavor-related 
invention to come from Miyashita’s 
lab. He and his students also created a 
fork that makes food taste better. He 

hopes to use the spray technology of 
TTTV to help food companies flavor 
toasted bread and crackers.

The world surely has gone digital. 
Even school and work often happen 
online. It’s hard to connect with people 
and places through a screen. Miyashita 
hopes his invention will help make 
that connection a little more real.

But will it? You can lick the taste 
of roast chicken from the screen. But 
if you’re hungry, it won’t fill you. And 
it can’t replace the hustle and bustle 
of chefs in the kitchen or the joy of 
friends around a table.

God gave us real food to enjoy, and 
real people to enjoy it with. So when 
you’re licking your screen—mmm, 
vanilla!—maybe take a break and eat a 
luscious, ripe pear with a friend or 
family member.
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Homei Miyashita fills 
flavor canisters as he 
demonstrates his TTTV.

Taste testing the TTTV 
in Tokyo, Japan

WHY? Inventions like  

TTTV and virtual reality can 

be fun for trying new things, 

but they can’t replace God’s 

good creation.
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Scientists at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
have created something potentially revolutionary. Using the 
world’s largest laser system, they’ve made a world-changing 
energy breakthrough. Drumroll please . . . a burning plasma!

Wait, a what?
To understand the what, it helps to know the why. 
As cities grow and technologies advance, the world needs 

more energy. More energy means more fuel.
Most power plants burn fossil fuels, such as natural gas. 

But these fuels don’t come cheap. They also create air 
pollution. Other power plants use nuclear � ssion, splitting 
atoms to create energy. But this also requires expensive fuel, 
and it leaves behind dangerous radioactive waste.

Now scientists say a new source of energy is coming: 
nuclear fusion. 

In nuclear fusion, atoms don’t split apart. They fuse 
together. If power plants could wield fusion, they could 
produce less pollution and waste. Fusion doesn’t require 
hard-to-� nd fuels. Instead, it uses hydrogen, one of the most 
common elements on Earth. And it gets better: Fusion can 
produce four times more energy than � ssion.

But to create fusion, you need one more thing: plasma.
You’re probably familiar with three states of matter: 

solids, liquids, and gases. But some elements can become so 
hot they turn from gas to plasma. 

When hydrogen becomes plasma, nuclear fusion can 
happen. But plasma doesn’t burn by itself. You need heat to 
keep it going. There’s the dilemma. To keep plasma hot 
enough for nuclear fusion, you end up using more energy 
than you create. It’s also di�  cult to safely contain that much 
heat in a power plant.

You might not know it, but you see 
burning plasma every day. Just look up! 
The Sun is a giant, burning ball of plasma—
and so is every other star. Countless fusion 

reactions keep the Sun burning, 
providing light and warmth to our 

planet and making life possible. 
God invented this self- 

sustaining energy source at the 

beginning of time, and science has only scratched the surface 
of understanding it. The California scientists created a 
plasma that burns on its own. After their � rst laser blast, 
they didn’t need more heat to keep it burning. Nuclear fusion 
heated the plasma, allowing even more fusion to happen. 
This discovery could make it possible for fusion to produce 
more energy than it uses. That’s what makes “burning 
plasma” the critical key.

How soon will nuclear fusion arrive in a power outlet near 
you? It could take decades for scientists to turn this process 
into practical energy. But burning plasma is a major step 
toward fusion-based power.
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WHY? The more we learn about nuclear energy, the 
more we marvel at God’s brilliant creation. We can 
also use what we learn to help others and move the 
progress of God’s kingdom on Earth forward.

This illustration from 
the Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory 
shows lasers heating 
hydrogen enough to 
convert it to plasma.

Where the magic happens: The Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory uses 192 
laser beams to turn hydrogen into plasma.
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Flying faster than sound travels 
has been possible since the late 1940s. 
But the vibration and noise that 
accompany high-speed fl ight greatly 
limit its use. Could quieting sonic 
booms invite a resurgence of super-
sonic fl ight? Lockheed Martin and 
NASA hope so. An aircraft the two are 
jointly working on may reopen 
options for moving passengers faster 
than the speed of sound.

Researchers during World War II 
experimented with making aircraft 
faster. American Chuck Yeager fl ew 
the fi rst documented manned vehicle 
to break the sound barrier in 1947.

