
Some 
may get out 

of the business 
and stop 
ranching.

Some 
ranchers 

open their 
own beef 

plants.

The 
new beef 

plant creates 
more 
jobs.

More 
available jobs 

give people more 
options for work. 

They may be able to 
find better jobs to 

support their 
families.

Families 
with more 

income have 
more money to 
spend on both 
necessities and 

wants.

Local 
business 

owners make 
more 

money.

The 
influx of jobs 
brings more 
tax revenue 

to an 
area.

Some of 
that tax revenue 
can be used to 

improve area roads, 
fire departments, 

waste management, 
and other
services.

Some 
ranchers are 

able to make more 
money selling to 

the rancher-
owned beef 

plants.

Those 
ranchers may 

be able to expand 
businesses and 

raise more 
cattle.

Beef  
prices for 

consumers may 
decrease due to 

a larger 
supply.

There is 
more competition 

among beef plants. 
That may make 

the big beef plants 
pay more to 

ranchers.

If a 
smaller beef 

plant does well, that 
may encourage more 

people to open 
smaller beef plants, 

leading to more 
competition.

It costs 
more for small 

plants to operate. 
They must 

charge more 
for beef.

Some  
consumers  

may stick to beef 
from big plants 

because it  
costs less.

Some 
consumers may 
want to support 

the smaller plants or 
prefer their beef, 
even though they 

must pay 
more.

Some 
ranchers 

continue to sell to 
big plants, even 
though prices 

are low.

Big  
plants can  

sell cheaper 
beef.

Ranchers  
who are stretched 

thin financially 
have less money 
to spend in their 

communities.

Those 
rural communities 
have less revenue 
to improve their 
infrastructure. 
Residents make 

less money.

Some  
ranchers or 

other residents 
move away in 

search of higher 
paying jobs.

These  
towns may lose 

people who provided 
important services 

like doctors or young 
people who would 

have replaced 
retirees.

People  
have to travel 

further, which costs 
more, or go without 
services, decreasing 

quality of  
life. 

More  
families  

nationwide are 
able to buy 

beef for  
meals.

The 
supply of 

beef is 
lower.

Prices 
may go up 
due to low 

supply.

Some 
consumers 

may buy less 
beef due to 

higher 
prices.

Families 
may choose 

less expensive 
meats like chicken 

or eat more 
vegetarian 

meals.

WHAT’S AT STEAK?
Actions have consequences. This bubble map 
shows how one event can lead to another. 
What do you think might happen next?

Ranchers 
feel prices are 

too low for 
their beef.


