
SAUDI ARABIA’S MODERN-DAY BABEL
Actions have consequences. This bubble map 
shows how one event can lead to another. 
What do you think might happen next?

The  
building of 

the city may 
proceed as 

planned.
The city  

provides a 
pleasant place 

for people  
to live.

People  
start  

moving in  
by 2030.

The  
already  
wealthy  
country  

becomes even 
richer.

The  
city may help 

boost the Saudi 
economy by $100 

billion yearly as 
MBS claims  

it will.

The  
city may be 

self-governing 
as planners 

claim.

The  
walkways and 
bike paths help 
residents live 
more active 

lives.

Different  
rules for those 

inside and  
outside the  
city create  
dissension.

If the  
self-government 

is not set up 
well, the city 

may not work 
well. People  

may not be 
able to get 
necessities.

The  
Saudi  

government 
may take  
control.

Some  
groups of  

people like women 
or prisoners may 
be mistreated as 

they often are 
in the rest of the 

country.

Some  
residents  

may  
leave.

If the  
resident  

population 
shrinks enough, 

the city may 
not be able to 

function.

With  
lots of freedoms 
and resources,  

residents may be 
able to create new 

and better  
ways to do  

things. Other  
nations and 
cities may 

adopt similar 
systems.

People  
might build 

more  
“megacities.”

The  
city caters  

to elites. They 
bring their 

resources with 
them.

Lower-class 
Saudis are  
shut out.

Members  
of the Huwaitat 
tribe are pushed 
off their land so 
the city can be 

built.

Crown Prince  
Mohammed bin 
Salman (MBS) 
plans to build a 
huge futuristic  

city called  
NEOM.

Sourcing  
water in a  
financially  

reasonable or 
non-damaging 
way could be a 

challenge.

The  
huge city  

could disrupt  
native animal  

and plant  
life.

The  
city could  

be much less 
eco-friendly 

than  
claimed.

What do you think 
comes next? 

What do you think 
comes next? 

The  
plans may 

turn out to be 
impractical.

The  
grand plans 

may turn 
out to be too 

expensive.

Builders  
may stop 

working on  
the city  

altogether.

MBS may 
seek a new 

way to make 
his name 

great.

Planners  
may shrink 

the city.

The city  
may use more 
fossil fuels and 
not reduce the 

country’s  
dependance  

on oil.