Following this achievement, 
scientists continued improving super-
sonic (“beyond” + “sound”) aircraft. 
The fi rst supersonic passenger jet was 

the 1970s-era Soviet Tu-144. But 
unreliability and other factors 
consigned it to carrying cargo.

The British-French supersonic 
passenger jet Concorde operated 
successfully from 1976-2003. It 
zoomed across the Atlantic Ocean at 
1,354 mph and seated 128 passengers. 
But the Concorde was barred from 
most overland routes. Eventually, 
operating costs became too great, and 
the plane was retired.

Objects traveling faster than the 
speed of sound create sonic booms. 
NASA explains the phenomenon this 
way: “Air molecules cannot move out 
of the way of the airplane fast enough, 
so the pressure waves combine to 
generate a large shockwave.”

People describe the noise as 
sounding like an explosion or clap of 
thunder. Sonic booms can wake people, 
startle animals, and even cause minor 
damage to buildings. Booms led to 
banning most supersonic fl ight over 
populated areas in the 1970s.

God created the laws by which air 
molecules move and planes generate 
lift. “For by Him all things were 
created, in heaven and on Earth, 

visible and invisible.” (Colossians 1:16) 
He also created the laws that engineers 
hope to harness to overcome the sonic 
boom.

Lockheed Martin and NASA are 
developing the X-59 Quiet SuperSonic 
Technology (QueSST) that should 
reduce the troublesome sound. The 
aircraft features a relocated engine, 
“swept-back” wings, and an ultra-thin 
30-foot-long nose. The shape helps 
spread out supersonic shockwaves.

Meanwhile, a company called 
Boom Supersonic is developing its 
own supersonic passenger jets. Its 
Overture airliner will cruise at 1,300 
mph—twice the speed of today’s 
passenger planes. However, there are 
many technical and manufacturing 
hurdles to overcome before the 
aircraft becomes a real option.

In 2024, X-59 will begin U.S. 
fl yovers. Boom Supersonic hopes to 
follow soon after.

During testing, NASA will invite 
public feedback about X-59’s noise. 
NASA claims, “All people will hear is 
a quiet ‘sonic thump’—if they hear 
anything at all.”

WHY?
As technology expands 

and changes, believers can 
marvel at human progress 

while they rest assured 
that the God who created 
all things—including the 
laws of physics and sonic 

booms—is still 
in control.

The X-59 takes shape 
in Palmdale, California.

An illustration of 
the � nished X-59
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This illustration from 
the Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory 
shows lasers heating 
hydrogen enough to 
convert it to plasma.
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PEGASUS: A DARK HORSE INDEED   Pegasus is 
deemed perhaps the most powerful spyware ever developed. It’s the 
product of NSO Group, a private company based in Israel. Analysts say 
Pegasus can in� ltrate both iOS and Android platform phones without 
the user’s knowledge. At that point, it can scrape and forward pictures, 
messages, browsing history . . . basically anything the phone’s owner 
accesses. In February, the FBI revealed that it had purchased the 
spyware, which has been used worldwide to control journalists and 
activists and to squelch information sharing in oppressive countries. 
Those hacked with Pegasus include Uganda-based U.S. diplomates, 

Mexican and Saudi 
journalists, political 
opponents to Poland’s 
government, British 
lawyers, and Palestinian 
human rights activists. 
NSO says Pegasus is 
programmed not to 
target phones with the 
U.S. country code. But 
American citizens living 
abroad have been among 
its victims. 

SCOTUS: ASSOCIATE JUSTICE BREYER TO RETIRE   After 
nearly 30 years on the highest court in the United States, Supreme Court Justice Stephen 
Breyer announced his upcoming retirement. Associate Justice Breyer was appointed to 
the court by President Bill Clinton in 1994. The 83-year-old Breyer leaves a vacancy that 
President Joe Biden is tasked with � lling. The President will appoint a new judge, and the 
U.S. Senate will vote to approve that candidate. To be con� rmed, the nominee must receive 
a simple majority of Senate votes. The President said that he would seek to nominate a 
black woman for the � rst vacancy on the court to occur during his term.
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SCOTUS: ASSOCIATE JUSTICE BREYER TO RETIRE   After 
nearly 30 years on the highest court in the United States, Supreme Court Justice Stephen 
Breyer announced his upcoming retirement. Associate Justice Breyer was appointed to 
the court by President Bill Clinton in 1994. The 83-year-old Breyer leaves a vacancy that 
President Joe Biden is tasked with � lling. The President will appoint a new judge, and the 
U.S. Senate will vote to approve that candidate. To be con� rmed, the nominee must receive 
a simple majority of Senate votes. The President said that he would seek to nominate a 

