
OVERVIEW

By middle-school age, young people are forming opinions about everything they encounter. 
With that in mind, WORLDteen chooses stories to broaden readers’ knowledge beyond just 
the events of their day-to-day lives, giving them more opportunity to apply thinking skills and 
discernment to the events of the greater world. WORLDteen stories are selected not simply 
for appealing content. Our editors look for news that gives opportunity to prompt response 
in readers, encouraging them to ask questions of their own, to apply biblical truth, and to 
consider ethical practices.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four unique stories (thirty-two online stories total; selected stories in print magazine) 

• Photo slideshows with each online story (thirty-two total) 

• One quiz for each topic (eight online quizzes total; one topic quiz in print magazine)

• Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

DAILY NEWS SECTION:

• Online News Bytes section for breaking news each weekday

• News Byte comments area for safe discussion of current events

RECOMMENDED PACING:

• Daily—Read the current online News Byte stories and reader comments; optionally,  
  add your own comments online. 

• Weekly—Work through one topic section through the week: read all four stories online,  
  research the topic further, comment online with other WORLDteen readers, and finish  
  by taking the online quiz. 

• Weekly—Complete your choice of printable worksheets (included with your teaching guide)      
  to study a selected article or that week’s topic more thoroughly.
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Certain cultural trends have motivated people to seek out handcrafted goods in a 
fresh new way. Why, after enjoying so much digital and mass-produced merchandise, 
are consumers looking for a personal touch? The shift in value has prompted a new 
craft and career option for some: hand lettering. One hand-lettering artist has even 
found a way to use her skills for the promotion of God’s kingdom work. Read The 
Work of Her Hands in People Mover.

STORIES:

Though there are very few true blue blossoms in God’s creation, the Master Designer 
gave bees a particular affinity for that hue—or so say scientists. As they looked into the 
attraction of blue flowers, they discovered something new: many flowers, though not 
blue in color, create a blue aura that draws pollinators. Bring on the Blues! explains 
how the blue halo is generated and who or what is able to see it.

STORIES:

A dollar goes a long way in the impoverished country of Zimbabwe. But 
entrepreneurial children have found a way to offer a delicacy and bring in several 
dollars each day. Zimbabwean Mouse Kabobs tells about their efforts and economic 
success—and asks us to consider our own cultural biases about what constitutes 
poverty and what is a measure of pleasure and prosperity. 

STORIES:
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•  High School in a Nursing Home
•  A Click Heard ‘Round the World
•  The Work of Her Hands

•  Is the Future a Slam Dunk for Emoni?
•  Online quiz

•  Snake Road
•  Tsunami Hitchhikers
•  Bring on the Blues!

•  Wolf Comeback
•  Online quiz

•  Zimbabwean Mouse Kabobs
•  Arctic Drilling
•  Would You Pay to Stay Here?

•  A Hill of (Ugandan) Beans 
•  Online quiz
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Jesus encouraged His followers to include the blind and underprivileged when hosting 
a feast. But in one restaurant in Ecuador, it’s the blind who do the hosting. Ecuadorians 
Dine in the Dark is the story of a business that hopes to shine light for the sighted into 
the condition of blindness. By serving patrons in utter darkness, those who can normally 
see get to experience a meal like one their servers know too well. Blind wait staff 
serve the meals, which customers consume in the black darkness of a cave—and gain 
empathy for those who can’t see.

STORIES:

If dog is “man’s best friend,” he should be allowed to go everywhere his owner goes, 
right? A surprising number of people seem to think so. And they believe it so fully that 
they will even falsely present their pets as service animals in order to take them into 
public where they would otherwise be disallowed. But, as Honorable Dog Owners 
shows, bending the rules doesn’t work out for everyone’s good. How might the law 
protect the rights of the disabled and their service dogs, without enabling the dishonest 
to stir up trouble?

STORIES:

One very large supernova has blown the minds of astronomers who thought they 
understood how dying stars worked. The Star That Won’t Die keeps fading, and 
then growing brighter again, and then fading, and so on. Several astrophysicists try 
to explain what might be happening in the biggest stellar explosion noted so far by 

mankind. But despite their bewilderment, God the Creator knows every star by name —and every moment 
that each one will live—all to His own glory!

STORIES:

See WORLDteen’s website at teen.wng.org for all the current stories  
and daily News Bytes—far more than the print magazine contains.

•  Damming the Nile
•  Threat of Jail for Parents of Bullies?
•  African Hospital Payments

•  Honorable Dog Owners
•  Online quiz

•  Good Progress for the Ozone Hole
•  Braille Literacy Dropping
•  The Star That Won’t Die

•  Wireless Chip Says “See!”
•  Online quiz

•  Uganda’s Invisible Children
•  Ecuadorians Dine in the Dark
•  East Meets West: Louvre Abu Dhabi

•  Sumatra’s Secret: A New Orangutan Species
•  Online quiz
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READER’S CHOICE
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article of particular interest to you. Explain why you chose it, 
something you learned from it, and how it connects to other things you know.

