
VOLUNTEER GAME-CHANGER
Actions have consequences. This bubble map 
shows how one event can lead to another. 
What do you think might happen next?

Kids don’t 
get as much 

volunteer 
experience.

Kids  
miss out on 

getting to know 
people in different  

circumstances 
from them.

Some  
kids miss out  

on building skills 
they could have 
used in future  
career and life  
opportunities.

Those  
kids aren’t as 

prepared for the 
challenges of  

adult life as they 
may have  

been.

Some  
kids miss out  

on or are delayed  
in developing  
empathy for  

others.

As schools  
return to normal, 

organizations 
receive a flood  

of student  
volunteers.

Organizations 
are able to ramp 

up operations 
with the help  

of more  
volunteers.

Some  
students  

volunteer in ways 
they wouldn’t have  
otherwise, like the 

students who  
transcribed old  

documents.

Organizations  
like the  

Smithsonian  
Institution get 

more help that they 
wouldn’t have  

otherwise.

Those  
organizations 

are able to  
do more  

work.

For  
example: With  

more documents  
transcribed, researchers 

have access to more 
resources to study  

and can understand 
history  
better.

History  
exhibits and 

books are better. 
Adults and  
kids learn  

more.

A better  
understanding  
of history helps  

people understand 
the present and  
decide how best  

to live.

Figuring out  
different ways to 

volunteer helps kids 
think creatively 
about different  
needs they can  

help with.

Doing  
that mental work 

themselves is a good 
life skill that may 

also help volunteers 
engage better  
with service  

projects.

Schools  
lower volunteer  

requirements for 
students because of 
COVID-19 pandemic 

restrictions.

Groups  
that normally 
get volunteers 

don’t get  
any or as  

many.

The  
groups can’t 
help as many 

people as  
usual.

Some 
places 

may shut 
down.

The  
people those 

groups helped 
must try  

to seek help  
elsewhere.

For  
example:  

Fewer volunteers 
mean fewer soup 
kitchens can open 

to help the  
hungry.

Some  
people may 

get sick from 
not eating 

enough  
food.

Remaining  
soup kitchens 
may feel more 

strain with 
more people 

coming.
People  

without money for 
medical care either 

take on debt or seek 
help from other 

nonprofits or the 
government.

They  
seek 

medical 
care.

Fewer  
food drives  

mean less food 
arrives at the 

remaining soup 
kitchens to be  

distributed.

More  
people in need 

arrive at the soup 
kitchen, leading  
to it running out 

of food.
What do 
you think 

comes 
next? 