BIGGEST SPACE 
TELESCOPE ARRIVES  
The world’s largest, most powerful 
space telescope has arrived at its 
post. A million miles from Earth, the 
James Webb Space Telescope is 
four times farther away than Earth’s 
Moon. With a tennis-court-sized 
sunshield and 21-foot gold-coated 
primary mirror, the seven-ton Webb 
will loop-de-loop around a speci� c 
point and simultaneously circle the 
Sun. But before observations can 
begin this summer, scientists must 
align its many mirrors, chill infrared 
detectors, and calibrate instru-
ments. The successor to the Hubble 
Space Telescope, Webb will allow 
astronomers to closely study stars 
and should operate for over a 
decade, maybe two.

 “Surprisingly, it doesn’t take the 
� sh a long time to learn how to 
drive.” — researcher Shachar Givon, on a study by 
Israel’s Ben-Gurion University that tested the ability 
of gold� sh to operate a robotic car on land.
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TENSION IN SUBURBIA  Drug addiction— 
particularly opioid abuse—is a growing problem. Haymarket 
Center, the largest nonpro� t addiction treatment service in 
Chicago, wants to help. Center advisors say the best place to 
o� er treatment is near people—in neighborhoods. One such 
treatment facility is proposed for Itasca, Illinois. But the 
proposal met resistance from residents. Many see the 
need—they just don’t want the center close to their homes. 
The Haymarket Center � led a federal lawsuit, asking the court 
to prevent suburban residents from blocking plans to establish 
treatment centers in neighborhoods. Why would residents 
oppose this means of help? Some fear an uptick in crime will 
result. Others say property values will drop. That concerns 
local politicians, because tax revenue would then decrease. 
But other residents support the plans. They say the lack of 
facilities prevents their neighbors from getting help. Leaders 
need compassion, great wisdom, and guidance as they search 
for a solution to a di�  cult and destructive problem. 

RECYCLE YOUR 
USED COOKING 
WATER   Waste not, 
want not, right? The best 
cooks in Italy say, 
“Assolutamente!”
Americans are quick to 
discard used kitchen 
ingredients. But Italians will 

tell you that the secret to really great pasta is that leftover starchy 
cooking water. Mix a cup or two of it into a skillet with your al dente
noodles (look that up if you’re unfamiliar) and the sauce ingredients 
will adhere better to the pasta. Each bite promises to be delizioso!

QUIZ MY READING:1. b, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a,WORDS TO BANK:1. c, 2. a, 3. b, 4. a, 5. b, 6. b,VIZ QUIZ:C, The Sun,MIND STIR:
Answers will vary but may include 1. Concerns about organ rejection; concerns about genetic manipulation of God’s creatures 
in inhuman ways; concerns for saving human life and quality of life; concerns about blurring lines between human and animal 
life and value. 2. They are a good invention because they can let people try new tastes they may never have opportunity to 
try otherwise; They may be a bad idea if they cause people to be even more attached to devices—and to interact less with 
other people—than they already do. Plus, they o� er only a sense experience and no nutrients, so their value is limited.

Opponents of Haymarket treatment centers 
protest in Itasca, Illinois, as Felicia Miceli 

holds a photograph of her son. Louie died of 
a heroin overdose at the age of 24.
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A MULTITUDE OF ANTARCTIC 
FISH NESTS   “Let the waters swarm with 
swarms of living creatures.” (Genesis 1:20) Ever 
wonder what lurks deep in the ocean? German 
scientists recently discovered a partial answer: a 
massive number of ice� sh. Researchers estimate a 
colony in Antarctica’s Weddell Sea contains 60 
million active Jonah’s ice� sh nests. The colony is 
nearly the size of Orlando, Florida! It’s unclear why 
so many ice� sh gather in one spot to breed. But 
plentiful plankton there are likely a vital food 
source for fry. In turn, the ice� sh may help feed 
native Weddell seals. Biologists believe the 
abundant � sh nests probably have a signi� cant 
role in the Antarctic food web.
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Pie in the Sky (pages 24-27)

1. porcine
 a) plump
 b) healthy
 c) related to pigs

2. incarcerated
 a) held in jail
 b) kept in hospital
 c) wanted by 
  police

3. delectable
 a) mysterious
 b) tasty
 c) newly 
  discovered

4. wield
 a) use e� ectively
 b) thwart
 c) bungle

5. dilemma
 a) solution
 b) predicament
 c) di�  cult choice

6. consigned
 a) o� ered for sale
 b) given to an 
  alternate fate
 c) resigned

1. How did doctors modify the 
pig whose heart saved David 
Bennett’s life?
 a) They fed the pig human food 
  before surgery, thereby 
  giving it the nutrients 
  humans need.
 b) They altered the pig’s genetic 
  information by adding and 
  removing certain genes.