Article headline: 

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Why I chose this article:

An interesting fact I learned from this article:

A connection I can make between this article and something else I’ve learned about 
(from personal experience, school, other people, reading, etc.):

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PROBLEM SOLVER
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article. In the left-hand column below, note any problems or issues 
raised in the article. In the right-hand column, write down any solutions that were offered. Under the 
“My thoughts” section, include any problems or solutions that weren’t included in the article but which 
you think should also be considered. Finally, explain how you think any one of these problems or 
solutions illustrates how the Bible instructs us to live.

Explain how any one of these problems or solutions illustrates biblical truths about daily living.

                           WORKSHEET

Problems:

My thoughts:

Solutions:

My thoughts:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDteen. Using complete sentences, answer the following 
questions about the photo.

What is happening in the photo? 

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

Why did the editor include this photo in the article?

Does the photo appear to be staged or unplanned? What makes you think so?

Do you think the photo is an accurate portrayal of what happened? How does the photographer’s 
use of camera angle, composition, lighting, or other elements help convey the meaning?

What other elements in the photo do you notice, and why?

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
FACT OR OPINION?
Directions: Select an article that interests you from WORLDteen. Read it carefully and then refer to it 
to answer the following questions.

List three facts or opinions found in the article and identify each as fact or opinion:

1. Fact or opinion?

2. Fact or opinion?

3. Fact or opinion?

When did this event take place, or does it concern a future event? Is the subject related to other 
past events or issues you know about? Explain.

What do you think might happen in the future as this story develops? Explain using complete 
sentences.
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                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                      Date:                                              

      
READ FOR DETAIL
Directions: Choose a WORLDteen article to read. In the left-hand column below, note any quote or 
other detail from the article that you think is especially important or interesting. In the right-hand 
column, explain what you noticed about it and if it raises any questions for you.

                           WORKSHEET

Interesting detail or quote from the article: Your observations and questions:



 
                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

   
SEE CAUSE AND EFFECT
Directions: Practice identifying the causes and effects that are related to events. Select a WORLDteen 
article that reports on a specific event. In the following spaces, identify three causes and three effects 
related to this event. If some causes and effects aren’t spelled out in the article, that’s OK. Think about 
and guess what some causes might be. In the same way, try to predict some effects of the event that 
may not be stated in the article.

Consider more than just the obvious elements in the article. Are there specific causes and effects that 
demonstrate biblical principles  —for example, sin, judgment, grace, or forgiveness?

                           WORKSHEET

Cause #1:

Cause #2:

Cause #3:

Effect #1:

Effect #2:

Effect #3:

Event:



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
BEFORE AND AFTER
Title of WORLDteen article: 

Directions: Use this chart to record your thinking before, during, and after reading a WORLDteen 
article. 

1. In the “What I know” column, list things you already know about the topic before you read the   
   article.

2. In the “What I want to know” column, list questions that come to mind either before or while  
    you read the article.

3. In the “What I learned” column, list facts you learned from the article. Include any answers to  
    the questions you wrote down. 

              What I know:                             What I want to know:                   What I learned:

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN AN ARTICLE
Directions: Read a WORLDteen article and look for answers to the questions that journalists use to 
tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Headline of article:  

Topic area (e.g., People Mover or Mud Room):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

 Where did it occur?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?

(Extra credit: How does your knowledge of the Bible and biblical principles affect how you think 
about or respond to this story?)

 

                           WORKSHEET



 
                                                         Name:                                             

                                                                     Date:                                              

      
WHY IS IT NEWS?
Directions: Editors must make decisions about which articles they will publish. There are many 
reasons why some articles are published while others are not. Some of the most common reasons are 
listed below.

Choose three WORLDteen articles of particular interest to you and write their headlines below. After 
reading them carefully, mark an X beside each of the reasons you think that article was published.

Story headlines:

1. 

2. 

3. 

                           WORKSHEET

1. 2. 3.

Timeliness—news that is happening or of interest to readers right now

Relevance—the story happened nearby or concerns local interest

Magnitude—the story is great in size or number

Unexpectedness—the story is unusual, or its events occurred without warning

Impact—the news will affect a large number of readers

Application—the news gives Christians an opportunity to consider how to apply faith  
principles to real life events

Reference to someone—the news is about a prominent person or personality

Oddity—the story is about a unique or unusual situation

Conflict—the story presents a major struggle in the news

Negative—the story tells bad news that may have more interest than good news

Continuity—the report is a follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news

Emotions—the news offers an emotional angle that increases interest in a story

Progress—the news reveals hope, new achievement, new improvements


