
DRONE RULES FLY HIGH
Actions have consequences. This bubble map 
shows how one event can lead to another. 
What do you think might happen next?

Drone  
rules are  
relaxed.

What do you think 
comes next? 

Some 
companies 

expand 
their use of 

drones.

Eventually, 
consumers may 

encounter drones 
more directly. For 
example, packages 
may be delivered 

by drone.

Civil liberties 
groups push 
back against 
relaxed rules 

due to privacy 
concerns.

Pilots of  
hot air balloons 

and other 
lightweight 

aircraft express 
concern.

Some ask 
for greater 
regulation 
of drones.

More  
pilots may 

be seriously 
hurt in drone 

accidents.

These  
injuries may 

push lawmakers 
to put more 

stringent drone 
rules back in 

place.

If more  
people are 

annoyed by the 
use of drones, 
these groups 

may gain more 
support. If there’s  

enough pushback, 
companies may 

give up on drones 
and go back to  
old methods 
or seek new 
inventions.

If there are  
problems with 

drone service, like 
missing packages 
or malfunctioning 
drones, companies 
may pursue other 

options.

If customers  
find drone service 

convenient, 
companies may 

continue to 
expand it. Seeing  

drones in 
the sky may 

become more 
and more 
common.

People  
with bad 

intentions may 
begin using drones 

more often. For 
example: casing 
houses before 

break-ins.

People may  
find additional 
positive uses 

for drones. For 
example: increased 

use of drones 
to find missing 

people.

Companies 
may be able to 
save money by 

using drones 
instead of 
humans.

Fewer  
human  

workers do 
dangerous jobs 
(like climbing to 
inspect power 

lines).

They  
hire more 

drone 
operators.

The drone 
industry expands. 

Companies hire 
more people to 
invent, build,  

and work with  
drones.

More  
schools offer 
programs to 
train people 
to work with 

drones.

Those 
human 
workers  

stay 
safer.

Some of 
those workers 
may lose their 
jobs because 

companies don’t 
need them 
anymore.

Those 
companies 
make more 
money, but 

there are fewer 
jobs for  
people.

Some  
areas become 

poorer due  
to the loss  

of jobs.