2. According to Professor 
Miyashita, how many � avors make
up the tastes we experience?
 a) 5
 b) 10

3. What does nuclear fusion do?
 a) Nuclear fusion splits atoms 
  apart.
 b) Nuclear fusion joins atoms 
  together.

4. Why are sonic booms that 
occur during supersonic � ight a 
problem?
 a) Sonic booms can awaken 
  humans, startle animals, and 
  cause minor building damage.
 b) The shockwave of sonic 
  booms can cause extreme 
  vomiting, migraines, and 
  hair loss.

1. What concerns 
do you think 
people should 
have when 
considering 
using animal 
organs for 
human 
 transplants?

2. Do you think the 
lickable screens 
are a good idea 
or not? Explain 
your reasoning.

QUIZ
ANSWERS ON 

PAGE 29

Pie in the Sky (pages 24-27)

 1. Which bird 
beak most 
resembles the 
nose of the X-59 
supersonic jet?

 2. Mark 
the example 
of nuclear 
fusion 
occurring in 
nature. 
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A

B

C

D

Lightning

The Sun

Lava
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Scan (right) to check out our “Farm News” page.

Have an ordinary kitchen blender? Sarah shows 
you how to turn raw wheat berries into pancakes 
in a short video.

Watch us harvest wheat from the field and 
transform it into pancakes, all in 5½ minutes.

Search our website for links on how Mennonites, fleeing 
the Ukraine, transformed Kansas’s agriculture and the 
American flour industry.

AVAILABLE AS Whole Corn Kernels, Wheat Berries, Oat Groats & Raw Cold Rolled Oats 
Stone Milled: Cornmeals, Corn Grits, Sifted/Whole Wheat & Buckwheat Flours, Scottish & Irish Oatmeals

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS. ALL DONE ON THE FARM.

We grow them without synthetic chemicals in the fertility levels they traditionally thrived, and then 
we process them in a manner used hundreds of years ago. We accomplish this by doing everything, 

from planting to milling, here on our farm.

hheeiirrlloooomm oorrggaanniicc
ggrraaiinnss && fflloouurrss

Henry Moore 
Yellow Corn

Bloody Butcher 
Red Corn

Blue Hopi Corn

Tenn. Red Cob 
(White Corn)

Hard Red Winter 
Turkey Wheat

Pennsylvania 
Dutch Butter 
Flavored Popcorn 

Soft Red Winter 
Pastry Wheat

Hulless Oats

Hard Red Spring 
Bread Wheat

Buckwheat

WE’RE GOING BACK AND FINDING THE 
OLD, GOOD TASTING GRAIN VARIETIES. 

www.qualityorganic.net

.

BE TRANSFORMED
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Biblical Training
Hands-on Farming

COME GROW
WITH US

APPLY NOW | plantedgapyear.org

Sink your roots deeper into Christ during
this 9-month discipleship program in the
mountains of Pennsylvania.

Live, learn, and work within a small,
tight-knit community of young adults.

Dedicate your next year to experiencing
God's revelation together in his Word
and in his world.

Outdoor Adventure
Life Skill Development

Biblical Training
Hands-on Farming

COME GROW
WITH US

APPLY NOW | plantedgapyear.org

Sink your roots deeper into Christ during
this 9-month discipleship program in the
mountains of Pennsylvania.

Live, learn, and work within a small,
tight-knit community of young adults.

Dedicate your next year to experiencing
God's revelation together in his Word
and in his world.

Outdoor Adventure
Life Skill Development

Biblical Training
Hands-on Farming

COME GROW
WITH US

APPLY NOW | plantedgapyear.org

Sink your roots deeper into Christ during
this 9-month discipleship program in the
mountains of Pennsylvania.

Live, learn, and work within a small,
tight-knit community of young adults.

Dedicate your next year to experiencing
God's revelation together in his Word
and in his world.

Outdoor Adventure
Life Skill Development
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